UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | THE SUDDEN DEPARTURE OF GRANGER TAYLOR PART 2
S1E7 TRANSCRIPT

ROBERT KELLER: The RCMP in Canada, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, they're basically the
equivalent of the FBlin the United States. They are our federal police. And they don't make
mistakes. They're one of the best in the world. They’re the Queen's Guard. They lost evidence.
They lost crime scene photographs. They've misplaced this, and they've misplaced that. So now
the mystery is, if you found what you claim you found, where's the evidence?

NARRATION:

ON THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 29TH, 1980, GRANGER TAYLOR, A LOCAL OF VANCOUVER
ISLAND IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA, DRIVES OFF INTO A BLINDING RAIN IN HIS PINK
TRUCK. HE HAS TOLD HIS FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND EVEN PEOPLE IN THE TOWN OF DUNCAN,
THAT HE PLANS TO RENDEZVOUS WITH ALIENS, WHO WILL TAKE HIM ON A 42-MONTH
JOURNEY AROUND THE GALAXY. THE NEXT DAY, ON NOVEMBER 30TH, GRANGER AND HIS
TRUCK ARE NOWHERE TO BE FOUND. YEARS PASS, AND MOST ASSUME HIS DISAPPEARANCE
WILL FOREVER REMAIN A MYSTERY. HOWEVER, SIX YEARS LATER, IN MARCH 1986, A CURIOUS
DISCOVERY PROVIDES A CLUE AS TO WHAT POSSIBLY HAPPENED TO GRANGER ON THAT
STORMY NIGHT.

I'M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “THE SUDDEN DEPARTURE OF
GRANGER TAYLOR, PART TWO.”

ROBERT KELLER: It was, my father actually brought it to my attention. We were sitting in the
living room and he was reading the newspaper.

NARRATION:
GRANGER TAYLOR’S CLOSE FRIEND, ROBERT KELLER, STILLREMEMBERS THE DAY WHEN HE
HEARD ABOUT THE DISCOVERY.

ROBERT KELLER: He brought it, he goes, “Oh, they found Granger's truck,” and | went, “Really?
Where?” So, he said, “Well, they found it on Mount Prevost. There's a blast site,” and | said,
“What do you mean?” And he said, “Well, apparently they found the pieces, parts and pieces of
the truck in a crater.”

NARRATION:

ON MARCH 20, 1986, MUNICIPAL WORK CREWS ARE THINNING AN AREA OF GROWTH ON
MOUNT PREVOST, A FEW MILES NORTHWEST OF THE TOWN OF DUNCAN WHERE GRANGER'S
FAMILY LIVES. A CREW MEMBER THINKS HE SEES SIGNS OF AN EXPLOSION IN THE FOREST AND
REPORTSIT TO A SUPERVISOR. POLICE ARE CALLED TO THE SCENE AND QUICKLY AGREE THAT
AN EXPLOSION HAS TAKEN PLACE.

ROBERT KELLER: In the newspaper, | believe they said it was a blue truck. Well, as soon as they
said that, my dad said, “Well, they're doing an investigation on Granger and maybe they should



be doing an investigation on who really owns that truck. Because Granger's truck was clearly
Pepto Bismol pink.” And they insisted that they found something, either a license plate or a VIN
number plate, like that little aluminum thing that goes on your dash. They found that
embedded in a tree and that number was traced back as Granger's truck.

NARRATION:

CORPORAL CHRIS MANSEAU OF THE RCMP CONFIRMS THAT THE TRUCK DID BELONG TO
GRANGER TAYLOR. THOUGH CORPORAL MANSEAU WASN’T INVOLVED IN THE ORIGINAL
INVESTIGATION, HE AGREED TO TALK ABOUT THE CASE AND THE DISCOVERY OF THE TRUCK.

CHRIS MANSEAU: It was very fortunate that that site was found, especially as soon as it was. If
that site was found today, 34 years later, it would have been completely overgrown. Somebody
driving by, or ATVing by, or hiking by, if they were to come across that, it likely would not have
looked very different than it would have weeks before the blast site had occurred. That area of
British Columbia, especially Vancouver Island, you know, there are a lot of tall trees, temper
rain forest, areas that I've been to where | would think no one's been down this road in many,
many years. There are lots of plane crashes that have never been found, sites where people
have gone and lived for 25 years in the bush. There's a lot of placesin BC where people want to
go and get themselves lost, and they're very successful atit.

NARRATION:
TYLER HOOPER, A BRITISH COLUMBIA JOURNALIST, HAS INVESTIGATED THE GRANGER TAYLOR
CASE FOR SEVERAL YEARS, DIGGING INTO ALL THE BIZARRE DETAILS.

TYLER HOOPER: So, the blast site from my understanding was, like, it had a radius of, like, two,
three hundred feet. | think at one point they said it ultimately spread to, like, 600 feet and that
some of the debris from the truck was as high as 60 feet in the trees, which is insane. Like,
that's just, seems like a huge radius and circumference to have for a blast site. Also, there was a
bunch of, obviously, just mechanical parts lying about, a bit of an engine block left that was
actually, | think, almost 100 feet away from the initial crater. And then they found, | believe it
was some sort of part of a wheel up ina tree, like 60 feet high that had basically been blown up
in there and embedded itself into the tree.

NARRATION:
THE RCMP’S CHRIS MANSEAU CONFIRMS THAT CLUES AT THE BLAST SITE SUGGEST SOMEONE
WAS IN OR NEAR THE TRUCK AT THE TIME OF THE BLAST.

CHRIS MANSEAU: Some human remains were found, and there was a piece of clothing, | believe
it was a sweater, that was identified by a family member as likely belonging to Mr. Taylor.

ROBERT KELLER: After my father read the newspaper thing, | immediately had to get ahold of
Mrs. Taylor and ask her what was going on. Mrs. Taylor never ever, even once, said anything
about, “lidentified his sweater to say it was definitely him.” When we had that discussion that
day, she had told me that the police were doing an investigation and she was told by them that



it was quite possibly Granger and that they were going to close the case. Now again, | always
have to question, if his body and his bones and his truck and all of this stuff barely survived,
how a wool sweater in the Pacific Northwest climate could survive after six years, to be able to
be identified as his? It makes no sense that they'd be able to identify that.

CHRIS MANSEAU: So, the coroner's inquest officially ruled that, due to circumstantial evidence
found at the site, that Granger succumbed to accidental massive injuries due to, or asa
consequence of, the explosion. So that's the official version from the coroner's inquest.

CHRIS MANSEAU: From the RCMP’s point of view and from BC coroner's point of view, he
ended up being a missing person who was later recovered, and the file was concluded. So since
then, the RCMP has done very little, if any, follow up on that file only because no new further
information has come forward and that, that would be what would forward this investigation.

NARRATION:

DESPITE THE RCMP RULING, ROBERT KELLER ISNOT CONVINCED THAT THE EXPLOSION ON
MOUNT PREVOST PROVES THAT GRANGER DIED IN THE BLAST, OR THAT IT WAS EVEN
GRANGER'S TRUCK.

ROBERT KELLER: Do | believe that they found Granger's truck on the mountain? Absolutely not.
| don't want to believe it. And | won't believe it until someone proves to me that they found his
bones.

NARRATION:

FOR ROBERT KELLER, ONE OF THE MOST MYSTERIOUS ASPECTS OF GRANGER'S
DISAPPEARANCE HAS TO DO WITH THE COLOR OF THE TRUCK THAT EXPLODED ON MOUNT
PREVOST.

ROBERT KELLER: I don't believe Granger ever owned a blue Datsun pickup. When he left my
house on the day he disappeared, he was driving that pink truck.

NARRATION:

THROUGHOUT THE POLICE REPORT, INVESTIGATORS CONSISTENTLY REFER TO GRANGER'S
TRUCKAS A BLUE DATSUN PICKUP. BUT ROBERT DISTINCTLY REMEMBERS PAINTING THE TRUCK
PEPTO BISMOL PINK, FROM ITS ORIGINAL BROWN COLOR. JOURNALIST TYLER HOOPER
BELIEVES HE HAS AN EXPLANATION.

TYLER HOOPER: Here's my understanding about the truck. I'm fairly certain it was pink when it
went missing. The issue is then, yes, why do the police inthe report and so on keep referring to
the truck being blue? And | think that was the color that the truck was registeredin. So, | think,
you know, when you register your car, there's a make, model, and color. So, there would have
been a color on the forms that Granger filled out when he put his insurance into ICBC. And |
think, because the truck was exploded on the mountain, that the paint would have burned off.
That's the impression that | got. | mean, the paint they were probably using to paint cars back



then was probably really oil heavy. It was just set to burn off. So, | don't think you could have
told in person what color the truck was. So, they defaulted to what was on the insurance form.

NARRATION:
ASIDE FROM THE TRUCK, TYLER ALSO UNCOVERED DETAILS ABOUT THE HUMAN REMAINS
THAT WERE FOUND AT THE BLAST SITE.

TYLER HOOPER: The biggest findings is the two bones that are found. And | believe they're quite
big. | mean, | think they're, one of them's six inches long by one inch thick. And | believe one of
them proved to be the bone on the upper arm. And they found the two bones and one of them
was broken due to the, the force of the explosion that the coroner determined, and they were
determined to be human by pathologists. They unfortunately couldn't be tested for DNA
because that was a new thing at the time. And from my understanding, the Duncan RCMP
wouldn't have had that sort of technology. So, that's too bad.

NARRATION:
SINCE DNA TESTS WERE NOT CONDUCTED, ROBERT ISNOT WILLING TO ASSUME THAT THE
BONES WERE THE REMAINS OF HIS FRIEND GRANGER.

ROBERT KELLER: The bone fragments that they found were found inconclusive for whether it
was even him or not. | don't even think they could say it was a male or female. But somehow
the coroner said that, “Oh, well, it's Granger.” Really? Sorry. Sorry, | have to laugh at that
because he closed the case saying that he felt that it was Granger, you know, but it was a bone
fragment that was inconclusive to whether it was even male or female, or, you know, like oh
my god, but maybe that's how they did things back then.

NARRATION:

DNA TECHNOLOGY WAS NOT AS AVAILABLE IN 1986. BUT TODAY THE BONES COULD BE TESTED
TO DETERMINE WHETHER THEY DO INDEED BELONG TO GRANGER TAYLOR. UNFORTUNATELY,
THE BONES HAVE GONE MISSING.

ROBERT KELLER: The RCMP in Canada, Royal Canadian Mounted Police, they're basically the
equivalent of the FBIlin the United States. They are our federal police. And they don't make
mistakes. They're, one of the best in the world. They’re the Queen's Guard. Even when they
destroy evidence because it's no longer needed, they know where it went. We destroyed the
evidence because it was no longer needed. So, it was burnt, it was trashed. It was done
whatever the police do to evidence that's no longer needed. But that's not what | was told. It
wasn't destroyed, it was lost or misplaced. So, now the mystery is, if you found what you claim
you found, where's the evidence?

NARRATION:
ACCORDING TO THE RCMP, IT'S UNCLEAR WHERE THE BONE FRAGMENTS ARE TODAY.



CHRIS MANSEAU: Policies change and procedures change over time, and this was 40 years ago.
| know when files, now, found bodies, or deceased people that becomes the property of the
coroner’s service, and then the coroner’s service will offer those to family for proper burial or
disposal as they see fit in line with their wishes. As for what happened to the bone fragments
that were found at that scene, the family members would likely know. If those family members
don't know then, | couldn't speak to where they are these days.

NARRATION:

WITHOUT THE BONE FRAGMENTS AND A DNA TEST, IT CAN'T BE PROVEN WHO DIED IN THE
EXPLOSION. BUT IF IT WAS GRANGER, ANOTHER QUESTION ARISES. HOW DID GRANGER
MANAGE TO CAUSE SUCH A MASSIVE EXPLOSION? FRIENDS AND FAMILY RECALL THAT
GRANGER HAD ACCESS TO DYNAMITE. BUT DID HE HAVE ENOUGH DYNAMITE TO TURN AN
ENTIRE TRUCKINTO JUST FRAGMENTS?

ROBERT KELLER: He did have access to dynamite because he used to blow stumps up on their
property to expand their fields. What | do remember is, | know how much dynamite he had,
because I'd been in the shed, I'd seen the dynamite. And he had basically one case of dynamite.
It was already an open case. So, you know, he had used a portion of that case of dynamite on
stumps and whatnot. And |, when | went to see his mother that day, after she got back from
Hawaii, | wandered around the yard because she thought well, maybe there's something out
there that would tell you where he is. So, you know, | went and kind of looked in the ship and
was looking around and I, now I'm not going to say 100%. But I'm 99.99% sure | looked into that
shed and that box of dynamite was still in there. So, unless he purchased some just the day
before he left, which there would be records for because they don't just sell dynamite to people
without keeping a record. Unless he purchased some a few days or a day before he left, the
dynamite that Granger did have was still at a property well, well after he had disappeared.

NARRATION:

IF GRANGER DID HAVE ENOUGH DYNAMITE FOR SUCH AN INTENSE BLAST, WAS THE
EXPLOSION INTENTIONAL, OR JUST AN UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT? IN THE POLICE REPORT, THE
ABSENCE OF EVIDENCE OF INTENTION LED INVESTIGATORS TO RULE THAT THE EXPLOSION WAS
ACCIDENTAL.

CHRIS MANSEAU: | know in my career, | have definitely come across dynamite that was very
old, what they call ‘sweaty dynamite’ that is unstable. And I've also seen people throw sticks of
dynamite that have just landed and it doesn't explode like it does in the movies. It's not that
unstable. It's actually one of the excellent qualities of dynamite is that itis stable for quite some
time. Now, whether, you know, maybe there could have been an accidental fire. Maybe there
was a spark, maybe there's something that would ignite that dynamite. But I've never come
across anything where there was an accidental dynamite discharge. But I've only been a police
officer for 15 years.

NARRATION:



JOURNALIST TYLER HOOPER BELIEVES AN ACCIDENTAL EXPLOSION WOULD HAVE BEEN VERY
UNCHARACTERISTIC OF GRANGER.

TYLER HOOPER: | find it hard to believe that Granger would, you know, accidentally set off
dynamite. And the other question, is if he did, what was he trying to do otherwise, just blow up
his truck and then hike down and, and disappear into the brush in the middle of the night? Like,
it just doesn't make a lot of sense. | mean, if there was a storm, | can see, okay, you're driving
up a mountain in a truck. It's bumpy, it's logging roads. You've got dynamite. Sure, dynamite
gets wet, it becomes unstable, and it can blow up. Sure. And | could believe that with or
without the storm. You know, ifit's raining, but | just think dealing with tools and machines and
dynamite does not seem like something he would be careless with. To take a bunch of
dynamite and drive up to the mountain inthe middle of the night speaks to me that it was
more purposely set off than it being an actual accident. Now the question for me is why? Why
set it off? What was Granger's motive behind it? And to me, that's always been the lingering
guestion is what was his, you know, train of thought that night and what was his motive for
taking the dynamite and driving up Mount Prevost? There are a lot of theories when it comes to
Granger's disappearance. | mean, a quick overview, I've heard everything from obviously him
being abducted by aliens, him being a secret agent for an agency like the CIA, him, you know,
moving down to South America. I've heard people say, you know, he was some sort of drug
mule for some organization, which seems so ridiculous to me. There's an abundance of theories
and, and a lot of them are outright crazy, in my opinion. | mean, but there are a few that, like
any rabbit hole, when you go down, you can try and make some sense of but you know, there's
not very many when it comes to Granger, in my opinion.

NARRATION:
ROBERT KELLER HAS HEARD HIS OWN SHARE OF RUMORS ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO HIS
FRIEND.

ROBERT KELLER: One of the theories that I've heard, people have said that he's been, you know,
taken by the government, because of his genius and his skills in building things. And, you know,
which, of course, | kind of go, “Yeah, yeah, you know, that, if the government really needed
somebody like that, you know, why not?” They took Werner von Braun or whatever, from
Germany, why not take Granger from Canada? So that one | kind of believed. That's a
possibility. You know, and Granger was just giving us the alien story to kind of cover it up,
although Granger was not known to lie to people. Maybe he would if he felt that he had to, to
protect people. Now, Granger had a lot of friends down in Colombia. And he did speak, you
know, a couple years before the alien thing, that he was actually considering on moving down
to Colombia and living with some friends down there and, you know, a lot of money to be made
down there. So, | have to say, yeah, that's possible, too, which would tell me that the real truck
was driven off a pier into the ocean somewhere. And, uh, he just flew to Columbia, | mean,
crossing the border, who would have checked even back then? You know, you cross the border
just by saying you were Canadian. You didn't even have to show ID. “Yeah, I'm from Canada.
Okay, have a nice day.” That's kind of how easy it was to cross borders back then. And there
you go, and he may still be alive down there, listening to this podcast now.



NARRATION:

CHRIS MANSEAU OF THE RCMP WAS ONLY THREE YEARS OLD WHEN GRANGER DISAPPEARED.
BUT HE WISHES HE HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN THE INVESTIGATION AT THE TIME, SO HE COULD
ASK SOME QUESTIONS OF HIS OWN.

CHRIS MANSEAU: | wish | knew Granger prior to this event. | would think | would have a better
understanding of the totality of the circumstances. Unfortunately, that's just not possible. I've
dealt with many people who were in a mental crisis, and they always have an answer for every
question. You can't convince somebody of something that doesn't exist when they're that sure
of it. How would someone at that time have convinced Granger that there were no aliens? He
was that sure of it as well. It's entirely possible that Mr. Granger went up to that remote
location, waiting to be contacted or met with by these extraterrestrials, whether that happened
or not, difficult to say. But maybe he sat there for several days waiting. Maybe he took food and
provisions with him. And when that didn't materialize, maybe he didn't want to come back
down to society, feeling like he was going to let everyone down and admitting that that was
incorrect. Maybe that's when the explosion happened.

NARRATION:
TYLER HOOPER HAS HIS OWN THEORY ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED TO GRANGER THAT STORMY
NIGHT.

TYLER HOOPER: Anything Granger put his mind to, he could do. And | think he was so talented
and so gifted at creating these machines, and | do think it was an expression of him, too. Like,
that's the other thing. | think, when he did these seemingly crazy things, like put a boat engine
in a car, | think it was kind of his signature, his way of expressing himself, you know, to himself
and to the world. And | think that might have been really lonely for him at times. | think, you
know, he did, you know, obviously rub off on people like Robert, but | think ultimately, | don't
think Granger had a lot of intimacy in his life. | don't think he necessarily felt very strong
connections with people. And so, | think he may or may not have created another world, you
know, that being space, and, you know, UFOs and aliens, and | think he may have used that as a
way for him to escape. And | think ultimately, what happened was that, whether it was
through, you know, through his own actions and his own will, that he drove up to that
mountain that night, and decided that he was going to try and get to space to get away. Or he
was suffering from some sort of episode that led him to believe that was going to happen, but
he ended up blowing himself up. | believe, regardless, Granger wanted to get away. | do still
believe, until someone can show me more evidence to show otherwise, | do think Granger
perished on that mountain. And | think, between the note, getting his estate and his will in
order, you know, a few months prior, it all speaks, to me, Granger saying goodbye in one form
or another and | don't think he had any intention of coming back.

NARRATION:
FOR ROBERT THOUGH, THE IDEA THAT GRANGER MAY HAVE TAKEN HIS OWN LIFE RUNS
COUNTER TO EVERYTHING HE KNEW ABOUT HIS FRIEND.



ROBERT KELLER: Granger didn't believe in suicide. He used to always call it the coward's way
out. In his way, it was the journey. It's not the destination, it's the journey. And, you can make
this world anything you want it to be if you just put a little imagination and try, right? And he
was, he was so, | don't know. The best way to put it, | guess, is he was so into life, like, anybody
and everybody that knew him will tell you the same thing, that Granger was not suicidal and he
would have never taken his life. | mean, he was making really good money that he was bringing
back to his family. He loved his mother to death. | mean, that woman, she was his god. | mean,
he loved his dog. He loved the projects that he was building. He loved the spotlight that he was
being putin. It wasn't a huge spotlight, but he was being put in a spotlight because he built a
plane and they put it in the fall fair. And so, | couldn't picture anything, going back all those
years, that would all of a sudden make him say, “Okay, you know what, | hate my life now and |
want to end it.” That's just mind boggling that anybody could even consider that. But again, you
know, | knew him. They didn't. And | don't believe it's fact.

NARRATION:
OF ALL THE THEORIES ABOUT GRANGER'S DISAPPEARANCE, ROBERT BELIEVES THAT THE MOST
LIKELY ANSWER IS ALSO THE SIMPLEST.

ROBERT KELLER: Well, | believe Granger will come back. Granger is going to come back and he's
going to contact one of my family members, whether it be my grandchildren or my
grandchildren's grandchildren, but | believe that when he does come back, he's going to find
them and contact them and explain to them that he was a very good, close personal friend to
their grandfather, or great grandfather. You know, and then tell his story and, you know, what
it was like out there, you know, going beyond anywhere that people on Earth have even
fathomed to go.

NARRATION:
GRANGER’S SISTER, GAY, STILL KEEPS HIS ROOM JUST AS HE LEFT IT ON THE OFF CHANCE THAT
HE DOES RETURN ONE DAY. BUT THE ROOM ALSO SERVES AS A PLACE TO REMEMBER THE LIFE
OF HER UNIQUE BROTHER, GRANGER TAYLOR, THE MECHANICAL GENIUS AND THE PERPETUAL
STARGAZER.

GAY REYNOLDS: Sometimes | feel sad, but then | think maybe wherever he’s at, he’s probably in
a good place, so | don't get too sad. Maybe he did take off with the aliens. Who knows? It's too
bad we couldn't interview the aliens, eh? That would be good.

CHRIS MANSEAU: So, from the from the RCMP’s point of view, this file has been resolved. And
at this point, there's no further investigation on that file. Now, that's not to say that if Granger
didn't show up one day and walk down Main Street, we would, uh, definitely have some
questions for him. But until that happens, we’re considering the file concluded.

NARRATION:



IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF GRANGER
TAYLOR, PLEASE GO TO UNSOLVED.COM.

NEXT ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES...

JOHN DAWES: What concerns me about this killer is the ability to inflict those assaults on a
woman, and two precious girls, and those two little boys, and not speak a word about it. That's
completely narcissistic and sociopathic. That's what concerns me.

NARRATION:

Unsolved Mysteries is a production of Cosgrove Meurer Productions and Cadence 13. ltis
executive produced by Terry Dunn Meurer and Chris Corcoran. Produced by Lloyd Lochridge,
Christine Lenig, Courtney Ennis, and Paige Hymson. The Story Producer for this episode was
Cynthia Bowles, and it was edited by Ryan Dann. From Cadence 13, editing, mixing and
mastering by Chris Basil, Andy Jaskiewicz and Bill Schultz. Production support by Sean Cherry
and lan Mandt. Artwork and design is by Curt Courtenay. Publicity by Josefina Francis and
Hillary Schupf. The original theme music was composed by Gary Malkin and Michael Boyd.

THANKS FOR LISTENING TO EPISODE 7 OF UNSOLVED MYSTERIES.



