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DIANA MAINA: One cop car pulls in. And I remember him asking me, “Where?” And I pointed to 
the back door. And he goes, guns drawn. Ambulances, fire trucks are coming in, a helicopter 
comes in. And we still don't know what's happening.  
 
JOHN DAWES: What concerns me about this killer is the ability to inflict those assaults on a 
woman, and two precious girls, and those two little boys, and not speak a word about it. That's 
completely narcissistic and sociopathic. That's what concerns me. 
 
NARRATION: 
ON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 1ST, 2007, THE PHONE RINGS INSIDE THE HOME OF JANE 
KURIA, AND IT GOES UNANSWERED. THE SINGLE MOM OF THREE HASN'T BEEN HEARD FROM 
IN OVER 24 HOURS. JANE’S SISTER-IN-LAW, PAULINE, IS IN A STATE OF PANIC AND 
DESPERATELY ENLISTS THE HELP OF HER NIECE, DIANA. THE TWO HEAD OVER TO JANE'S 
HOUSE, AND WHAT THEY FIND IS THE AFTERMATH OF A VILE AND BRUTAL SLAUGHTER. A 
SCENE THAT WILL HAUNT THE FAMILY AND HOMICIDE DETECTIVES FOR YEARS TO COME.  
 
I’M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “THE KURIA FAMILY MURDERS.” 
 
POWDER SPRINGS IS A NORTHWEST SUBURB OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA. THE POPULATION IS 
ABOUT 16,000. THE CUL DE SAC WHERE JANE KURIA LIVES WITH HER TWO DAUGHTERS AND 
YOUNG SON IS QUIET AND PEACEFUL, WITH NICE HOMES AND WELL-KEPT LAWNS, WHICH 
MAKES WHAT HAPPENED IN THIS NEIGHBORHOOD IN 2007 EVEN MORE SHOCKING AND 
DISTURBING. WHEN PAULINE TUNDAE HASN’T HEAR FROM HER SISTER-IN-LAW JANE IN MORE 
THAN A DAY, SHE HEADS OVER TO JANE’S HOME WITH HER NIECE, DIANA MAINA. 
  
DIANA MAINA: My Aunt Pauline, she knocks on the door at maybe around 9:45 in the morning, 
and she tells me, “Hey, do you mind taking me over to your Aunt's house, to Jane's house, 
because I've been trying to call them. My son is over there, and it's unlike them to not answer 
the phones or open the door ever since Monday.” So, I get into the car, and I hadn't even 
brushed my teeth. Honestly, I just got into the car and we drove over there. So, she goes to 
open the front door. As she's walking toward the front, I make my way to the back. And as I 
walk up to the porch, I noticed the sliding door is not entirely closed. So, I slide the door open 
and move the binds. And, in that instance, there was just nothing. There's no noise, there's no 
sound. It's dark. And the only thing that I saw was a cartoon on and that was the only light. And 
so, when I went to make my way into the house, I noticed blood on the floor, and there's a 
body, and the blood is so much. It's all over the floor. It's up against the walls, and I instantly 
froze. And I told my Aunt, “You need to go back. Go back!” And she asks, “What's wrong?” I tell 
her, “There's a body on the floor and there's blood all over.” And she started screaming.  
 
NARRATION: 



WITHIN MINUTES, JANE KURIA'S HOME IS SURROUNDED BY POLICE CARS, AMBULANCES, FIRE 
TRUCKS, AND A HELICOPTER HOVERS ABOVE. THE SCENE IS CROWDED AND CHAOTIC. 
 
DIANA MAINA: All of a sudden, I see a first responder stick out his hand and he puts five fingers 
up in the air. And then he puts up two, and then he puts up three. And I asked the officer, like, 
“What does that mean?” And he told me, “Did you see an ambulance leave?” and I said, 
“Yeah.” “And a chopper?” and I said, “Yeah.” “That's two of the survivors.” And I said, “What 
about the three? What happened to the three?” He said, “They didn't make it.” 
  
NARRATION: 
THE THREE DECEASED VICTIMS ARE JANE KURIA, AGE 46, HER 19-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER 
ISABELLA, AND HER 16-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER ANNABELLE. THEY HAVE ALL BEEN BLUDGEONED 
TO DEATH. JANE'S SON, 8-YEAR-OLD JEREMY, AND HER NEPHEW, 11-YEAR-OLD PK, HAVE 
SOMEHOW SURVIVED THE BRUTAL ATTACK, AND NOW CLING TO LIFE AS THEY'RE RUSHED TO 
THE HOSPITAL. 
  
DIANA MAINA: I can see my Aunt. I mean, she's still crying hysterically. She's calling everybody 
she knows on the phone. And they never even took out the bodies until the whole entire family 
was moved from there, because we left and went down to Powder Springs police to get a 
briefing and, that's when they moved the bodies. It's unreal because on Sunday, I know that 
they were right next door at my cousin's house. 
  
NARRATION: 
AT THE POLICE STATION, JANE’S NIECE DIANA, WHO WAS JUST 22 AT THE TIME, TRIES TO 
ABSORB THE MAGNITUDE OF THE LOSS OF THIS INNOCENT AND BEAUTIFUL FAMILY. 
  
DIANA MAINA: Jane, as a mom, she was awesome. She really wanted to do everything that she 
could to provide everything for her kids. Make sure they were in school on time, that their 
homework’s done, trying to keep up with good grades. She was strict, but she also had her 
times when she would put her hair down and have fun. Very outspoken, strong, hard-working, 
had really, really good work ethic. She worked at a nursing home right downtown in Powder 
Springs, and she made such good friends over the years with seniors, helping them just have 
better days and they helped her make better memories with herself and her kids. I think she 
really lived for that.  
  
NARRATION: 
ALL OF JANE'S HARD WORK WAS REFLECTED IN HER CHILDREN, WHO INTERNALIZED HER 
POSITIVE ATTITUDE AND COMMITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY. ISABELLA HAD JUST STARTED 
COLLEGE. ANNABELLE WAS ALREADY AN ACTIVE MEMBER IN HER LOCAL CHURCH. JEREMY WAS 
A TYPICAL BASKETBALL-LOVING KID WHO DREAMED OF MOVING BACK TO KENYA ONE DAY. 
AND THEIR COUSIN, PK, HAD JUST ARRIVED IN THE UNITED STATES FROM KENYA TWO DAYS 
EARLIER. THEY WERE ALL GOOD KIDS. NOTHING ABOUT THEIR LIVES INDICATED THAT THEY 
HAD DONE ANYTHING TO ATTRACT THE VIOLENT ATTACK. 
 



DIANA MAINA: The questions that the police officers asked me were very general questions, 
you know, “This is your Aunt?” “Yes.” “Did you know of anybody that they might have been 
dating, or anybody who would want to do this to them? Do you know whether anybody was 
affiliated with any gangs?” And no. We all had so many questions of even how somebody would 
even attack a child, let alone how they died. 
  
JOHN DAWES: I remember getting this call at about 8:30 or nine o'clock in the morning. I was in 
my office, at my cubicle. I was told that I needed to respond to the scene and that my role 
would be to serve as the lead investigator on behalf of the Cobb County Police Department. I 
had been working death investigation, homicide investigation, between the police department 
and the medical examiner's office for 16 years at the time. So, I was kind of considered one of 
the older salty dogs, I guess.  
  
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE JOHN DAWES ARRIVES AT THE KURIA HOME AND BEGINS HIS ASSESSMENT OF THE 
HORRIFIC CRIME SCENE. 
  
JOHN DAWES: So, I put on the booties and the gloves and I went in to take a look around. I 
could see that the scene in the kitchen, where Jane Kuria had been found dead, was a horrific, 
blood-covered crime scene. And in that blood, there were many things that told me about what 
had occurred during the assault. There were smears. There were cast-offs. There were any 
number of blood stain patterns that I can interpret, which told me that this was blunt trauma 
and that it occurred in a way that Jane knew what was about to happen. She saw it coming and 
she began to fight for her life. And it was horrific. There was a lot more assault, there were a lot 
more strikes, than would have been necessary to cause Jane Kuria to die. When you see these 
types of assaults, you understand very quickly that the person just was inflamed. There was so 
much rage. They were angered beyond what they could handle emotionally, and they took it 
out on the body of another person. 
  
JOHN DAWES (CONT’D): And then there was, what appeared to be, a teenage female who was 
deceased at the front door. Again, it was blunt trauma that caused the injuries to the person 
that I later identified as Isabelle Kuria, and her body was in a pool of blood in the hardwood 
landing in front of the front door. The difference in those two scenes was this: Jane saw it 
coming, and Jane was in a fight for her life, and did everything that she could to defend herself 
and, I have no doubt, protect her children. The scene for Isabelle, she never saw it coming, 
which made sense with all the circumstances that we were later able to put together. Isabelle 
came up the steps and got hit, and continued to be hit, until she died at the bottom of the 
steps. After I looked at Isabelle's scene, then I went a short distance down the hallway to where 
Annabelle Kuria was lying. There was a lot less blood evidence there. There was cast-offs that 
were on the carpet and the wall. So, I knew that this was similar trauma, blunt force, and it was 
to the head. And her scene, Annabelle and Isabelle’s scenes were similar in that neither one 
knew what happened. They both walked into being hit.  
  
NARRATION: 



JUST BEYOND ANNABELLE’S BODY IS A BEDROOM WHERE POLICE FIND JANE’S SON, JEREMY, 
AND HER NEPHEW, PK, WHO BOTH SURVIVED THE ATTACK. 
  
JOHN DAWES: They were both assaulted in the bedroom. The sheets, the bedding, the 
mattresses were blood-soaked. And although the injuries were similar, blunt force trauma to 
the head, obviously with the same instrument, they were able to survive the injuries, and I 
think that's because their heads would have been on a pillow which would have consumed 
some of the blows. I guess over the span of, I don't know, I was 50 years old at the time, and 
had been around death for 20 years at that time and seen more than most people can imagine. 
You don't get cold to it. You don't get used to it. Any scene where a kid is hurt is brutal, to have 
to stand there and look at. 
  
DIANA MAINA: Jeremy was airlifted and he was taken straight to the Children's Hospital in 
Atlanta. And he was in a really critical condition. PK was taken by ambulance. He was not as 
brutally attacked as Jeremy was, but they were really, really in bad shape, the both of them. So 
shortly after we left the Powder Springs Police, we all went to Children's Hospital.  
  
JOHN DAWES: We were obviously concerned that, if word got out that PK and Jeremy survived 
their injuries, that this person, who had clearly intended to cause their death, because he or 
she or they could be identified, would come take care of business. So, from the moment those 
two boys arrived at the hospital, we had uniform personnel, and we had undercover people, 
making sure nothing happened to those two boys. And that continued. That went on for days 
while they were there.  
  
NARRATION: 
IN ADDITION TO PROTECTING THE BOYS, DETECTIVES ALSO HOPE TO OBTAIN INFORMATION OR 
LEADS FROM ANYONE WHO COMES TO VISIT THEM. 
  
JOHN DAWES: We made efforts to recover conversation from their rooms and pick up on 
anything that we could. We had people there. And we were never able to identify anything 
being talked about, about the particular crime. It was obviously just concern for both kids and 
the terrible, terrible crime that occurred and, and how it would affect the family, and so forth. 
  
NARRATION:  
WITH NO IDEA WHY JANE AND HER CHILDREN WERE TARGETED FOR SUCH A VIOLENT ASSAULT, 
OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS WORRY THAT THEY, TOO, COULD BE IN DANGER.  
  
DIANA MAINA: I was really uncomfortable just being in the house, or even being anywhere 
without people. I would not get into the house by myself because I didn't feel safe. And so, 
when no one was around, I'd opt to sleep in the car until somebody, either my neighbor or my 
brother, would come home. I'd rather sleep in the car where I know I can turn on my ignition 
and drive. I just didn't know, were we gonna be next? 
 
NARRATION: 



AFTER COMPLETING HIS INITIAL WALKTHROUGH OF THE KURIA HOME, DETECTIVE DAWES 
PUTS TOGETHER A TIMELINE OF THE CRIME. HE ESTIMATES THAT THE MURDERS TOOK PLACE 
ABOUT 30 HOURS BEFORE DIANA AND HER AUNT DISCOVERED THE BODIES. PHONE AND DATA 
RECORDS REVEAL THAT ISABELLA ANSWERED AN EMAIL JUST AFTER MIDNIGHT ON JULY 31ST. 
THEN, AT 3:30AM, A PHONE CALL TO JANE WENT UNANSWERED. THIS PLACES THE TIME OF 
THE MURDER SOMEWHERE BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 3AM ON JULY 31ST. AT THAT LATE 
HOUR, NEIGHBORS WERE SLEEPING AND DIDN’T HEAR THE ATTACK, AND NO ONE SAW THE 
KILLER ENTERING OR LEAVING THE KURIA HOME.  
  
JOHN DAWES: Initially looking at the scene, we knew that the back door was not locked. No 
door, no window on the house showed any sign of any recent attempt to force entry. So, you 
have to believe, from those findings, that this person was known to Jane and she opened the 
door, when that person arrived. The table in the kitchen completely indicates that someone 
was there, for at least a moment, with Jane, having a discussion. I have to assume that the 
weapon that was used was brought to the scene, with knowledge that it was going to be used. 
We didn't find any weapon at the scene, or anything at the scene that would have been 
consistent with the injuries. The instrument, we know from the autopsy, was long, leaving 
marks 10 or 12 inches long on some injuries, so it had to be something of some length, and it 
had to be, obviously, something very porous, very strong material, something like stainless steel 
or lead.  
  
JOHN DAWES (CONT'D): And, because of a significant injury to Jane, under the chin, we know 
that that end, which was used to inflict that injury, was pronged, like forked. And I know from 
experience in hundreds of other crimes I've worked, the person got injured. You can't do that 
assault and not sustain some type of injury that would have produced blood. However, dropped 
blood from the killer that is then mixed in with a greater quantity of Jane's own blood, means 
that all we find is Jane’s blood. Jane's blood would overwhelm a little bit of blood from the bad 
guy. The odd thing about what I saw that day is there wasn't a transfer from one scene to the 
next. And, and I literally see this, because of that, as four crime scenes. The blood from the 
kitchen didn't drip, shoe print, smear, or otherwise move to the crime scene that Isabelle was 
contained within. And the crime scene that Isabelle was contained in didn't move toward the 
scene where Annabelle was, down the hallway. There's no continuation of blood from one to 
the next, and that is very odd. 
  
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE DAWES CONDUCTS A THOROUGH SEARCH OF THE HOUSE, LOOKING FOR ANY 
OTHER FORENSIC EVIDENCE THAT MIGHT IDENTIFY THE KILLER.  
  
JOHN DAWES: There were many, many items that came out of the house, and, and we never 
came up with any print that couldn’t be matched to the victims, or just couldn't otherwise be 
identified. And, there was zero blood leaving the house, in any direction. We walked it, we 
searched it, we checked it. There's no blood in the driveway, there's no blood on the sidewalk, 
there's no blood in the grass, there's no blood coming off onto the deck. There's no blood. How, 
and why, that happened? I don’t know. Did they take their shoes off? I wouldn't have think they 



would have thought about that, but it's possible. So we have no prints. We have no DNA, 
except for our identified victims. I don't think that this killer is smart. I think that this killer is 
emotionally driven. What concerns me about this killer is the ability to inflict those assaults on a 
woman, and two precious girls, and those two little boys, and not speak a word about it. That's 
completely narcissistic and sociopathic. That's what concerns me. 
  
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE DAWES CONCLUDES HIS INITIAL INVESTIGATION OF THE CRIME SCENE WITHOUT 
ANY CLEAR LEADS. BUT HE SUSPECTS THAT JANE PROBABLY KNEW HER KILLER AND THAT SHE 
LET HIM INTO THE HOUSE VOLUNTARILY. THAT NIGHT, AS DEVASTATED FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
COME TOGETHER, DAWES CONTINUES TO COLLECT INFORMATION ABOUT THE VICTIMS AND A 
MOTIVE FOR THE MURDERS.  
  
JOHN DAWES: So that evening, I made myself available at a gathering of family, and friends, and 
probably 30 people. And so, I was just there looking to see who was going to show up. Just 
watching. But all of a sudden, that evening, I was approached by this person who I had not seen 
earlier in the day. And this person said, just out of the blue, “Hey, um, I don't know if anybody's 
brought this up, but you need to look at the Mungiki tribe for these murders.” I was told by that 
person that the Mungiki’s were a sect, or tribe, in Kenya, who, for political motivations, were 
known for violent assaults and deaths in Kenya. This is the only person who ever brought up 
anything for me to look at. And this is on the night the crimes were discovered. They talked 
about their knowing Jane from church. They attended the same church in Marietta, and 
sometimes Annabelle would babysit his two young boys. And he would come over and do some 
work around the house for her, you know, because she's a single mom and he'd mow grass, or 
fix something, or whatever, and just kind of left it at that. But to bring up the Mungiki tribe, at 
the moment, just felt like I was being thrown in a direction. And this felt weird. This felt really, 
really strange. So, I made the contacts I needed to make. I did the research I needed to do. The 
information I received back was that years ago, the Mungiki tribe was a very real, very violent, 
very nasty politically motivated sect of people, but they wouldn't have ever just far-reaching 
come to the United States and killed somebody. There was nothing ever, even to this day, that 
would suggest any involvement by the Mungiki tribe.  
  
NARRATION: 
THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE MURDERS OF JANE KURIA AND HER CHILDREN INTENSIFIES, BUT 
DETECTIVE JOHN DAWES STILL HAS NO VIABLE LEADS OR SUSPECTS. 
  
JOHN DAWES: I had interviewed many friends. I had interviewed many family members. We 
had done canvassing in the neighborhood. There was a lot of work that had been accomplished 
and through that, nobody could provide anything about any suspicious ongoings, about 
anything that had happened previously, that they were aware of, where someone would be 
angered at Jane, or Jane would be angry with them. There were no risks identified. There was 
just nothing.  
  
NARRATION:  



THE DETECTIVE'S REVIEW OF ALL THE INTERVIEWS AND WITNESSES EVENTUALLY TAKES HIM 
BACK TO THAT SUSPICIOUS ENCOUNTER HE HAD AT THE GATHERING OF JANE'S FAMILY ON THE 
EVENING AFTER THE MURDERS. DAWES BEGINS TO INVESTIGATE THE MAN WHO WARNED HIM 
ABOUT THE POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF THE MUNGIKI TRIBE.  
  
JOHN DAWES: This suspect is from Kenya, had been in the United States a number of years. 
He's married. He had a situation where he worked during the day, until at least early afternoon, 
and then he could go home. His wife was at home during the day but, at night, she worked 
quite a distance away. And his whole family is known to Jane. They know one another from 
church. So, he's a good fit. His alibi stunk. His alibi was that his wife was at work, and he was at 
home. So, being home alone, with no other adult to represent that, put him on shaky ground 
with me. 
  
NARRATION: 
DAWES BRINGS THE PERSON OF INTEREST IN TO BE INTERVIEWED ON FOUR SEPARATE 
OCCASIONS, SLOWLY BUILDING TRUST AND WORKING TO EXTRACT ANY POTENTIAL CLUES. HE 
OBTAINS FINGERPRINTS, DNA, A HAIR SAMPLE, AND TAKES PHOTOGRAPHS. HE MAKES A 
VISUAL ASSESSMENT OF THE MAN, LOOKING FOR ANY VISIBLE SIGNS OF INJURIES. BUT EVEN 
THOUGH THE MAN’S RELATIONSHIP WITH JANE SEEMS SUSPICIOUS, THERE IS NO FORENSIC 
EVIDENCE TO CONNECT HIM TO THE SCENE OF THE CRIME.  
  
JOHN DAWES: When I was doing the court orders to get Jane's phone records early in the case, I 
didn't want just the day of the murder. I wanted some history. So, I went back a month and I 
got all the phone calls starting on July 1, and going past the day the bodies were discovered for 
a couple of days. And there was this distinct pattern of ten to twelve calls back and forth a day 
between these two, and then they suddenly stopped on July 31st. I’m talking about 300 calls. 
So, when I talked to this guy about this, the number of times he had called Jane, the times she 
had called him, as many times he had been in the house, doing things for her, the answers 
were, “I don't know.” “Well, why didn't you call her on July 31?” “I don't know.” “Man, you 
called her ten or twelve times a day, every day, for 30 days. Why didn't you call her that day?” 
“I don't know.” So, they're all just crap answers. It's just, when you don't have leverage on 
someone, with some physical evidence, you've got an extremely uphill battle in an interview. 
  
NARRATION: 
THE MAN INSISTS TO JOHN THAT HE AND JANE WERE ONLY FRIENDS. BUT DIANA RECALLS 
WITNESSING AN ENCOUNTER BETWEEN THE TWO THAT INDICATED THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
CLOSER THAN THAT.  
  
DIANA MAINA: I had once seen them in a liquor store kicking it up with Jane. They were headed 
to a party. He had left his car there, and they were taking one car. So, when I heard that he was 
the person who was making these many phone calls, that moment, that memory of me seeing 
them together in liquor store, stood out to me, because I saw this was more than just a 
friendship relationship. It seemed odd to the whole family that this person and my Aunt Jane 



had this interaction of speaking so many times within the month and, this particular day, when 
everybody is making an effort to reach Jane, he never called her. 
  
NARRATION: 
DAWES GETS A TIP FROM FAMILY MEMBERS WHO QUESTION WHETHER THE POTENTIAL 
SUSPECT MAY HAVE HAD AN INAPPROPRIATE RELATIONSHIP WITH JANE’S 16-YEAR-OLD 
DAUGHTER, ANNABELLE. 
  
JOHN DAWES: There were some times he would come over on, say, a Friday or whatever, and 
take Annabelle to dinner as part of his payment for her babysitting the kids when she did. But, 
just the two of them would go to dinner. There were family and friends who were skeptical, 
who took it a step beyond, “Maybe he had something going with Jane, and was mad that she 
was ending it,” or what other hypothetical situation you could come up with. And then they 
started thinking, oh my god, he hit on Annabelle. And she told her Mom, and Jane would 
definitely confront him about that and be angry. And he wouldn't want his wife to know that he 
had hit on Annabelle. But here again, it's something I can't verify. It's something I consider. But I 
can't ask Annabelle, and I can't ask Jane. I can ask him, and he denied it. It's something that I 
wouldn't be surprised by, but it's something I can't verify. 
  
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE DAWES ALSO LEARNS THAT THE SUSPECT APPROACHED JANE NEARLY A YEAR 
BEFORE THE MURDERS, REQUESTING TO BORROW A LARGE SUM OF MONEY, WHICH SHE 
AGREED TO LOAN HIM. 
  
JOHN DAWES: Jane loaned the money to this guy, who was then going to send it to Kenya, to 
his father, for the conversion of money and to purchase wheat. So, I'm sure that she was 
wanting that money back. And from my study into the person Jane was, she would have been 
after it. She would have been demanding it back, so that goes to motive. You push somebody 
for a debt they owe and they can't pay it. That's motive. 
  
NARRATION: 
DIANA ALSO HAS QUESTIONS ABOUT JANE’S FINANCES. SHE REMEMBERS AN ODD PHONE 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN JANE AND HER OWN MOTHER ONLY DAYS BEFORE THE MURDERS.  
   
DIANA MAINA: She calls my Mom, and when she's having dinner, and she tells my Mom, “Oh, 
hey, you know, I haven't told you, but I spoke to your husband. And I told him, I'm expecting 
some money and I’ll send it over as soon as I get it.” And so, my Mom asks her, like, “Oh, wow, 
okay, so how much money is it?” And she's like, “Oh, it's $30,000.” And because it's a single 
mom, and she's working, and has all these things going on, my Mom curiously asked her like, 
“Hey, where are you getting this money from?” and she said, “Oh, don't worry. It's just the 
business I'm getting into.” And we left it at that. However, years after just sitting down and 
pondering, I came to find out that she had gone into business with her friends, and they were 
about to sell a house, or they were working on selling their house sometime that month, before 
she passed away. But none of us knew that she was ever into any sort of business, especially 



real estate. So those are a few things that just stand out to me, and the fact that she never 
received the money. My dad never received the money. And, we never found out where it was 
coming from. 
  
NARRATION: 
THE CONNECTION BETWEEN JANE'S MYSTERIOUS INCOME AND THE LARGE LOAN SHE GAVE TO 
HER KENYAN FRIEND NEVER MATERIALIZES. WITHOUT PHYSICAL OR FORENSIC EVIDENCE, JOHN 
IS UNABLE TO CONNECT THE MAN TO THE MURDERS. WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, JEREMY AND HIS 
COUSIN PK RECOVER ENOUGH SO THAT DAWES CAN FINALLY CONDUCT A PROPER INTERVIEW. 
HE HOPES THE BOYS HOLD THE KEY TO IDENTIFYING THE PERPETRATOR OF THE SAVAGE 
ATTACK. 
  
JOHN DAWES: Once Jeremy and PK were discharged from the hospital, I was able to get some 
interviews in. You have to understand the severity of the trauma that they sustained, that they 
were unconscious for 24 hours, and that once they were at the hospital, they received 
treatment, including medications. So, that all affects memory. Jeremy has very little recall of 
anything. PK’s statement has been consistent all the way through. And his statement is seeing 
this man, that he had never seen before, who spoke the Kenyan language, and that he was 
wearing a floral print shirt. PK’s statement did not include any description of facial 
characteristic. For the average citizen to be the victim or witness a tragic, traumatic crime and 
then have the ability to identify somebody a day later, a week later, it just rarely happens. 
  
NARRATION: 
NEITHER JEREMY NOR PK CAN POSITIVELY IDENTIFY THE KILLER, LEAVING DETECTIVE DAWES 
WITH A PILE OF FRUSTRATING CLUES THAT JUST DON'T ADD UP. THE ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE 
THAT HE HOPES MIGHT BREAK OPEN THE CASE IS A BLOOD-SOAKED TOWEL THAT WAS FOUND 
IN A DITCH NEARLY TWO MILES AWAY FROM THE CRIME SCENE THE DAY AFTER THE MURDERS. 
 
JOHN DAWES: This blood-stained hand towel contained a significant quantity of blood, and it 
was submitted to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation crime lab for analysis. And that DNA 
profile does not match Jane, or Isabelle, or Annabelle, or Jeremy Kuria, and it does not match 
PK Thande. It's somebody else. And, although it's two miles away, it wasn't there the day 
before, and it was there that morning. That's just too circumstantial for a common sense 
detective, like I've always been. If we can do the genetic genealogy, extracting the DNA, 
building the profile, and then searching it in the database, we are likely to come across a 
relative, and then we can use the DNA profile to keep narrowing the scope of relatives until 
they arrive at who it is, or who it is most likely. 
  
NARRATION: 
THE BLOOD ON THE TOWEL IS ALSO COMPARED TO THE DNA FROM DAWES’ PERSON OF 
INTEREST, JANE’S MYSTERIOUS FRIEND FROM KENYA. BUT, IT’S NOT A MATCH. SO, IF THE DNA 
DOESN'T MATCH THE SUSPECT, OR ANY OF THE VICTIMS, WHOSE BLOOD COULD IT BE? 
  



JOHN DAWES: I have looked, since day one, at the possibility that I was dealing with more than 
one suspect, mainly because of the very distinct separation scene to scene within that house. 
It's just unexplainable for me, in my experience, to say one person did it without tracking 
everything through. It means that we may be looking at two, rather than one, which makes the 
possibility of these assaults occurring so separately, and maintaining separation, a little bit 
easier to accomplish if you have two committing the crimes. Part of the reason this case stands 
cold today is because there's just too many what ifs. There's too many roads to go down to. It's 
not narrowed enough to isolate to one particular, factual thing. 
  
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE DAWES HOLDS OUT HOPE THAT ONE DAY A GENETIC ANALYSIS OF THE BLOOD-
SOAKED TOWEL WILL LEAD TO THE PERPETRATOR OF THE KURIA FAMILY MURDERS. BUT UNTIL 
THEN, ALL THE EVIDENCE AND CLUES HE HAS COLLECTED HAVE NOT BEEN ENOUGH TO 
WARRANT AN ARREST. 
  
JOHN DAWES: I still hear from Diana. She knows that I retired a year ago, but I'm not going to 
tell her not to call me. It's a nightmare. You can't work homicide with any effectiveness at all, 
unless you are willing to sacrifice your life for it. When these cases happen, you have to walk up 
to that scene, knowing that you are a part of that, and those victim family survivors are now 
your family. An obligation that you owe them is to get them an answer. So, with this case, there 
are two little boys, who are now 13 years older, but they're still little boys to me, who, more 
than anything in this world, deserve to know what happened, to themselves and to their family, 
so that they can begin to heal.  
  
NARRATION:  
SINCE THE ATTACKS, BOTH JEREMY KURIA AND PK THANDE HAVE TRIED TO MOVE ON WITH 
THEIR LIVES. THEY BOTH RETURNED TO BE WITH FAMILY IN KENYA, WHERE JEREMY RECENTLY 
FINISHED HIGH SCHOOL, AND PK IS STUDYING MUSIC AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI. FOR 
DIANA, THOUGH, IT’S BEEN DIFFICULT TO MOVE PAST THAT DAY.  
  
DIANA MAINA: I still revisit that case every single day because nothing adds up. I think it was a 
business dealing gone wrong, honestly. But that amount of rage and anger is shocking, because 
we did not know anyone around our circle of friends, or even her circle of friends, who would 
put out that much anger. So, we're still so confused about who it might be and how they’d have 
met them, and how their deal went so wrong that he had to do this to her. And so, it still 
completely shocks me. Everybody, all the cousins now, we have children. One thing we know 
about Annabelle is she loved children. She just loved them, and it hurts me that she will never 
see them, or Isabella, or even Jane. All the cousins grew up knowing each other, spending time 
together. Because that's how my Aunts and my Mom and them, they had done it. So, we were 
used to always being so close. And we still are, but we're three people short. We miss just all of 
us being together, laughing, and making silly jokes about everything, because that's how we all 
grew up. We miss out on that.  
 
NARRATION: 



IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CASE, PLEASE CONTACT THE COBB COUNTY 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE COLD CASE TIPLINE AT 770-528-3032, OR EMAIL 
COLDCASE@COBBCOUNTY.ORG, OR GO TO UNSOLVED.COM. 
  
NEXT ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
  
LINDA ZIMMERMAN: This was a very significant sighting because hundreds, if not thousands of 
people, in that area saw these craft that night. They all thought it was a UFO. They knew it was 
not any conventional aircraft, and they all described it in the same way. Some saw it more 
whiteish, some saw it more yellowish, but again, three round bright objects. From the moment I 
saw this object, I can only describe it as complete exhilaration. 
  
NARRATION: 
Unsolved Mysteries is a production of Cosgrove Meurer Productions and Cadence 13. It is 
executive produced by Terry Dunn Meurer and Chris Corcoran. Produced by Lloyd Lochridge, 
Christine Lenig, Courtney Ennis, and Paige Hymson. The Story Producer for this episode was 
Molly Ryan, and it was edited by Ryan Dann. From Cadence 13, editing, mixing and mastering 
by Chris Basil, Andy Jaskiewicz and Bill Schultz. Production support by Sean Cherry and Ian 
Mandt. Artwork and design is by Curt Courtenay. Publicity by Josefina Francis and Hillary 
Schupf. The original theme music was composed by Gary Malkin and Michael Boyd.  
  
THANKS FOR LISTENING TO EPISODE 8 OF UNSOLVED MYSTERIES.  
 
 


