
 
 

   
 

UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | TEXTS FROM A KILLER? 
S1E15 Transcript 

  
GORDON SULLIVAN: We did obtain footage of Erik Arceneaux walking through the store and 
also Erik Arceneaux purchasing items. We were able to identify the items that he purchased to 
be a chainsaw and trash bags. Based on the items that Erik purchased at Home Depot, and the 

surrounding events around Maria's disappearance, it was concerning that Maria's body may 
have been disposed of. 

 
NARRATION: IT'S AFTER 9AM AT THE HOUSTON TEXAS LEGAL OFFICE, WHERE 29-YEAR-OLD 

MARIA JIMENEZ RODRIGUEZ HAS BEEN A PARALEGAL FOR OVER SIX YEARS. MARIA’S USUALLY 
AT HER DESK BY NOW, GETTING AN EARLY START ON THE DAY, BUT SHE HASN'T ARRIVED YET. 

HER COWORKER, BRENDA, RECEIVES A TEXT FROM MARIA, SAYING THAT SHE’S RUNNING 
LATE— DROPPING OFF HER DAUGHTER, DESTINY, AT THE BABYSITTER. BUT BY THE END OF THE 

DAY, MARIA STILL HASN’T SHOWN UP FOR WORK, AND DESTINY WAITS IMPATIENTLY FOR HER 

MOTHER TO PICK HER UP. 
 

I'M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “TEXTS FROM A KILLER?”  
  

EARLY ON THE MORNING OF JUNE 21st, 2018, BRENDA LOPEZ KNOWS SOMETHING IS WRONG. 
HER COWORKER, MARIA JIMENEZ RODRIGUEZ, HASN'T SHOWN UP FOR WORK.  

 
BRENDA LOPEZ: The first message she texts was at 8:57, that was to my boss and myself. It said, 

“Good morning, I'm running late. Stuck in traffic.” She was supposed to be at work at nine 
o'clock. Our office policy is to text 30 minutes before you're going to run in late, or something 
comes up. That was weird because she'd always get here 15 or 20 minutes before nine o'clock. 
 
NARRATION: BRENDA LOPEZ IS ONE OF MARIA'S CLOSEST FRIENDS AT THE LAW FIRM WHERE 
THEY BOTH WORK. 
 
BRENDA LOPEZ: We both started at the firm together. She was very hardworking, very 
outgoing, always a go-to person. Always tried to help clients out, help the staff out, always 

pulled together whatever we needed. She'd always come in early, make sure everything was 
going in the office, check messages, and, you know, if she had to stay late to get the job done, 
she stayed late. She was an excellent mom. Her daughter was her life. She was, one of her 
biggest dreams was to get pregnant. When she finally got pregnant, and Destiny was born, she 
was a full, dedicated mom. She loved Destiny. Destiny was a very fun little girl, always happy, 
and Maria was a full-on mom.  
 
NARRATION: MARIA HAS RECENTLY BECOME A SINGLE MOTHER. SHE’S NOW SEPARATED FROM 

HER HUSBAND, JOSE, AND IN THE PROCESS OF FILING FOR DIVORCE. HER FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
HAVE ENCOURAGED HER TO START DATING AGAIN, BUT SHE SAYS SHE WANTS TO FOCUS ON 

HER JOB AND RAISING DESTINY. THAT MORNING, AFTER TEXTING THAT SHE'S RUNNING LATE, 
BRENDA RECEIVES ANOTHER MESSAGE FROM MARIA. 



 
 

   
 

 
BRENDA LOPEZ: The text message after that was at 10:12, where it says, “Hey, I had to turn 
back around. The nanny asked me to take Destiny because she's not acting right.” After that, I 
text her at 10:52 telling her, “Are you okay? Is Destiny okay? Are you okay?” The next message 
was at 12:19. I got a message from her that says “Hey, everything is fine. I shall be there as soon 
as I can.” And I text her in Spanish, [SPEAKING SPANISH], it means, like, “Hey, we're worried 

about you,” because I kept calling her in between, and at that point, my bosses were asking, 
“Hey, is she okay? Is Maria coming in?” Nothing. I kept calling her, I kept calling her. No 

response. And that was not Maria. Maria would either call you back, or pick up the phone, or 
something. The last text that I get is, uh, at 6:18 which says, “Sorry, I'm okay, and Des is fine, 

but there's this red truck with two white boys or Hispanics, seems like they been following me. 
Call you from a safe place.” And that's the last text message. Everything was odd about this 

text. First of all, she never called her daughter Des. And then the way the wording was, that's 
not a wording from her. Throughout this whole text messages, we usually text Spanglish, which 

is Spanish and English. None of this seems to be her. So, uh yeah, I was extremely worried. 

 
NARRATION: AROUND 6:30PM, MARIA’S SISTER, GLORIA JIMENEZ, ALSO SENDS MARIA A TEXT. 

SHE GETS NO RESPONSE, BUT THINKS NOTHING OF IT. 
 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: Around 9PM, my brother called me and asked me if I had heard from Maria. 
He was worried that she had not made it home and she had not picked up the baby from the 

babysitter. So, at that time, I checked my text that I sent her earlier, and I saw that the text 
never sent. I was worried that she was hurt, or she was in the hospital, and I couldn’t be there, 

and I called Brenda and I asked her, “Have you heard from Maria?” And her first response was, 
like, “Oh, no, I haven't seen her today, but I got some weird messages today.” I'm like, “Okay, 
I'm going to Maria's house right now. Can we all meet there?” Meanwhile, I went to check and 
see if the baby was fine. The baby was still at the babysitter. 
 
NARRATION: THE FACT THAT MARIA HASN'T PICKED UP DESTINY FROM THE BABYSITTER GIVES 
EVERYONE A DESPERATE, SINKING FEELING. GLORIA CALLS ONSTAR, A GPS TRACKING SERVICE, 
TO LOCATE MARIA'S TRUCK, AND THEY GET A HIT. 
 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: The vehicle was three blocks away from Maria's house, but Maria was not 
there. Her purse was not there. Keys were not there, and phone. The only thing that was in the 
backseat was Maria's gym bag, and nothing else. Everything else was as normal. 
 
NARRATION: GLORIA TRIES TO FILE A MISSING PERSONS REPORT WITH THE HOUSTON POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, AND AT FIRST THEY WON’T TAKE THE REPORT SINCE MARIA HAS BEEN MISSING 
FOR LESS THAN 48 HOURS.  
 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: I was like, “No. This is not Maria. She's not gonna just get up and leave. She's 
left behind the baby, and she adores that baby. She would not leave the baby. So, I need to get 

fingerprints off this vehicle so we could figure out who took Maria.” And we stood there until, 
probably like, five in the morning. Finally, they bring someone. They did fingerprints. They 



 
 

   
 

released the vehicle to me by six in the morning. I take it home. I started getting calls from HPD 
that we were going to look for her. We couldn't locate where she was at. So that's where we 
start the search for Maria. 
 
NARRATION: A DESCRIPTION OF MARIA GOES OUT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND THE 
COMMUNITY, AS NEIGHBORS AND VOLUNTEERS START TO SEARCH FOR THE MISSING YOUNG 

MOTHER. 
 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: Maria is skinny, tall. She's, like, 120 pounds, black hair, not too long, not too 
short. She has a mole on her face. She's always smiling, and she loves to work out. 

 
NARRATION: AS FAR AS HER FAMILY AND FRIENDS KNOW, MARIA HAS NO ENEMIES, NO ONE 

WHO WOULD WANT TO DO HER HARM. BUT BECAUSE SHE HAS RECENTLY SEPARATED FROM 
HER HUSBAND, JOSE RODRIGUEZ BECOMES THE FOCUS OF THE INVESTIGATION.  

 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: Well, at the beginning, they did do a search on Jose's background, and also at 
Jose's home. But they did not find anything, and they kept asking me if I believed it could be 

Jose. Jose loved her very much. So, I personally didn't believe that Jose had anything to do with 
this. And, as they did the investigation, Jose was ruled out that he had nothing to do with 

Maria's disappearance.  
 

NARRATION: GLORIA AND BRENDA SUSPECT THAT CLUES TO MARIA’S DISAPPEARANCE MAY BE 
IN THE TEXTS AND CALLS THAT SHE MADE BEFORE SHE WENT MISSING. WITH JOSE’S HELP, 

THEY GET ACCESS TO MARIA'S PHONE RECORDS.  
 
BRENDA LOPEZ: We saw regular numbers – our office number, my phone number. But we kept 
seeing one number repeated, repeated, repeated. It was, like, really late at night. And Gloria, I 
pointed out, I said, “Look, Gloria, this is a weird number that keeps calling and calling and 
calling, and you know, texting really late.” And she said, “Yeah.” So, I think she took the number 
down, and then that's when she called, uh, Erik Arceneaux. 
 
GLORIA JIMENEZ: I decided to call the number and, well, a gentleman answered, this Erik 

Arceneaux. And I asked him, “Do you know Maria?” And he was like, “Yes, I do. She's my friend. 
I'm her trainer.” I'm like, “Oh, okay, um, have you heard from her? Do you know where she's 
at?” And he was like, “Oh, no, I don't. She was supposed to come pick me up for an interview 
yesterday morning, but she hasn't made it.” I'm like, “Oh, okay.” And he's like, “Oh, yeah, but I 
know y'all. I know all of y’all.” And I'm like, “What do you mean? We've never seen you.” And 
he's like, “Yes, I know all of you. I know your brother. I know how your brother sleeps, where he 
travels, where he's at. And that's the same for you. But don't worry, if I hear from Maria, I'll let 
you know. I'm worried about her, also.” And that was, like, kind of creepy. We had never heard 

of him. We had never seen him in our family. I felt it was like he had been stalking us saying, 
“Oh, I already know where y'all live.” And it was just scary. 

 



 
 

   
 

NARRATION: NEITHER GLORIA NOR BRENDA CAN RECALL MARIA EVER MENTIONING A GUY 
NAMED ERIK ARCENEAUX, BUT HE APPEARS CONCERNED ABOUT MARIA AND WILLING TO 
HELP. BY NOW, MARIA’S BEEN MISSING FOR TWO DAYS. ERIK SAYS HE’LL MEET THEM AT THE 
LAW OFFICE, WHERE MARIA AND BRENDA WORK, TO ANSWER THEIR QUESTIONS. 
 
GLORIA JIMENEZ: My idea was, if this person has done something to Maria, I want to see this 

person, and picture this person in my head, so I wouldn't forget how he looks and try to read 
the person. When we got there, he looked, like, very shy, but at the same time, like, aggressive. 

If he would say something that was like, “Okay, well, I haven't seen her,” and I would be like, 
“Okay, okay. Well, I'm just asking. Do you know anything about her? Do you know where she 

could be at? I mean, I'm worried. I, I need to find my sister.” And he was like, “No, no, I'm 
worried, also. If y'all need help, I'm here, and I could do whatever y'all need.”  

 
BRENDA LOPEZ: He was looking around like he was nervous. He was sweating and just, not even 

making eye contact with anyone. He was not telling us the truth. I mean, and he was not saying 

everything and, I mean, it just, he just became very suspicious to us. 
 

NARRATION: GLORIA AND BRENDA LEAVE THE MEETING CONVINCED THAT ERIK ARCENEAUX 
HAD SOMETHING TO DO WITH MARIA’S DISAPPEARANCE. THEY URGE DETECTIVES TO 

INVESTIGATE, AND WITHIN TWO WEEKS, ARCENEAUX HAS DEVELOPED INTO A POTENTIAL 
SUSPECT. AT THAT POINT, THE CASE IS HANDED OFF FROM THE MISSING PERSONS 

DEPARTMENT TO DETECTIVE GORDON SULLIVAN OF THE HOUSTON PD HOMICIDE DIVISION.  
 

GORDON SULLIVAN: I was assigned the case July 9th of 2018. Erik Arceneaux became a prime 
suspect in this investigation during the missing persons investigation. According to the 
statements provided by Erik Arceneaux to the missing person detectives, they learned that Erik 
was in a dating relationship with Maria since December of the year prior to her disappearance. 
From what we understand is that they met while she was attending a gym, and he was an 
instructor there at the gym. I feel confident in saying that they were both in a mutual 
relationship with one another. The reason why I say that is because, when we got the cell 
phone information back, you could see text messages back and forth between the two, and 
they were consistent with those of being in a relationship. 

 
NARRATION: WHEN MARIA’S FAMILY AND FRIENDS LEARN OF HER RELATIONSHIP WITH ERIK 
ARCENEAUX, THEY’RE CONFUSED. MARIA WAS NEVER ONE TO KEEP SECRETS.  
 
BRENDA LOPEZ: It was very strange. I mean, when, I think that when someone starts a 
relationship with someone, they're more on the phone, they're more texting, or she would 
bring it out. None of that. None of that behavior, I saw any of that behavior. I think it was more 
of a friendship. She would always try to help everyone around her, friends, people she’d meet, 

and I think she was just trying to help that person out, or trying to be a good friend to that 
person. I don't think it was more than that. 

 



 
 

   
 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: I've spoken to the owner of the gym, and I've had a lot of people contact me 
that were Maria's gym friends. And they've always said that they've seen her happy, that she 
would train. Sometimes she would bring the baby and, well, Erik would walk her out with the 
baby. But they didn't see nothing strange. They saw that he was her trainer and he was 
probably helping her with the baby, and that was it. I believe that it was a friendship, but in his 
eyes, it was more as a stalking, like a... obsession toward her. Within the months before all this 

happened, I did feel that there was some change in her. She was always busy. I would go and 
visit her, and she would literally stand at the door and she would be like, “I'm heading out, if 

you want to come another day, because right now I'm busy.” And she would just not let me in. 
If we're outside, she would be, like, looking around. And I would always tell her, “Hey, what are 

you looking at? Like, what did you lose?” And she's like, “Oh, no, nothing.” So, I knew that there 
is something going on with her. 

 
NARRATION: MARIA'S DAUGHTER, DESTINY, WAS THREE YEARS OLD WHEN HER MOTHER 

DISAPPEARED AND MAY BE THE ONLY WITNESS TO MARIA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH ARCENEAUX. 

DESTINY PROVIDES A CHILLING CLUE.  
 

GLORIA JIMENEZ: Destiny told me. She's like, “If you want to find my mommy, you have to go 
ask Erik. Erik knows where my mommy's at.” And I asked her, “Okay, so where can I find him? 

Do you know where he lives?” And she's like, “Yeah, I'll take you.” So, we drove around, and 
when we were closer to the home, she was like, “Oh, it's right here. I, I see the trees. I see  the 

trees, and yeah, it's a blue and white house.” So, a three-year-old would know this information? 
It's amazing. And she continues to tell me Maria's there. 

 
GORDON SULLIVAN: Initially, the, the statement that was provided by Erik Arceneaux to missing 
persons detectives is that he was waiting for Maria that day to take him to a job interview at 
nine o'clock in the morning, and that she never arrived at the house. And, of course, through 
our investigation, we find that that's not true. Not only the cell phone arrived in that location, 
we also obtained that the cell phone records provide evidence that state that her phone had 
been there the, almost the entire day. We also obtained that footage, close to the area where 
the complainant's vehicle was located. And when they found that, they saw somebody that 
matched the description of Erik Arceneaux walking away from where the vehicle was parked. 

We were able to determine that that person who dropped off Maria's car was in fact Erik 
Arceneaux. 
 
NARRATION: A BACKGROUND CHECK ON ERIK ARCENEAUX REVEALS A TROUBLING HISTORY OF 
VIOLENCE. IN 2011, HE PLEADED GUILTY TO AGGRAVATED ASSAULT AFTER HE HELD A GUN TO 
HIS GIRLFRIEND'S HEAD AND THREATENED TO KILL HER. FOR THAT, HE SPENT FIVE YEARS IN 
PRISON. GLORIA BELIEVES MARIA MAY HAVE LEARNED ABOUT ARCENEAUX’S VIOLENT PAST IN 
THE WEEKS BEFORE SHE DISAPPEARED. 

 
GLORIA JIMENEZ: I found some emails in Maria's inbox stating that she had took a picture of 

Erik's criminal history. And maybe, if Erik was behaving in a different attitude, or his behavior 



 
 

   
 

was different, maybe she decided to look up his background, and she probably confronted him, 
and that's why all this problems started. 
 
NARRATION: DETECTIVE SULLIVAN OBTAINS A WARRANT FOR ERIK ARCENEAUX'S PHONE 
LOCATION HISTORY AND USES THAT TO TRACK HIS MOVEMENTS ON THE DAY THAT MARIA 
DISAPPEARED. THEN, HE COMPARES THOSE TO THE LOCATION HISTORY OF MARIA’S PHONE. 

 
GORDON SULLIVAN: We were able to put together a timeline of Erik Arceneaux’s day with 

Maria's phone being with him consistently throughout that day. And, at one point, they 
traveled together to a location, which we later found through investigation to be a Home 

Depot. We looked over the surveillance footage, and nowhere in the surveillance, or any 
footage that was obtained, could we see Maria Rodriguez show up in any shape or form. She 

didn't come out of the vehicle that arrived at that location, and she was not walking around the 
store. 

  

NARRATION: WHEN MARIA ISN’T SEEN ON THE HOME DEPOT SECURITY FOOTAGE, 
INVESTIGATORS ASSUME ARCENEAUX WAS CARRYING HER PHONE WITH HIM DURING HIS 

SHOPPING TRIP, WHICH ALONE RAISES SUSPICION. BUT IT'S THE ITEMS HE PURCHASED THAT 
DAY THAT DETECTIVE SULLIVAN FINDS INCRIMINATING AND DISTURBING. 

 
GORDON SULLIVAN: We did obtain footage of Erik Arceneaux walking through the store and 

also Erik Arceneaux purchasing items. We were able to identify the items to be a chainsaw and 
trash bags. One of the key things that I saw is that, yes, he bought a chainsaw, but it was 

actually a electric chainsaw, electric being that you can plug that in inside your residence and, 
it's not gas powered, so it wouldn't cause so much sound. And another thing that is the trash 
bags, it wasn't trash bags that you would buy for your trash can. It was, uh, 42-gallon contractor 
trash bags. These heavy-duty trash bags. And then, after that, both cellphones traveled, and 
still together, traveled in a direction towards Erik Arceneaux’s house. During transit, Maria's 
phone turned off and never turned on back again. Based on the items that Erik purchased at 
Home Depot, and the surrounding events around Maria's disappearance, at that point, it was 
concerning that Maria's body may have been disposed of. We tracked the cell phone going to 
Home Depot and going back to his residence. The cell phone of Erik Arceneaux stayed at his 

residence for hours at his house. After it stayed at his residence, it started to walk up and down 
railroad tracks. The railroad tracks, the very industrial railroad site, there's many, many tracks in 
the area, and would be a decent place to dispose of human remains.  
 
NARRATION: A THOROUGH SEARCH OF THE AREA AROUND THE RAILROAD TRACKS TURNS UP 
NO LEADS. DETECTIVE SULLIVAN MUST GO BACK AGAIN TO ARCENEAUX'S PHONE DATA TO 
PINPOINT OTHER LOCATIONS WHERE HE SPENT A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF TIME IN THE DAYS 
FOLLOWING MARIA’S DISAPPEARANCE. 

  
GORDON SULLIVAN: One of the locations that we were able to obtain as a possible site where 

Maria’s body could have been disposed of was the Buffalo Bayou, which is a body of water 



 
 

   
 

inside the city of Houston. The missing persons investigators went to search that location with 
sonar, and boats.  
  
NARRATION: ANOTHER EXTENSIVE SEARCH IS CONDUCTED, BUT NO CLUES OR HUMAN 
REMAINS ARE DISCOVERED. AS INVESTIGATORS CONTINUE TO ANALYZE THE DATA FROM 
MARIA’S AND ERIK ARCENEAUX’S CELL PHONES, THEY SUSPECT THAT IT WAS ACTUALLY 

ARCENEAUX, NOT MARIA, WHO SENT THE TEXTS TO MARIA’S CO-WORKERS THE DAY SHE 
DIDN’T SHOW UP FOR WORK. 

 
GORDON SULLIVAN: During the investigation, Brenda received multiple text messages from the 

victim's phone, Maria Rodriguez’s phone. It's my belief that those messages were sent through 
Maria's phone by Erik Arceneaux. The one that I say for sure was sent by Erik, versus the others, 

is the last message. At that point, Erik's phone and Maria's phone were together at that point, 
and there was no sight of Maria whatsoever. And the only thing that was stated in there was 

that she was being followed. 

 
NARRATION: TO MARIA'S FRIENDS AND FAMILY, THE EVIDENCE AGAINST ERIK ARCENEAUX IS 

OVERWHELMING. BUT MUCH OF THAT EVIDENCE IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL AND DETECTIVE 
SULLIVAN KNOWS HE NEEDS MORE TO BUILD A SOLID CASE. 

 
GORDON SULLIVAN: It's very hard to, you know, work a case with a no body, and then actually 

affect a charge for murder in that case. It takes a lot of hours, and it takes a lot of time. And it's 
unfortunate because, I mean, not having the body for the family is, you know, it’s troubling. It's 

hard for them. And we want to bring them some measure of justice, which is near impossible to 
do whenever you don't have the body to work with. It was around four months after her 
disappearance that we were able to get the search warrant for Erik Arceneaux’s residence. We 
searched the entire residence. We were searching things that were consistent with a possible 
dismemberment of a human corpse. And also, the chainsaw. We searched for the chainsaw. We 
also searched for the cell phone of the complainant’s, because we know that cell phones were 
traveling together that day. It only makes sense that Maria's phone stayed with the suspect to 
the residence, but we were unable to locate any cell phone. During the processing of Erik 
Arceneaux’s house, we used an agent that is used by crime scene units to, uh, put on surfaces 

to draw out DNA evidence. And the way this material works is that they spray it on a wall, and 
then they turn off the lights, and it reflects back in a luminescent color.  
 
And we were able to locate a large area in the bedroom of the residence, on the wall, that, it 
illuminated as DNA evidence that was consistent with spatter, and also consistent with cleanup. 
It’s consistent because there were circular patterns where you could see somebody had a rag 
and did circular motions on the wall with their hand. And when I say consistent with spatter, is 
because there were droplets thrown up on the wall and you could see those spots on the far 

edges of the cleanup areas. Now, I did also try to speak with Erik Arceneaux on the date of 
conducting the search warrant on his residence, and I was able to contact him via telephone 

and he had no desire to speak with law enforcement about the investigation.  
  



 
 

   
 

NEWS CLIP: Police say they've gathered enough evidence to charge Arceneaux with murder 
more than a year after Rodriguez was last seen alive.  
 
GORDON SULLIVAN: As soon as I got the arrest warrant for Erik Arceneaux, I tried to contact 
Erik Arceneaux using the same number I used to contact him the date of the search warrant. 
And, of course, he wasn't picking up. I mean, we try, every one of these cases are, we take to 

heart. We conduct the best investigation that we can. But once we get the, affect an arrest 
warrant, you know, and we can't find them within, you know, a good amount of time as far as, 

like, investigating it, it's handed off to people that that's their main job. So, the investigation 
was handed over to our Gulf Coast task force, which is a team specialized into apprehending 

fugitives. Anybody who has the ability to do the acts that we believe this man to have done, 
needs to be off the street. This man is a monster and should be locked away. 

 
NEWS CLIP 2: Houston police say they have done everything they can to find the suspect, so 

now they are asking for the public's help. The victim’s sister said Maria was a mother who’d do 

anything for her five-year-old daughter, and she said if Erik's watching this, this is what she 
wants him to hear.  

 
GLORIA JIMENEZ (VIA NEWS CLIP): Think about all the pain he's causing Destiny. All the, all the 

nights that this child has been asking for her mother. And he changed her life. So that's what, 
that's what I'm asking. I'm asking to, if you see this video, please turn yourself in. Please do it 

for Destiny. 
  

GORDON SULLIVAN: At this time, we don't know what caused this murder to happen, what 
transpired inside the residence, or even how this murder occurred. There's a lot of things 
surrounding the investigation that can lead one to believe a certain conclusion, but we have 
nothing concrete on why this happened. All we do know is that he's responsible for her 
disappearance, and she's still gone. 
 
NARRATION: TWO YEARS LATER, WITH ERIK ARCENEAUX STILL ON THE RUN, FRIENDS AND 
FAMILY HAVE BEEN DENIED THE JUSTICE AND CLOSURE THEY'VE BEEN HOPING FOR, AND THEY 
DESPERATELY MISS MARIA.  

 
BRENDA LOPEZ: Everyone took it very hard, her disappearance. She was a good friend. There's 
times that I'm like, crawfish season is here. You know, or her daughter's birthday, her birthday, 
my birthday parties. You know, she was always there. And it's just, I miss a good friend. Erik 
Arceneaux murdered a very great person, an innocent person. At this point, I mean, we want 
him to be found him, him to be brought to justice. Someone’s seen him, someone's hiding him. 
He's out there somewhere, and someone knows. And I mean, if he was out there, all I say is, 
turn yourself in so you can give her family answers, to be able to get the remains, and have 

somewhere where she could be buried, and have, you know, her family a resting place. 
 

NARRATION: AS SHE CARES FOR MARIA’S DAUGHTER DESTINY, NOW SIX YEARS OLD, GLORIA 
JIMENEZ TRIES TO KEEP THE SEARCH FOR HER MISSING SISTER ALIVE. 



 
 

   
 

 
GLORIA JIMENEZ: It's come to the point that me and Destiny are the ones that are looking for 
Maria. I've lost a lot of family members. My father is not the same. My father's hurting, but he 
doesn't want to show it, and my brother is hurting, also. We don't have a family no more. It's 
hard. It's hard when I have to tell a six-year-old that I don't know where Mommy's at. It's hard 
that sometimes she just wants to get up and leave and go look for her mommy herself. You 

wake up thinking maybe today's the day that you'll find out something, and then you go to 
sleep thinking that you didn't get no information. Maybe tomorrow will be a better day. Maybe 

tomorrow, I'll get the call that Erik's captured. And that's my life. I'm never gonna give up. Even 
if I have days that I just can’t, I can't do it anymore. I'm never going to give up until I find Maria, 

and until I get justice for what happened. He destroyed a family and he destroyed a little girl's 
heart. 

 
NARRATION: ERIK ARCENEAUX HAS BEEN A FUGITIVE FROM THE LAW SINCE 2019, WHEN THE 

WARRANT FOR HIS ARREST WAS ISSUED. HE IS A BLACK MALE, 48 YEARS OLD, FIVE FOOT EIGHT 

INCHES, AND WEIGHS APPROXIMATELY 160 POUNDS, WITH SHORT BLACK HAIR AND BROWN 
EYES. TO SEE A PHOTO OF ERIK ARCENEAUX, GO TO UNSOLVED.COM. IF YOU HAVE ANY 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE LOCATION OF ERIK ARCENAUX, PLEASE CALL CRIME STOPPERS OF 
HOUSTON AT 713-222-TIPS (8477) OR SUBMIT A TIP ONLINE AT CRIMESTOPPERS.ORG OR 

UNSOLVED.COM. 
 

NARRATION: NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
 

JOHN CARBO: Growing up, my persona was that I had to find out things. I just had to know the 
truth about things. And I simply wasn't going to accept that my sister had committed suicide, 
and I certainly wasn't going to accept based on the evidence that was presented to me.  
 

— 
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