
  
 

   

 

UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | THREE DEAD AT BLUE RIDGE BANK 

S1E19 Transcript 

 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: My first thoughts was: what a senseless act. These were three 

individuals that were as innocent as children. I've never met anyone that's killed three people. 

And I don't know what is the mindset to do such. It's senseless. It's horrific. I have no words for 

someone that would act in such a manner. 

 

NARRATION: NESTLED AT THE FOOT OF THE BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS, 90 MILES SOUTHWEST 

OF CHARLOTTE, SOUTH CAROLINA, IS THE CITY OF GREER — A QUIET LITTLE TOWN THAT'S THE 

ENVY OF OUTSIDERS. IN 2003, GREER IS HOME TO 56-YEAR-OLD SYLVIA HOLTZCLAW, A TELLER 

AT BLUE RIDGE SAVINGS BANK, LOCATED ON A DEAD-END ROAD JUST OFF INTERSTATE 85. IT'S 

A SMALL BANK, AND SYLVIA OFTEN FINDS HERSELF WORKING ALONE THERE. AT 1:30PM ON 

FRIDAY, MAY 16TH, DISPATCH AT THE GREER POLICE DEPARTMENT IS NOTIFIED THAT THE 

BANK’S SILENT ALARM HAS BEEN TRIPPED, AND A POSSIBLE ROBBERY IS IN PROGRESS. WHEN 

POLICE ARRIVE 17 MINUTES LATER, THEY MAKE A GRUESOME DISCOVERY. THIS IS FAR FROM A 

TYPICAL BANK ROBBERY — ONE THAT WILL HAUNT THE TOWN FOR YEARS TO COME.  

 

I'M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “THREE DEAD AT BLUE RIDGE BANK.”  

 

IT'S THURSDAY, MAY 15TH, 2003 AND 28-YEAR-OLD DAVID HOLTZCLAW IS ON HIS WAY FROM 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA TO VISIT HIS MOM IN GREER, SOUTH CAROLINA. THEY PLAN TO 

CELEBRATE MOTHER'S DAY A WEEK LATE, BECAUSE DAVID HAD TO WORK THE PREVIOUS 

WEEKEND. 

  

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: She was as close to me as I could ever imagine. I live seven hours away. 

And so, she and I would talk a lot on the phone. I would say we would talk every other day, and 

then sometimes we would talk three or four times a day. She and I, and my brother, went 

through a lot together. And she gave up a lot for us so we could have things, even at her own 

expense to where she wouldn't have things so we would have them. And so, she's made me the 

type of person that I am today, and I'm very fortunate to have a lot of her qualities and 

characteristics. 

  

NARRATION: SYLVIA IS LOOKING FORWARD TO SPENDING THE WEEKEND WITH DAVID AND HIS 

OLDER BROTHER, KEVIN. THAT FRIDAY, SYLVIA WORKS HER USUAL SHIFT AS A TELLER AT THE 

BLUE RIDGE SAVINGS BANK, BUT HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS TO LEAVE EARLY. 

 



  
 

   

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: I said I would be coming in early Friday morning and I would stay until 

Sunday afternoon and then drive back. She was going to get off at noon. So, me and my 

brother, we’re at home that morning, just doing some things around the house. She called my 

brother and found out that she wasn't going to be able to leave, that she was going to have to 

stay because the person that was coming to relieve her had gotten sick and wasn’t going to be 

able to come. She was extremely upset because she wasn't going to be able to spend the 

afternoon with Kevin and myself. 

  

NARRATION: KNOWING THAT HIS MOM DIDN'T TAKE A LUNCH WITH HER TO WORK THAT 

MORNING, DAVID STOPS BY THE BANK TO BRING HER SANDWICH. HE ARRIVES AT 12:50. 

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: So, I took it down there, went in. She was still very upset that she wasn't 

able to leave. She was by herself. I went in, spent 10 minutes or so with her. She walked me out 

to the door. I got in my car, and I left. The last thing I remember my mom saying to me was, “I'll 

see you when I get home.”  

  

NARRATION: DAVID THEN HEADS TO A NEARBY MALL TO RUN SOME ERRANDS. AN HOUR AND 

A HALF LATER, HIS CELL PHONE RINGS. 

  

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: A friend of mine called me and asked me where I was. I said, “I'm at the 

mall.” He said, “Well, stay there. I'm coming to get you.” As a 28-year-old man, I'm like, why is 

somebody else coming to pick me up from the mall? And so, I just continued to press him, and 

press him, and press him. And he's like, “I don't want to tell you this over the phone.” And I 

said, “Tell me what?” And he said, “I don't know how to tell you this.” And I said, “Tell me 

what?” And then he proceeded to tell me that there had been a bank robbery and that my 

mom was dead. And I can tell you, time stopped. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: I was enjoying a Friday afternoon lunch at Fatz Cafe here in Greer with 

two other coworkers when I received the phone call from our dispatcher advising of a bank 

robbery. 

 

NARRATION: DALE ARTERBURN IS 27 YEARS OLD, AND THE ON-CALL DETECTIVE THAT DAY FOR 

THE GREER POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

  

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: Back in 2003, we would see several different types of crime. We would 

have your typical crimes of burglary, and robbery, and auto theft and, of course, your sexual 

crimes and your violent crimes, but nothing extensive. It would be maybe one murder a year. 

Prior to 2003, to my knowledge, we did not have any bank robberies. As I arrived to the bank, 



  
 

   

 

the door was still open and ajar from where they had gone in and cleared the bank, looking for 

anyone to speak with. Upon my entry into the building, to my surprise, there were three 

individuals, probably in their late 50s, early 60s, found shot to death. I was completely caught 

off guard, due to the fact that normally in this line of work, we had been radioed or, or 

dispatched to a call to know that you're going to a overdose, or a suicide, or a homicide. So, 

you'rementally have prepared yourself in route to know that that's something that you're 

probably going to see. I was not advised of that early enough so it was, it was really a surprise 

to me to know that that's what we had just walked into. 

  

NARRATION: THE THREE BODIES IN A BREAK ROOM WHICH IS DOWN THE HALLWAY TOWARD 

THE BACK OF THE BANK. EACH VICTIM HAS BEEN SHOT TO DEATH. 

  

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: My first thoughts was: what a senseless act. These were three 

individuals that were as innocent as children. They would not put up a fight. If somebody just 

wanted money, they would have gave it willingly. I would like to believe that most bank 

robberies don't end with people being harmed unless they try to fight the offender, or you've 

got a security guard, for example, that fires first or, you know, there's another threat that 

would entail the offender to have to use force. 

  

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: I can tell you, my mom would have done anything that person or persons 

had wanted her to do. I have no doubt about that. And so, something went wrong. I don't know 

what went wrong. I wish I had the answer to that, but something happened in there. All they 

had to do was get the money and leave. They didn't have to kill those three people and they 

definitely didn't have to execute them. 

 

NARRATION: TWO OF THE VICTIMS ARE AN OLDER MARRIED COUPLE, EB AND MAGGIE BARNES 

FROM THE NEARBY TOWN OF SPARTANBURG. EB WAS A 60-YEAR-OLD PHYSICS PROFESSOR AT 

THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA. HIS WIFE, 58-YEAR-OLD MAGGIE, WORKED WITH 

NONPROFIT GROUPS. BOTH WERE ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THEIR CHURCH AND DEVOTED 

PARENTS OF THREE CHILDREN. DETECTIVE ARTERBURN LEARNS THAT THE OTHER VICTIM IS 

SYLVIA HOLTZCLAW, SOMEONE HE KNOWS PERSONALLY. 

  

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: Majority of the people that were on scene that day at the bank knew Mom 

personally, so majority of them knew my brother, because he worked at the fire department, 

and still works at the fire department. She was born and raised in Greer, and never left Greer. 

She was a very big personality, just an unbelievable amount of friends. She always had a smile 

on her face, and she was just one of those types of people that people just wanted to be 

around. She just enjoyed conversation, and getting to know people, and hearing about their 



  
 

   

 

kids, and what was going on in their life. And that's why I think a lot of people have kind of 

gravitated toward her, especially in the banking business. 

  

NARRATION: SYLVIA HAD NEARLY 20 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE IN THE BANKING WORLD, AND WAS 

KNOWN AS SOMEONE YOU COULD ALWAYS DEPEND ON TO BE FRIENDLY WITH CUSTOMERS 

AND DILIGENT IN HER WORK. WHEN THE BLUE RIDGE SAVINGS BANK OPENED A NEW BRANCH 

IN GREER, SYLVIA WAS QUICKLY HIRED AS THE HEAD TELLER.  

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: The opportunity came through a friend of hers at the bank about a new 

bank coming to Greer, and they were looking for a head teller. And so, Mom applied. She got 

the job. It was mostly a savings and, and mortgage type of bank. It wasn't a bank that you went 

to every day and you had a checking account there. It was much smaller type of bank to where 

you went to get a mortgage or open up a CD, or that type of thing. 

 

NARRATION: THE BANK OPENED IN 2002 IN A LARGE TRAILER OUTSIDE THE TOWN OF GREER.  

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: It sat down at the end of a frontage road off of a major interstate, 

Interstate 85. And it was the last building on the frontage road. So, the road ended at the bank. 

I will tell you, she and I road down there when they were putting the bank in location because it 

was a trailer. I was not happy about it. She knew I wasn't happy about the location, just 

because it was at the end of a dead-end frontage road. One thing that her friends told me that 

she really had a concern about, and didn't like about that, is that there would be a good 

amount of time that she would be left alone. It was a small branch. There were really only three 

to four people at the branch. So, a lot of times, if the two loan officers had to be out of the 

office doing their job, then she would be there by herself. She would not share that information 

with me or my brother because I think she knew we would not like it, and we would not want 

her doing that. But, she's my mom. She's a grown woman, and she made that decision. But I 

definitely never thought that, you know, she would be left alone there, because no one should 

ever be left alone inside of a bank, regardless of if it’s in a downtown major city or if it’s at the 

dead-end of a frontage road. It's one of the things that I continue to circle in my mind. 

  

NARRATION: CONFRONTED WITH A TRIPLE HOMICIDE, INVESTIGATORS TURN THE SMALL BANK 

UPSIDE DOWN LOOKING FOR CLUES. MONEY HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM THE CASH DRAWER, BUT 

THE BANK'S NORMAL CASH RESERVES ARE MINIMAL. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: There are some things that we have not released to the public. Some of 

that being the denominations, or the amount of money that was actually taken. These things 

would be something only the killer, or a witness who would have been in there to be able to 



  
 

   

 

identify upon a, uh, interview with law enforcement. But there's items that we would only keep 

to ourselves as well, because it would be the opportunity to know that we are speaking with 

someone who had first-hand knowledge of the crime. 

 

NARRATION: 

WHEN DETECTIVE ARTERBURN GOES TO REVIEW THE BANK SECURITY CAMERA TAPES, HE 

HOPES TO SEE EXACTLY HOW MANY PERPETRATORS WERE INVOLVED IN THE ROBBERY, AND 

HOW EVENTS UNFOLDED THAT AFTERNOON.  

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: The bank was operating on a system of a monitor and a VHS recording 

device. The device was seized and examined by us, but there was no tape found within the 

device upon the processing. Now that leads us to believe that either a tape was not put in that 

day, or a tape was taken from the device itself thereafter the killings, or before the killings. But 

we cannot say 100% because we do not have that information. So, we have no internal video 

captures of anything that took place in the bank that day. 

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: My mom was extremely safety conscious. I actually found out that she had 

a book of procedures that she had wrote and kept notes with opening and closing the bank. She 

was responsible for making sure tape for the cameras was up to date and everything that 

needed to be done from that side. 100% confidence in that. No question about it.  

 

NARRATION: 

IF SYLVIA LOADED THE TAPE THAT DAY, AS SHE DID EVERY DAY, THAT MEANS THE KILLER OR 

KILLERS REMOVED IT BEFORE MAKING THEIR ESCAPE. IT'S NOW UP TO DETECTIVES TO STITCH 

TOGETHER A TIMELINE OF THAT DEADLY AFTERNOON WITHOUT THE HELP OF INTERIOR 

SECURITY FOOTAGE. 

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: On that Friday night, they didn't really ask us really any questions that 

night, but the police chief asked me if I would come in the next day and talk with them, and I 

did, obviously because I had been there not long before the bank robbery and murder 

happened. And so, we put together a very, very, very detailed timeline. We started Wednesday 

night, and pretty much went all the way through ‘til I found out what happened. 

  

NARRATION: TEN MINUTES BEFORE 1PM, WHEN DAVID ARRIVED AT THE BANK TO BRING HIS 

MOTHER A SANDWICH, SHE WAS ALONE AT THAT POINT, AND NO CUSTOMERS ARRIVED WHILE 

HE WAS THERE. SOON AFTER DAVID LEFT, A REGULAR CUSTOMER CAME IN FOR A ROUTINE 

WIRE TRANSFER AND SAYS HE WAS IN THE BANK FOR ONLY ABOUT 10 MINUTES. WHEN HE 

LEFT, SYLVIA WAS NOW ALONE AGAIN IN THE BANK. AT THIS POINT, ONLY SYLVIA’S VEHICLE 



  
 

   

 

WOULD HAVE BEEN IN THE PARKING LOT. AT 1:30PM, THE SECRET CASH DRAWER ALARM WAS 

TRIPPED.  

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: A silent alarm was activated, identified as a bill trap alarm, that was 

located within the register itself, when money, or bait money, would have been pulled from 

that trap to activate a silent alarm, notifying the security company. So, our police department 

dispatchers made a call to the bank to check on to see if there had been a activation, or if it was 

by mistake, or basically just getting whatever information might be needed. And upon that call, 

the phone was answered, but then disconnected. They tried several more times, and did not 

receive any type of communication, as it almost came in as a disconnected line or a dead line 

when they would call back. 

 

NARRATION: INVESTIGATORS DON’T KNOW IF THE ROBBERY WAS IN PROGRESS WHEN EB AND 

MAGGIE BARNES ARRIVED AT THE BANK. THEY PARKED THEIR VEHICLE BEHIND THE BUILDING 

AND IT’S POSSIBLE THE ROBBER, OR ROBBERS, DIDN’T KNOW THEY WERE THERE. OR DID EB 

AND MAGGIE BARNES WALK IN AND CATCH THE INTRUDER IN THE ACT? 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: As a teller, Miss Holtzclaw, and Eb and Maggie Barnes were, I assume, 

at gunpoint, were led down through the bank itself to a back area of the bank. And as they 

gradually went down that hallway, there was a device on the wall that would be reflection of 

most security devices and it was blinking ‘Bill Trap. Bill Trap.’ 

  

NARRATION: IN THE BREAK ROOM, THE KILLER SHOOTS EACH OF THE VICTIMS WITH A 40-

CALIBER GLOCK PISTOL. DETECTIVE ARTERBURN DOESN’T KNOW IF THE PLAN WAS TO KILL ALL 

WITNESSES TO THE ROBBERY, OR IF THE SHOOTER PANICKED AFTER SEEING THE FLASHING 

ALARM. THE ONE THING HE DOES BELIEVE IS THAT THE LOCATION WAS CAREFULLY STAKED 

OUT AHEAD OF TIME. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: I don't think they just pulled off the interstate and said, “Let's rob this 

bank.” They were probably watching that bank from somewhere where they could tell, “Hey, 

look. Now's my opportunity. There's not another car there.” My assumption in this 

investigation is that either A) that Eb and Maggie Barnes had already entered the bank, or B) 

that the perpetrator had already been in the bank and then they entered just after him. It 

doesn't really change the scenario, but it kind of does. If he was predicting there would just be 

one person, now he's got to deal with three. I'm on the fence if they really had in their mind 

that they were just going to kill whoever was in there, or if they were going to leave ‘em and 

flee. But I fully believe, in their heart, that they were just going to do whatever means it took to 

get it done. And they did. I've never met anyone that's killed three people. And I don't know 



  
 

   

 

what is the mindset to do such. It’s senseless. It’s horrific. I just, I have no words for someone 

that would act in such a manner. 

 

NARRATION: THE THREE VICTIMS WERE LIKELY KILLED A FEW MINUTES AFTER THE SILENT 

ALARM WAS TRIGGERED, AS POLICE WERE RUSHING TO THE SCENE. IN THAT SHORT WINDOW 

OF TIME, IT WENT FROM A QUIET DAY AT THE BANK TO THE WORST SLAYING IN THE HISTORY 

OF GREER. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: After not making contact with anybody in the bank, our dispatcher 

then dispatched patrol officers to the location. The officers arrived on the scene probably about 

15 to 17 minutes later. And upon their arrival, they had located two vehicles within the parking 

lot, one being a white color, I believe it was a Pontiac, belonging to Sylvia Holtzclaw. And then 

there was a Ford Ranger pickup truck that was registered to Eb and Maggie Barnes that was 

located, as well, on the premise. 

  

NARRATION: THERE’S NO SIGN OF THE KILLER OR KILLERS WHO ARE LONG GONE BY 1:47PM. 

WITH NO INTERIOR SECURITY FOOTAGE FROM THE BANK, INVESTIGATORS CONTACT NEARBY 

BUSINESSES, HOPING THEY HAVE RECORDINGS OF THE AREA. AND THEY GET LUCKY. A NEARBY 

GAS STATION CAMERA IS POINTED TO THE FRONTAGE ROAD THAT LEADS DIRECTLY TO THE 

BLUE RIDGE SAVINGS BANK AT THE TIME OF THE ROBBERY.  

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: We have a day's worth of video and it's been examined over and over 

and over, and slowed down, and sped up. We've had attempts at trying to buff and clean the 

video. But due to the angle of the camera, the one that actually points kind of toward the 

frontage road, it's the worst quality that you could possibly have for cleaning up the video, and 

it's very difficult to work with what we have. But upon reviewing these tapes, we were able to 

backtrack to the time that we knew David Holtzclaw had taken his mom lunch. We also knew 

that the Barnes, we knew what they drove, as their vehicle was located at the bank. So, we 

were able to backtrack that video and see what times, and what vehicles were traveling down, 

either behind them or before them. 

  

NARRATION: INVESTIGATORS SCOUR THE TAPES LOOKING FOR CARS THAT MAY HAVE BEEN 

CASING THE BANK. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: While reviewing the videotapes, this red vehicle sped by rather quickly 

in a blur down frontage road. I don't put a lot of stock into believing that that is indeed the car, 

but it very well could be. I would need to see it physically in front of the bank for me to say 

100% that that was the vehicle that was involved. But we do know that that vehicle was spotted 



  
 

   

 

on an interstate exit ramp prior to our bank robbery, and we also do know that there was a red 

blur that is consistent with timeframes prior to the bank robbery, as well as after, that travels, 

not only to, but away from the bank on that day in question. 

  

NARRATION: THE VIDEO SHOWS THE RED CAR PASSING MULTIPLE TIMES THROUGH THE AREA, 

WHICH SEEMS TO CONFIRM DETECTIVE ARTERBURN’S THEORY THAT THE SUSPECT SPENT TIME 

WAITING FOR THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO STRIKE. BUT THE FOOTAGE IS NOT CLEAR 

ENOUGH TO MAKE OUT A LICENSE PLATE NUMBER, SO INVESTIGATORS ENLIST THE HELP OF 

EXPERTS FROM CAR AND DRIVER MAGAZINE TO TRY TO DETERMINE THE MAKE AND MODEL OF 

THE CAR. THEY NARROW IT DOWN TO A RED OLDSMOBILE ALERO, AND THEY RELEASE THE 

DESCRIPTION TO THE PUBLIC. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: We've talked to lots and lots of people. I believe it’s, it's well over 2000 

tips and leads that have come in, and lots of different people that were doing bank robberies, 

obviously, had been interviewed and, and even just folks on the street, your locals that have 

been in trouble for drug charges, or whatever, had been interviewed. Anything that would have 

came in that was information relating to or referencing the bank itself, or the robbery. So, no 

real strong persons of interest have really become established except for an individual by the 

name of Emerson Wright. 

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: Emerson Wright was identified as an individual who had coincidentally 

stolen a red Oldsmobile Alero several days earlier from the Columbia airport. His criminal 

history is awful thick. He's done robberies. He's done violent crimes, drugs, just a buffet of 

things that he's been doing his entire life. With that being said, his information with the theft of 

that Oldsmobile Alero, and the Oldsmobile Alero being identified off of the interstate exit ramp 

here in Greer, he became a, uh, a decent person of interest that we needed to talk to. 

Unfortunately, that did not happen. Emerson Wright was pulled over, I believe, by Georgia 

State Patrol after, like, a car chase or something. And he took his own life with a handgun there, 

upon that traffic stop. So, he was never interviewed in relation to the Blue Ridge Savings Bank 

murders. I would like to think he's still would have been someone we would have enjoyed 

talking to, to gain some information, to find out where he was that day, or rule him in, or rule 

him out. If he did have something to do with it, I would like to think that he would have bragged 

to some of his friends, or some of his other folks that he was out doing these crimes with for 

majority of his life. 

  

NARRATION: THE HANDGUN THAT EMERSON WRIGHT USED TO TAKE HIS OWN LIFE DOES NOT 

MATCH THE GUN USED IN THE MURDERS AT THE BLUE RIDGE SAVINGS BANK. THOUGH 



  
 

   

 

EMERSON WRIGHT IS A VIABLE SUSPECT, NO EVIDENCE HAS EVER BEEN FOUND TO LINK HIM 

TO THE CRIMES, AND NO OTHER SOLID LEADS HAVE EMERGED.  

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: We're waiting on that one piece of evidence, I guess, that lingers out 

there, which is maybe someone knows, has been told by the killer, what exactly happened that 

day, and what they took, and what they used to kill them, and things that only the killer would 

know why this had to happen the way it happened. 

 

NARRATION: AFTER 17 YEARS, THE MURDERS OF SYLVIA HOLTZCLAW AND EB AND MAGGIE 

BARNES STILL HAUNT DETECTIVE DALE ARTERBURN.  

 

DET. DALE ARTERBURN: I just can't even imagine losing a parent to a murder. I've known Kevin 

for 25 years, and I've gotten to know David very well over the last eighteen, and I know that 

their mother's memory means everything to them. I take it personally when there's a loss of life 

that was taken by another. It’s been difficult for me to live with it day in and day out. It is still 

just as fresh in my mind as the day that, that I went out there. And to this day I can still, 

unfortunately, be it PTSD or what it may be properly identified as like, to this day, I can still 

smell the potpourri that was in the bathroom of that bank that day. If I'm out shopping with my 

family, and I catch a whiff of it, it will trigger that and it'll take me back. I'll never forget that 

scene as long as I live. I do believe there's someone out there that does have information that 

could help clear this investigation, and we would appreciate being able to give closure, not only 

to the family, but to the community. 

 

NARRATION: THE MURDER OF SYLVIA HOLTZCLAW WAS A DEVASTATING BLOW, NOT ONLY TO 

HER CHILDREN, BUT ALSO TO THE COMMUNITY OF GREER, WHERE SHE COULD ALWAYS BE 

FOUND CHEERING ON THE HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS TEAM, COLLECTING DONATIONS AT CHURCH, 

OR ORGANIZING THE COPS FOR TOTS TOY DRIVE DURING THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. AND, THE 

DEATHS OF EB AND MAGGIE BARNES HAS BEEN AN INCREDILBE LOSS FOR THEIR CHILDREN AND 

THEIR COMMUNITY. 

 

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: The Barnes family, from what I understand, was a terrific couple. 

Unfortunately, I never got the chance to meet them. Eb and Maggie Barnes, they were from 

Spartanburg which was not far from the bank. But we've been fortunate enough to meet all 

three of their kids, and just really hate that they're going through what they are going through. 

Yes, we lost our mom. But they lost both of their parents on that day, and I can't imagine what 

they go through. And so, Kevin and I will obviously have a bond with them that nobody will ever 

be to take away. But what great people they were. 

  



  
 

   

 

NARRATION: FOR DAVID HOLTZCLAW, FINDING JUSTICE FOR HIS MOTHER SYLVIA, AS WELL AS 

FOR EB AND MAGGIE BARNES, HAS BECOME THE CENTRAL FOCUS OF HIS LIFE. 

  

DAVID HOLTZCLAW: I can't even begin to put into my mind what type of person felt like it was 

necessary to walk in there on that day, when they could have been given anything that they 

wanted, and yet they make the decision to heinously murder three people. I will never be 

understanding why someone felt that that day they got to be the one to decide that Sylvia 

Holtzclaw, and Eb and Maggie Barnes did not deserve to live. This case, honestly, is what gets 

me up every morning. And this case is what puts me to bed every night. And I know that might 

sound really weird to people out there, but it is true. It is my motivation every single day to find 

some way to reach somebody that has information on this case, because this community, and 

my brother, and the Barnes's, we're not going to stop until we get closure and justice for those 

three people, because they deserve it. And it's my will, until the good Lord takes me home, or 

until this case is solved, to not stop doing whatever I have to do to get this case solved. In terms 

of just Mom herself, I really tried to sit back and think about the good times, and not what her 

last moments were like, because I could not imagine what she and Eb and Maggie went through 

in those last few moments. I just try to hold on to that smile that I saw on her face so often, and 

the joy that she had for life. And so, that's what I try to remember more than anything. 

  

NARRATION: IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE BLUE RIDGE SAVINGS BANK 

ROBBERY AND MURDERS, PLEASE CONTACT DETECTIVE ARTERBERN AT 864-848-5354. A 

CONFIDENTIAL TIP CAN BE LEFT AT GREENVILLE CRIMESTOPPERS, 23CRIME.COM OR AT 

UNSOLVED.COM. 

 

NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 

 

TRESSA MURAI: I was concerned immediately when I heard that she did not make it to her 

doctor's appointment. And so, I immediately made a missing persons report because she didn't 

go to where she had planned to. So, I knew that that impulsive behavior had to mean that 

things were not going well. 

 

— 

 

Unsolved Mysteries is a production of Cosgrove Meurer Productions and Cadence 13. It is 

executive produced by Terry Dunn Meurer and Chris Corcoran. Produced by Lloyd Lochridge, 

Christine Lenig, Courtney Ennis, Paige Hymson, and Paul Yates. 

The Story Producer for this episode was Molly Ryan, and it was edited by Ryan Dann 

 



  
 

   

 

From Cadence 13, editing, mixing and mastering by Chris Basil, Andy Jaskiewicz and Bill Schultz. 

Production support by Sean Cherry and Ian Mandt. Artwork and design is by Curt Courtenay. 

Publicity by Josefina Francis and Hillary Schupf.  

 

The original theme music was composed by Gary Malkin and Michael Boyd.   

 

THANKS FOR LISTENING TO EPISODE 19 OF UNSOLVED MYSTERIES.   


