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UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST| DEADLY INTRUDERS 
S1E25 Transcript 

 
 
JASON ROMERO: I think any law enforcement officer knows that, in this line of work, you're going to be 
subjected to seeing things that ordinary citizens would cringe at. So, it wasn't my first exposure to 
death or violence, but it was certainly my first exposure to seeing, firsthand, the effects of a death on 
the family and watching the investigation unfold over the years, and seeing Ryan lying on that ground 
and seeing the pain the Bertelli family’s eyes is something I will never forget. 
 
NARRATION: APRIL 9TH, 2003 IS A COLD, RAINY AFTERNOON IN FAUQUIER COUNTY, VIRGINIA. 
AROUND 1:30PM, CARLO BERTELLI STOPS BY HIS HOME TO PICK UP HIS 20-YEAR-OLD STEPSON BRYAN. 
THEY WORK TOGETHER AT A ROOFING COMPANY, AND EVEN THOUGH BRYAN HAS THE DAY OFF, 
CARLO NEEDS HIS HELP ON ONE OF HIS PROJECTS. HE'S TRIED A COUPLE OF TIMES TO REACH BRYAN 
ON HIS CELL PHONE, BUT THERE'S BEEN NO ANSWER. WHEN CARLO PULLS INTO THE DRIVEWAY, 
EVERYTHING APPEARS NORMAL. BUT WHEN HE OPENS THE DOOR, A WAVE OF THICK, BLACK SMOKE 
BILLOWS OUT. THE HOUSE IS ON FIRE, AND CARLO IS AFRAID BRYAN IS TRAPPED INSIDE.  
 
I'M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “DEADLY INTRUDERS.” 
 
CARLO AND CHRISTINE BERTELLI LIVE IN A RURAL AREA ONE HOUR WEST OF WASHINGTON DC. THEIR 
HOUSE IS NESTLED IN THE WOODS, BARELY VISIBLE FROM THE MAIN ROAD OR SURROUNDING 
NEIGHBORS. CHRISTINE'S SISTER, JODI, IS 26 AND HAS LIVED WITH THE BERTELLIS SINCE GRADUATING 
FROM HIGH SCHOOL. 20-YEAR-OLD BRYAN HAS ONLY LIVED WITH HIS MOTHER AND STEPFATHER FOR 
A LITTLE MORE THAN FOUR YEARS. CHRISTINE REMEMBERS THE DAY THAT BRYAN MOVED IN WITH 
THEM AS THE BEST DAY OF HER LIFE. 
 
CHRISTINE BERTELLI: He was a sweetheart. He was really good tempered, and he was thoughtful, and 
he would hang around with us as much as he could. He'd be playing video games or watching a movie 
and he's like, “Mom, sit down here and watch me play this game,” or he would, you know, talk about 
the movie that he's watching. He was just such a good kid. 
 
NARRATION: CHRISTINE WAS ONLY 16 YEARS OLD WHEN SHE HAD BRYAN AND HE SPENT MUCH OF 
HIS CHILDHOOD BEING RAISED BY HIS GRANDPARENTS. BUT IN THE 10TH GRADE, BRYAN DECIDED TO 
MOVE IN WITH HIS MOTHER AND CARLO IN VIRGINIA. 
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CHRISTINE BERTELLI: Him and Carlo were great together. He loved Carlo very, very much. We actually 
used to joke that if something would happen between Carlo and I, to where we would separate, that 
Bryan would choose to live with Carlo instead of me. That's how well they got along. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: In the summers when he wasn't in school, we wrestled around, we played basketball 
together. We went fishing together. He loved to fish. I’d bought a little boat, and Bryan was happy. He 
helped me fix the boat up and stuff. It was our thing. You know, if we had a weekend that I didn't have 
to work, me and Bryan would do some bass fishing. He couldn't wait to go out fishing. 
 
NARRATION: THE MORNING OF APRIL 9th, 2003 BEGINS ANY OTHER WEEKDAY IN THE BERTELLI HOME. 
CHRISTINE AND CARLO WAKE UP EARLY AND HEAD FOR WORK BEFORE DAYBREAK. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: I would usually leave to about four and a quarter after because I tried to be at work 
by five. I told Bryan he wouldn't have to go in today because I'm the one that sent out all the crews. So, 
I knew he wouldn't be working that day. Of course, he said, “Well, that's good,” because he could go 
back to bed. But I told him, I said, “Well, keep your phone on, because later if I had to chase some 
leaks, I'll maybe get you to go with me.” 
 
NARRATION: CHRISTINE LEAVES THE HOUSE FIRST, FOLLOWED BY CARLO. BY 5:30AM, ONLY BRYAN 
AND CHRISTINE’S SISTER JODI ARE STILL AT HOME. JODI REMEMBERS LAST SEEING BRYAN AS HE WAS 
HEADING OUT THE DOOR BEFORE SHE LEFT FOR WORK. 
 
JODI SCARSDALE: I remember I was in the laundry room of the house. And he walked by and I'm like, 
“Where are you going?” And he said, “Oh, I'm gonna go rent a video game.” And I was like, “Okay, 
wear your seatbelt.” After Bryan left to go rent his video game, I just got ready for work and left, I want 
to say probably about a quarter to 11. And, I didn't see anything. Nothing. Didn't notice anything out of 
the ordinary. But you know, hindsight is 20/20. And I wish I could go back and just pay more attention 
to my surroundings. 
 
NARRATION: WHEN CARLO GETS TO WORK, HE'S ASKED TO TAKE ON A NEW PROJECT— A JOB THAT HE 
COULD REALLY USE BRYAN'S HELP WITH. SO EVEN THOUGH BRYAN HAS THE DAY OFF, CARLO HEADS 
HOME AROUND 1PM TO PICK HIM UP. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: I did try to call him several times. I wanted him to get on some work clothes and stuff 
like that. I was gonna drive by and pick him up, but him not answering the phone, I just figured he was 
20 years old. You know, it was nothing for him to play some video games and lay back in bed all day 
until you got him up. When I got home, I tried to unlock the doors, that we always go through, the 
garage and the back door, and I couldn't get them to open and the key wouldn't go in, and I couldn't 
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figure it out. And I went up the back steps, to the upper deck that goes into our dining room area 
upstairs. That door opened. When I opened that door, that's when the smoke come rushing out and I 
knew there was a problem. Of course, I thought something happened to our fireplace and the first 
thing that come to my mind, that Bryan might have been laying in bed, and the smoke had got him. I 
tried to go through the house to find him. At the time, it didn't dawn on me that there was some stuff 
laying where it shouldn't have been, stuff had been ransacked. But when I got to Bryan's room, he 
wasn't there. I went downstairs, hollering for him, and looking and the smoke was thick. You couldn't 
see. And then when it got real hard to breathe, I tried to make my way to the back door, and that's 
when I sort of tripped over Bryan. He was laying in the hall, right in the foyer there as you come in the 
back door. When I found him, he had some clothes and stuff piled on him. But I didn't realize what was 
going on. All I knew is that I found him, and I was trying to drag him outside to get some air. When I got 
him to the door outside, that's when I noticed that he had been shot in the head. 
 
NARRATION: ON HIS WAY TO THE HOUSE, CARLO HAD SPOKEN WITH CHRISTINE AND MENTIONED 
THAT BRYAN WAS NOT PICKING UP HIS PHONE AND SHE WAS CONCERNED. 
 
CHRISTINE BERTELLI: I called Bryan's phone. I remember saying, “Bryan, you know, give me a call back. 
You know how I worry.” Carlo, Bryan, they both knew that I worried when I couldn't get ahold of them. 
I think that comes from, I have a younger sister, Jessie, and she had got killed in a car accident when 
she was in high school and, ever since then, you know, if I can't get ahold of somebody, when I know 
that they should be home or by their phone, I would worry constantly. So, I knew when Carlo, his 
phone went straight to voicemail, I knew something was wrong.  
 
NARRATION: CHRISTINE’S SISTER JODI HEARS ABOUT THE FIRE AND RUSHES HOME AS FAST AS SHE 
CAN. 
 
JODI SCARSDALE: Carlo was in horrible shape. He was hyperventilating. And it was awful. Because, 
Carlo was like my dad because I've spent more than half my life with him and my sister and, honestly 
the strongest man I've ever known, and to see him reduced like that to just being destroyed at finding 
Bryan like he did. And his hand still had blood on them and he couldn't breathe. That is something that 
will haunt me every day for the rest of my life. 
 
NARRATION: THE TERRIBLE NEWS FINALLY REACHES BRYAN’S MOM CHRISITNE WHEN FAMILY FRIENDS 
COME BY HER OFFICE TO DRIVE HER HOME. THEY DON’T TELL HER THAT BRYAN IS DEAD, BUT 
SOMEHOW, SHE KNOWS. 
 
CHRISTINE BERTELLI: As soon as I seen them, I just remember backing up until I hit a wall and just 
sliding down the wall and sitting on the floor and just crying and, and just saying, “I can't go through 
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this again. I can't go through this again.” And so, I knew when they come to drive me home that it was 
bad. So, I remember getting close to the house and there's just cars, you know, just, it looked like cars 
were parked in ditches. And, and I just remember the person that drove me home pulling into our 
driveway. Carlo came and opened up the door where I was sitting and Carlo just putting his head on 
my lap and crying. 
 
JASON ROMERO: I was at the sheriff's office, which is in Warrenton, Virginia, probably eight or nine 
miles from the Bertelli residence, and I recall Captain at the time called us and said, “Sounds like you all 
have a house fire down south and potentially a body.” 
 
NARRATION: DETECTIVE JASON ROMERO HAS ONLY BEEN A DETECTIVE FOR A FEW SHORT MONTHS 
AND THIS WILL BE ONE OF HIS FIRST VIOLENT CRIME INVESTIGATIONS. 
 
JASON ROMERO: When we arrived, the fire department was still putting out the fire. I think it was just 
smoldering at that point, so it took a little while before we actually had access to get in the house. But, 
my division commander at the time wanted me to come inside the house, just briefly, to kind of get a 
feel for what this looked like as I had not really experienced something like that before. I do recall 
having walked in the garage and peered in through the basement and saw Bryan on the ground, saw 
the damage that the fire caused. And, I remember the sight and the smells like it was yesterday. I think 
every law enforcement officer walks away from their career with a couple of scars, things that just, 
that left a mark in their memory. And certainly seeing Bryan lying on that ground and the pain in the 
Bertelli’s family's eyes is something I will never forget.  
 
NARRATION: INVESTIGATORS IMMEDIATELY SEE THAT THE HOUSE HAS BEEN RANSACKED AND 
ASSUME BRYAN INTERRUPTED A BURGLARY WHEN HE RETURNED FROM THE VIDEO STORE.  
 
JASON ROMERO: As best we can tell, it looks as though Bryan walked into the house not knowing what 
to expect. There was likely a vehicle in the driveway that Bryan may or may not have recognized and, 
being an inquisitive young man, walked in the house to see what was going on, and never really made 
it past the entranceway into the house from the garage. It looks like he walked in the house and was 
confronted by whomever was in there committing the burglary and he was shot and killed right there. 
 
NARRATION: THE INVESTIGATORS DETERMINE THAT THE FIRE ORIGINATED ON BRYAN'S BODY ITSELF. 
THEY BELIEVE THE ASSAILANTS SHOT AND KILLED BRYAN, THEN THREW CLOTHING THEY FOUND IN THE 
HOUSE OVER HIS BODY, DOUSED HIM WITH GASOLINE FROM THE GARAGE, AND IGNITED IT.  
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CARLO BERTELLI: The way the fire department explained to me, the fire got hot real fast and it burned 
up all the oxygen in the house, burnt up some of the rafters, doors. Plus, it had busted the pipes 
downstairs and, uh, the water and no air help put the fire out. 
 
JASON ROMERO: It appears as though the house was ultimately sealed up when the fire was lit, which 
caused it to kind of snuff out the fire, but it did burn for a period of time and I think, had the doors 
been left open and the oxygen provided to the fire, it probably would have engulfed the entire house, 
but it was pretty well limited to the basement area where Bryan was ultimately found. 
 
NARRATION: INVESTIGATORS KNOW THAT CARLO AND CHRISTINE ARE DEVASTATED BY THE LOSS OF 
BRYAN, BUT THEY NEED HELP TO DETERMINE WHAT MIGHT BE MISSING FROM THE HOME.  
 
CARLO BERTELLI: When they walked me through the house, I noticed, like, in all the other rooms, the 
mattresses have been turned over, the drawers have been stripped. I mean, they ripped all the clothes 
out of the closet. So, it's just stuff everywhere. They showed me where, like a VCR, where they had 
unhooked it from the television, had it laying on the chair. They asked me, like, where my guns were. 
And that's basically when we found out what was really taken, that I could remember at the time. He 
took all my clothes, all my guns, ammunition that I had. That stuff had been ransacked. 
 
JASON ROMERO: Carlo was a gun collector. Carlo was an avid hunter. And as such, he had dozens of 
guns. He kept them in a gun room, if you will, which was in the lower level of the residence. One would 
not think you would need to necessarily secure them from, uh, someone breaking in your house. But 
unfortunately, these were readily at the disposal of someone who was apparently looking throughout 
the house to steal something. And they found this cache of guns and there were dozens of guns that 
were stolen. There were no signs of forced entry, and it kind of remains a mystery is how they got in 
the house. Keeping in mind, uh, it was not unusual for people to leave their houses unlocked in this 
part of Fauquier County, as no one ever thought that things like this would happen. We have always 
felt that, just based on the volume of stuff that was taken from the house, that it was likely more than 
one person. There were so many guns taken and other things that were near the guns, like clothing 
and video games were missing, hunting equipment like knives, handbags. It took some time to load 
that stuff up. I would think it would be difficult to carry this volume of stuff in a, a passenger car. It was 
more likely a pickup truck or an SUV of some sort that would have had to carry the people and all of 
the stolen items out of that house. We do know that the perpetrators used a gun that was brought to 
the residence to kill Bryan. It was not one that they found from inside the residence. We were able to 
recover shell casings from within the residence. Any opportunity to collect DNA or latent fingerprints 
from the area around Bryan or the guns was well destroyed by the fire.  
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NARRATION: INVESTIGATORS CREATE A TIMELINE FOR THE BURGLARY BY RETRACING THE STEPS OF 
THE BERTELLI FAMILY THAT MORNING. THEY WANT TO KNOW WHAT TIME THE KILLERS BROKE INTO 
THE HOUSE AND HOW LONG THEY WERE THERE.  
 
JASON ROMERO: Based on the family's recollection, Chrissy, Bryan's mother, left for work around four 
in the morning followed by Carlo leaving for work right around five o'clock. Bryan's aunt said around 
10:45 that Bryan left the house to go to a Blockbuster Video in Warrenton, and that she subsequently 
left the house around 10:55 in the morning. We did see Bryan on video surveillance at the Blockbuster. 
And we know he left Blockbuster around 11:01, heading, presumably, back home. We know that the 
fire appears to have stopped the clocks in the house around 11:30, so that's a pretty narrow window of 
opportunity. But you know, half an hour is a long time to gather things and look through the house. 
Bryan eventually came back to the house somewhere in that vicinity and ultimately met his demise.  
 
NARRATION: WHEN DETECTIVES INTERVIEW JODI, THEY LEARN THAT THERE WERE SOME MYSTERIOUS 
CALLS MADE TO THE HOUSE THAT MORNING. 
 
JODI SCARSDALE: The caller ID said that it was a 788 number, which was our area. One of them was 
about 20 to 10, and the other one was, I want to say, about 20 to 11 and I ended up answering them 
both and they were hang-up calls. 
 
NARRATION: LOOKING THROUGH THE PHONE RECORDS, POLICE SEE THREE CALLS FROM THE SAME 
NUMBER THAT MORNING, FIRST AT 6:58AM. NEXT, AT 9:17AM. AND AGAIN AT 10:40AM. THEY ALL 
CAME FROM A PAYPHONE AT A NEARBY GENERAL STORE.  
 
JASON ROMERO: Our theory is that these phone calls were made to the residence and it was 
essentially a form of casing the residence for the burglary. The payphone, located at the Elk Run store, 
which is a four-way intersection about 1.4 miles away from Bryan's house, was something that all the 
family members would pass on their way to work, and Bryan on the way to Blockbuster. So, we can 
only guess that, whomever was making those hang-up phone calls, was able to observe all these 
vehicles passing by, where they were waiting until they knew that the house was empty. I was told to 
process the payphone for fingerprints. I did. And we did recover one, what appeared to be a 
thumbprint off of the handset of the phone. That fingerprint was submitted to a national database and 
remains in that national database. Should someone be arrested that was a contributor to that 
fingerprint, we would get a notification, but that hasn't happened yet. 
 
NARRATION: CARLO TRIES TO IMAGINE WHAT BRYAN MIGHT HAVE SEEN THAT MORNING WHEN HE 
RETURNED HOME AFTER RENTING THE VIDEOS. 
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CARLO BERTELLI: Our driveway, when it comes down, it goes to the left of our house, and there's a 
circle there. But then the driveway part is sort of right by the garage, behind the house. Coming down 
the driveway, Bryan wouldn't have seen the vehicle. But as he come around the circle, he would have 
seen a vehicle there. He had to walk right beside the vehicle, whatever was there. And for the love of 
God, I can't figure out why he would walk into that house, unless it was a white pickup truck that sort 
of looked like one of our crew trucks. And he might have thought I was in it and had came home. And 
that's one of my guesses. It could have been someone that he might have thought he knew, or he 
thought he recognized the vehicle. I don't think he would go in to confront somebody. I just, I don't 
know. I really don't know. 
 
NARRATION: BRYAN WAS MURDERED THE MOMENT HE WALKED IN THE DOOR. THE VIDEOTAPES THAT 
HE HAD RENTED WERE STILL IN HIS HAND. DID HE SURPRISE THE BURGLARS WHEN HE ENTERED THE 
HOUSE? OR DID THEY SEE BRYAN'S CAR PULL UP AND AMBUSH HIM WHEN HE WALKED THROUGH THE 
DOOR? 
 
CHRISTINE BERTELLI: This person has to be evil, you know. They have to be evil. In our house, there is 
five doors that you can go into, into our house. They could have went out any of those other doors, but 
they chose not to. They chose to stay there and shoot him, and not just shoot him, they meant to kill 
him. It's hard for me to grasp the type of person that could be so evil as to take another person's life. I 
just, I don't understand that. 
 
JASON ROMERO: We don't know why Bryan was ultimately killed. There’s a couple scenarios, you 
know, obviously no one wants to get caught while they're committing a crime. And, you know, the best 
way to minimize the likelihood that you're going to be caught is by eliminating the witnesses to your 
crime. And, the other possibility is that Bryan may have known who burglarized his house and 
whomever was in there couldn't risk, whether it be the shame of having been caught by their friend or 
by someone who knew them or again, just self-preservation, and not wanting to go to jail. So, anything 
and everything is a possibility in terms of who may have been in that house. And we focused so much 
of our attention on the Bertelli family, and their web of friends, and people they worked with, and 
people they knew, because there was always the potential that Bryan may have known who was in 
that hallway, waiting for him. 
 
NARRATION: DETECTIVE ROMERO MAKES A LIST OF FRIENDS OF THE BERTELLI FAMILY, PAYING CLOSE 
ATTENTION TO ANYONE WHO MIGHT HAVE KNOWN ABOUT CARLO’S EXTENSIVE GUN COLLECTION. 
 
JASON ROMERO: There have been people of interest in this investigation. We followed the leads as 
best we could. We know that the Bertelli’s were very open to helping people, helping Bryan's friends, 
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allowing people to have a place to stay when they needed it. It's always been something of concern to 
us that perhaps someone took advantage of that.  
 
CARLO BERTELLI: Bryan had a friend that stayed with us for a while. He's had a rough life. I brung him 
up to stay with us, got him a job. He was doing pretty good for a while. But I guess, you know, he got 
off the beaten path. He wouldn't go to work. He wasn't showing up for work. I don’t know how I would 
say it. I let him know that as long as he was staying with me, there were some rules. He didn't want to 
abide by them rules, so he left. 
 
NARRATION: BRYAN'S FRIEND, WHO STAYED WITH THE FAMILY FOR SEVERAL MONTHS BEFORE THE 
BREAK IN, WOULD HAVE KNOWN ABOUT CARLO’S GUN COLLECTION. INVESTIGATORS LEARN THAT HE 
CALLED BRYAN THE NIGHT BEFORE THE ROBBERY TO SAY HE MIGHT BE STOPPING BY THE NEXT DAY. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: So, he talked to him and I asked him what he wanted. He says, uh, “He says he might 
come up tomorrow and get the rest of the stuff out of the house,” because he still had some clothes 
and stuff there. But, Bryan said, “But he probably ain't coming.” So, we didn't think no more about it. 
He did come to the funeral, and the minute he came in there, the police had grabbed him, because 
they wanted to talk to him because of the phone call the night before and stuff. And for some reason, 
he says he didn't make that phone call. But Chrissy did talk to him, handed the phone to Bryan outside. 
So, I know he did call, and why he says he didn't, I don't know. I know he passed the polygraph a 
couple times. I believe he did have an alibi. I'm thinking it was someone that maybe had been after 
him, or he owed somebody some money. He had mentioned what I had at my house. Could he have 
had some involvement, or someone could have been mad at him, or after him? That's a possibility. But 
truthfully, I do not think he would do anything in this world to hurt Bryan. I just don't believe that. 
 
NARRATION: JUST A FEW MONTHS LONG AFTER THE ROBBERY AND MURDER AT THE BERTELLI HOME, 
ANOTHER HOUSE IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD IS TARGETED, AND THE DETAILS OF THIS BREAK IN ARE 
DISTURBINGLY SIMILAR. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: There's a house across from us. They had the same hang up caller and they got 
robbed. We're guessing that the people had used the same M.O. They did get a couple guns, but he 
didn't have a lot. I couldn't believe these people were this brazen because, uh, the police had 
roadblocks set up on the roads at different times, and they were canvassing the area. It was hard to 
believe that people were doing that. 
 
JASON ROMERO: Roughly five months after Bryan was killed, that house was burglarized and a number 
of firearms were taken. And then there were burglaries in, a couple burglaries, in the same area 
around October of 2003. Interestingly, of those burglaries that I mentioned, at least one if not multiple 
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firearms have turned up having been recovered in Washington D.C., or Baltimore, which isn't too far 
away from us. It’s generally where stolen firearms from our neck of the woods end up, having been 
traded for drugs. In this particular case, 20 years later, not a single gun that was stolen from the house 
has ever been recovered. That is extremely unusual for things that were stolen out of a house to have 
never surfaced, especially 20 years later. My theory is that Bryan was an unintended victim of a 
burglary and, you know, it ups the seriousness of a crime when you can now attach a body to the theft 
of these guns. So, whomever took them probably did their part to get rid of them permanently, or hid 
them very, very well so that they would never be discovered and ultimately tied back to whoever killed 
Bryan. 
 
NARRATION: POLICE EVENTUALLY ARREST TWO MEN WHO CONFESS TO DOZENS OF BURGLARIES IN 
THE AREA, BUT THEY DENY ANY INVOLVEMENT IN THE BERTELLI ROBBERY, OR IN BRYAN'S MURDER. 
 
JASON ROMERO: The duo that was arrested for a number of these burglaries, one of which had a rock-
solid alibi the day of Bryan's death. So, we were fairly confident that, had they committed all of the 
other burglaries together, this would have been the lone burglary they would have done individually. It 
just didn't make sense. We were always hopeful that it would lead us back to Bryan somehow, 
someway. It just, it never panned out. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: The police took them around, they showed them all the places they robbed when 
they got caught. Probably the only good thing that, out of Bryan's case, the police said they had solved 
more crimes in a short period of time where people were getting caught for stuff and they were 
confessing to stuff that the police didn't even know about because they wanted to make sure they 
didn't get implicated as the person that committed that murder.  
 
JASON ROMERO: Someone knows what happened to Bryan that day. And if they were brave enough to 
come forward and tell law enforcement, that'll be the key to close this investigation. It's unusual that 
20 years would pass and not a word be spoken of such a horrific crime that was committed. We make 
it a regular part of any arrest we make to ask the perpetrator if they are aware, have knowledge of any 
crimes of significance in Fauquier County and Bryan's murder is one of the most prevalent because it's 
the, it’s kind of the one that has the most unanswered questions. And it's our feeling that at least one 
person knows who murdered Bryan and we're not going to rest until we know exactly why Bryan died 
18 years ago. 
 
NARRATION: BRYAN'S SENSELESS AND TRAGIC DEATH HAS HAD A LASTING IMPACT ON THE BERTELLI 
FAMILY. 
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JODI SCARSDALE: We we've all dealt with anxiety and depression since this because it has a massive 
effect on your life. On the positive side, if there's any, any positive takeaway, we are constantly telling 
each other that we love each other, because you never know when that last time is that you're going 
to get a chance to say that to somebody that you love in your family, you know? My sister and I are so 
much closer. And you know, we used to squabble a lot, but we are so much closer now than we used 
to be. 
 
CARLO BERTELLI: After Bryan, I basically quit fishing. I didn't fish for years. I ended up giving mine and 
Bryan's boat away. I miss him a lot. I really regret not having him around to do the things, uh, with my 
daughter and her grandkids now that, and he would have probably had kids by now, I'm sure. I think 
he's up there and I hope that he's looking down on us and understands we're trying to do our best. Uh, 
I would like to hit the lottery so I can raise the reward a lot. But yeah, I, I would hope he's looking down 
on us knowing we're doing the best we can and we still love him. Miss him. 
 
NARRATION: IN 2004, WITH THEIR CHERISHED SON GONE, AND THEIR HOUSE NEARLY DESTROYED BY 
FIRE, CARLO AND CHRISTINE HAVE A DECISION TO MAKE. DO THEY REBUILD, OR MOVE AWAY AND TRY 
TO PUT THE PAINFUL MEMORIES BEHIND THEM? 
 
CHRISTINE BERTELLI: The thought about leaving the house actually did not cross my mind at all. From 
the time that it happened, I knew. I'm like, no. You know, I want to move back into the house because 
that's where my memories of Bryan are and that's where I feel closer to Bryan. So, I know a lot of 
people probably think that it's strange, but, not me. You just never ever feel complete. And all your 
friends and family, and all the love that they give, it just will never fill that emptiness that you feel, like, 
in your soul, actually. They have taken the most precious thing in the world away from me. 
 
NARRATION: IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE MURDER OF BRYAN MACE, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE FAUQUIER COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE AT 540-422-8650, OR SUBMIT A TIP AT 
UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
  
CORBETT FLINT: I can feel something in my gut, something was wrong but I wasn't there at the time to 
see it. I can tell through our conversations that she was declining. I don't know what else I could have 
done. 
 

— 
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Unsolved Mysteries is a production of Cosgrove Meurer Productions and Cadence 13. It is executive 
produced by Terry Dunn Meurer and Chris Corcoran. Produced by Lloyd Lochridge, Christine Lenig, 
Courtney Ennis, Paige Hymson and Paul Yates.  
 
The Story Producer for this episode is Ann Toler, and it was edited by Ryan Dann. 
 
From Cadence 13, editing, mixing and mastering by Chris Basil, Andy Jaskiewicz and Bill Schultz. 
Production support by Sean Cherry and Ian Mandt.  Artwork and design is by Curt Courtenay. Publicity 
by Josefina Francis and Hillary Schupf.  
 
The original theme music was composed by Gary Malkin and Michael Boyd.  
 
THANKS FOR LISTENING TO EPISODE 25 OF UNSOLVED MYSTERIES.  


