
 

1 
  

UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | HIGHWAY HOMICIDE 
S1E37 Transcript 

 

JIM BURNHAM: I never imagined what was going to happen. Somebody had so much disregard for 
human life, they just threw him away off like a sack of garbage. I was just in shock when that happened 

and trying to find out and run through my mind: was there anybody that wants to see him dead?  
 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: It’s a mystery to us. I mean, this whole incident is very, very strange and very odd. It’s 
something that you wouldn’t normally see.  
 
GAIL MULLENS: There’s just so much unknown about Flynt’s case. I just want whoever murdered Flynt 
to pay for what they’ve done.  
 
NARRATION: OFF THE SIDE OF A RURAL HIGHWAY 30 MILES SOUTH OF JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, A 

BLAZING FIRE DRAWS THE ATTENTION OF PASSING MOTORISTS. BY THE TIME FIREFIGHTERS REACH 
THE SCENE, THEY FIND WHAT'S LEFT OF A TRUCK, BURNED BEYOND RECOGNITION. THERE'S NO 
DRIVER OR ANY PASSENGERS INSIDE. THE ONLY CLUE TO WHAT HAPPENED IS ON THE DRIVER'S SIDE 
PANEL, AND IT LEADS INVESTIGATORS TO A TRAIL OF BLOOD ON A NEARBY BRIDGE, AND A GRUESOME 
DISCOVERY IN THE RIVER BELOW.  
 
I'M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “HIGHWAY HOMICIDE.”  
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: This all happened out in the county. It’s a very rural area, approximately five, six miles 
outside the little town of Mendenhall, Mississippi. And it’s just nice, good old country folks that live out 

in this area. 
 

NARRATION: IN 2009, BRIAN BUCKLEY WAS A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATOR AND LIEUTENANT WITH THE 
SIMPSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT. THE FIRST HOMICIDE CASE OF HIS CAREER BEGAN ON 

AUGUST 3, WHEN A 911 CALL REPORTED A TRUCK FIRE ON THE SIDE OF A ROAD. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: A passerby was coming down Highway 13 when they noticed the vehicle was burning 

on the side of the highway. This is a two mile straight away, wooded area, no houses around, two 
bridges. The vehicle was down a little bluff, probably about 8 to 10 feet deep. It was on fire.  

 
NARRATION: THE MENDENHALL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT RUSHES TO THE SCENE AND QUICKLY 

EXTINGUISHES THE BLAZE. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: The vehicle was completely burnt. They had the wrecker pull the vehicle out of the 
ravine. They searched the vehicle and there was no person in the vehicle, no victims around. They 

determined it was arson while they was processing the scene due to burn patterns, pour patterns on 
the vehicle. It was pretty obvious that it was set on fire and then pushed down into the ditch. So, at 
that time they knew it was staged.  
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NARRATION: A LARGE AMOUNT OF ACCELERANT WAS USED TO BURN THE TRUCK, WHICH SUGGESTS 
SOMEONE WANTED TO COMPLETELY INCINERATE THE VEHICLE, PERHAPS TO CONCEAL EVIDENCE OF 
ANOTHER CRIME. 
 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: There was four, what appeared to be bullet holes, in the driver's side door area. 
Crime scene unit actually recovered three bullets from the vehicle. Two bullets were found in the door 

and one bullet was found in the extra door behind the driver’s door.  
 

NARRATION: ONE BULLET IS MISSING. THE TRUCK IS REGISTERED TO A LOCAL CHICKEN FARMER AND 
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER NAMED FLYNT LEE. FLYNT IS 44 YEARS OLD, MARRIED, AND THE LAST TIME 

ANYONE SAW HIM WAS OVER 24 HOURS EARLIER WHEN HE HAD DINNER WITH A COUSIN. HIS WIFE, 
GAIL MULLENS, REMEMBERS WHEN SHE FIRST GOT THE NEWS ABOUT HER HUSBAND'S TRUCK. 

 
GAIL MULLENS: It was at night. It was after I'd got home from work. My sister called me and asked me 

had I heard that they found Flynt’s truck on fire on 13. And I said, “No.” But I figured he had wrecked it, 

and it caught on fire. But they couldn't find him, and I figured he had got hurt. And I was scared that he 
had stumbled into the creek down there, because it was right by the creek where the truck was. And 

this was probably around midnight when I found out, and it wasn’t but a few minutes the law pulled 
up. They said they had found the truck and it was on fire down there on 13 by a bridge and that it had 

bullet holes in it. I was in shock, I think, because they kept asking me about the bullet holes. And I kept 
telling him there wasn't any bullet holes in the truck. And they said “Well, there's bullet holes in it and 

it was on fire.” And I was like, “I don't know. I don't know.” 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: We had no idea what was going on at this point in time. We was actually looking for 
Flynt, because we didn't know if Flynt had burnt his vehicle and shot up his vehicle himself. We didn't 
know what went on. 
 
GAIL MULLENS: And after they left, I went down there on 13 where the truck was on fire at. It was me 
and my sister, my brother-in-law, my brother, and we were looking for Flynt. They went up on to the 
bridge. We walked the roads. We left and went to his house. We went back to my house. We looked 
everywhere we could. It was late and it was dark. And everybody said to go home, and we would meet 
back at six o'clock the next morning. Well, I went back down there about 5:30 and I was looking and 

hollering for Flynt. I really figured he was out hidin’ somewhere to scare me, because he would do 
things like that. 
 
NARRATION: WHEN GAIL AND FLYNT FIRST MET, FLYNT WAS DIVORCED AND HAD TWO DAUGHTERS 
AND A SON. 
 
GAIL MULLENS: I was a single mother with two kids, and he worked at a grocery store where I had 
started working. And we met and he just seemed like a really kind person, and he was always willing to 

help somebody. Good father, and we just kind of hit it off.  
 

JIM BURNHAM: I got into the fire department about December of 2005. That's where I first met a guy 
named Flynt Lee. 
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NARRATION: 58-YEAR-OLD JIM BURNHAM IS FLYNT'S CLOSE FRIEND AND FELLOW VOLUNTEER 
FIREFIGHTER. 
 
JIM BURNHAM: Flynt had a passion for the fire department. We hit it off right away. And that's the 
thing about Flynt. Flynt had a way that he would get to know you, the kind of guy that you couldn't 

help to like. You couldn't help to get to know and there's no way you can avoid it. I mean, he was just 
that kind of guy, very outgoing, very open and funny and, and we hit it off right away. He was tall, 

slender guy, very country. He had a bubbling personality. He was a joy to be around. 
 

NARRATION: GAIL AND FLYNT OWN A SMALL CHICKEN FARM ALONG HIGHWAY 13 AND SHARE A 
TRAILER NOT FAR FROM THERE. BUT JUST A WEEK BEFORE HIS TRUCK IS FOUND BURNING ON THE 

SIDE OF THE ROAD, FLYNT HAD MOVED OUT. 
 

GAIL MULLENS: We were married about five and a half years. I don't know that we were actually in 

love. I think we were both convenient for each other. We really got along to start with. And then, as 
most marriages, there was problems that arose. He changed, you know. He went from being, he'll help 

me do this and help me do that to not doing that. He just changed, and I know it was the drinking that 
done it to him. There was no divorce papers filed. There was no talking to any lawyers or anything. I 

just asked him to leave, and I had hoped he would go get help for his drinking. 
 

NARRATION: GAIL TELLS POLICE SHE HASN'T HEARD FROM HER HUSBAND IN THREE OR FOUR DAYS. 
FLYNT’S FRIEND, JIM BURNHAM, RECALLS HIS LAST PHONE CALL WITH FLYNT ON SUNDAY, THE NIGHT 

BEFORE FLYNT’S TRUCK WAS FOUND IN THE RAVINE. 
 
JIM BURNHAM: He was just wanting somebody to talk to. Of course, at that time, him and Gail was not 
living together. I think that he was basically sleeping in that truck. 
 
NARRATION: NEITHER GAIL NOR JIM BELIEVE FLYNT WOULD JUST DISAPPEAR OF HIS OWN FREE WILL, 
AND HE WOULD NEVER SHOOT UP AND DESTROY HIS OWN TRUCK. THE SEARCH FOR FLYNT 
INTENSIFIES, AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY JOIN IN. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: We had probably 50 people out walking up and down the side of Highway 13 in the 
general area where the truck was found. And a couple miles down the road, where his chicken farm 
was, we had people there searching for Flynt.  
 
NARRATION: ONE OF THE LOCALS WHO’S LOOKING OUT FOR FLYNT IS GAIL’S SISTER’S HUSBAND, 
CHARLES EARL. ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON, CHARLES EARL CALLS HIS WIFE WITH SOME SHOCKING 
NEWS. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: He had just found Flynt's body in the Strong River just over the side of the bridge on 
Everett Church Road. 
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GAIL MULLENS: When Flynt’s body was found, my brother-in-law had found it and he had called my 
sister. But I was outside the Sheriff's Department, and I was walking up a hill when I run into my 
daughter, Misty, and she asked me did I know. And I told her, “No.” And she said, “Mama, Flynt's 
body's been found.” I turned around and went back in the Sheriff's Department to find out what was 
going on. They had found him in the river. He was murdered within days, probably less than a week, 
after we separated. 

 
JIM BURNHAM: I was just in shock when that happened and trying to find out and run through my 

mind, was there anybody that’d want to see him dead?  
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: Flynt’s murder, it had the county shook up. We hardly ever have any trouble in this, 
this general area, especially where this happened. The most you might have would be a theft or maybe 

a house burglary. And I mean, that was odd.  
 

NARRATION: DURING THE AUTOPSY, THE CORONER FINDS A SINGLE BULLET IN FLYNT'S BODY, WHICH 

HIT HIS UPPER TORSO AND LODGED IN HIS SPINE. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: According to the pathologists, the gunshot wound that Flynt Lee received would have 
probably been an instant death. The trajectory that was found in his body would match the angles of 

the bullets that was recovered in his truck.  
 

NARRATION: THIS MEANS FLYNT WAS SHOT AND KILLED IN HIS TRUCK. LIEUTENANT BUCKLEY LEARNS 
FLYNT HAD BEEN LIVING IN THAT TRUCK AFTER SEPARATING FROM HIS WIFE. IT WAS THE BEST WAY 

TO KEEP CLOSE WATCH ON THE CHICKEN FARM THEY OWNED. 
 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: So, Flynt would go out to their chicken houses, which is on the side of the highway, of 
Highway 13. And at night, he would pull his truck right up to the side of the highway, and he would 
sleep in his truck. That's where we think the actual murder happened, was right there in the driveway 
of his chicken houses. We went out to where he would normally park his truck. We searched the area, 
and no shell casings was ever found. Nothing was found there at the chicken houses, and so we 
assumed either they collected their shell casings, or may have been using a revolver. 
 

NARRATION: AFTER THE MURDER, FLYNT'S BODY WAS TAKEN TO A BRIDGE LESS THAN A MILE OFF 
HIGHWAY 13 AND DUMPED INTO THE STRONG RIVER. A TRAIL OF BLOOD ON THE BRIDGE TELLS THE 
STORY. 
 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: We got to the scene, we got to looking around and in the middle of the bridge, there 
was droplets that went on the railing of the bridge, down the bridge, and went to the side, and over 
the side there was a couple droplets on the bridge. His body was positioned face down and his body 
actually was hung on a log out in the river. It was pretty decomposed. This is the middle of summer, in 

water, and he possibly had been in the river for two days. It's not very big of a river, maybe 20, 30 
yards wide. And I really don't know why somebody would dump the body right there, because families 

go, go to, actually go to this bridge and go swimming. Possibly, if you didn't know the river you, you 



 

5 
  

may have thought that the river would have been deeper and the current may have been stronger to 
push the body further on down the river. 
 
NARRATION: THAT MAY BE A SIGN THE KILLER OR KILLERS WERE FROM OUT OF THE AREA. WAS FLYNT 
THE VICTIM OF A RANDOM CARJACKING OR ROBBERY THAT ENDED IN MURDER? 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: There was a lot of items that was inside of his vehicle that was burnt that, had it been 
a theft, should have been taken from the vehicle. Like, there was two firearms inside the vehicle that 

was found that, had it been a robbery, you would have thought they would have took the firearms. 
 

NARRATION: LIEUTENANT BUCKLEY, IN HIS FIRST EVER HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION, BEGINS TO FOCUS 
ON THE FAMILY. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: The family actually became our prime suspects due to the fact that there was family 

problems. There had been a protection order filed against Flynt to stay away from his home and his 

wife.  
 

NARRATION: FLYNT’S WIFE GAIL VOLUNTARILY SUBMITS TO BE INTERVIEWED AT THE SHERIFF'S 
DEPARTMENT.  

 
GAIL MULLENS: I don't know how many times that I was questioned and polygraphed. That's a feeling, 

unless you go through it, that's a feeling you can't describe. The people point, they talk, and you can't 
change people's mind. But people that know me know what type person I am. And they know I could 

never do anything like that. I would never have hurt Flynt in any way. All I asked was for Flynt to get 
some help for his drinking, and he didn't think he had a problem.  
 
NARRATION: IN HIS MANY CONVERSATIONS WITH FLYNT, JIM BURNHAM GOT THE DISTINCT 
IMPRESSION THAT THERE WAS SOMETHING MORE GOING ON WITH THE FAMILY THAN JUST MARITAL 
PROBLEMS. 
 
JIM BURNHAM: I believe, there were some family issues in Gail's family. There were some things that 
were going on at that time leading up to his murder. There was some this dis-likeness, you might say. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: As far as who all liked him, I don't really know. He had had altercations with a couple 
of the family members. I know that him and his brother-in-law had an altercation a couple of weeks 
prior to this. 
 
NARRATION: ACCORDING TO JIM BURNHAM, GAIL’S BROTHER-IN-LAW, CHARLES EARL, WAS BAD 
MOUTHING FLYNT DURING THE SEARCH. THEN IT WAS CHARLES EARL WHO SEEMED TO KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE TO LOOK FOR HIS BODY.    

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: He had went down three, four miles where the Strong River Bridge is and got out of 

his vehicle and looked over the side of the bridge and Flynt's body was straight down. I mean, it was 
straight over the side of the bridge. When I asked him what he was even doing at the bridge, because 
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it's kind of off of the highway from where we was, the general search was, and he said that he just had 
a gut feeling to go check the bridge and when he got out, and walked over to the side of the bridge, 
looked over the bridge, there Flynt’s body was. 
 
NARRATION: LIEUTENANT BUCKLEY CAN’T HELP BUT ACKNOWLEDGE THE INCREDIBLE LUCK CHARLES 
EARL HAD TO FIND THE BODY SO EASILY WHEN DOZENS OF OTHERS HAD SEARCHED AND FAILED.  

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: Under the circumstances, it was kind of suspicious. We knew that Gail had, her and 

Flynt had had problems. And it was just kind of odd that he was, you know, off of the main path of 
where everybody was searching, you know, a mile or so off of the general area of where everybody 

was searching and just had a gut feeling to look over the side of the bridge. Like I said that, that just 
sounded kind of odd to us. And we even polygraphed him if he had any involvements in Flynt's murder 

in which he passed a polygraph. That was his answer was he just had a gut feeling  to go check the side 
of the bridge. 

 

NARRATION: AFTER A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION, LAW ENFORCEMENT CLEARED CHARLES EARL OF 
ANY INVOLVEMENT WITH FLYNT’S MURDER. AS THE SEARCH FOR SUSPECTS WIDENS, DETECTIVES 

LEARN FLYNT MAY HAVE BEEN HAVING FINANCIAL PROBLEMS. HIS FRIEND, JIM BURNHAM, SAYS 
FLYNT’S CHICKEN FARM WAS WEIGHING HEAVY ON HIS MIND. HE BOUGHT THE FARM A YEAR BEFORE 

HE WAS KILLED. PRIOR TO THAT, HE WORKED OFFSHORE AND THAT KEPT HIM AWAY FROM HOME UP 
TO SIX MONTHS OUT OF THE YEAR. HE NEEDED A CHANGE. 

 
GAIL MULLENS: My sister and her husband had a chicken farm, and he was tired of being gone from 

home. So, he said he wanted a chicken farm. So that's what he done. He got one. 
 
NARRATION: BUT THE BUSINESS VENTURE DIDN'T TURN OUT THE WAY FLYNT HAD HOPED. CHICKEN 
FARMING DRAINED HIS BANK ACCOUNT, AND HE CONFIDED TO FRIENDS THAT HE WAS WORRIED 
ABOUT LOSING THE FARM. 
 
JIM BURNHAM: A couple of weeks before he was murdered, went down and he was in his truck, boots 
hanging out the driver's window. We kind of made a little setup for him at the fire station. We kept 
going and going at him and said, “Look, you don't need to be sleeping in this truck. I mean, it's 

mosquitoes are eating you up. It’s humid, it’s hot.” And he said “Well, I can't leave the farm. I’m afraid 
something's gonna happen to the farm, somebody's gonna do something.” And that was something 
that that went on, I believe, all the way up to the time he was murdered. Now, he never went into 
details about who and what, you know, if there was somebody in particular. But we, I guess, didn't 
question him too much. I wished a thousand times and I would have asked him, “Okay, well, you tell 
me who.” But we never thought something like this was gonna happen. 
 
GAIL MULLENS: He never talked to me about that. I mean, there was some issues about the farm 

because it wasn't making a lot of money. I don't know why he was down there in his, sleeping in his 
truck. I mean, he had places to go, but he chose to stay on that farm out there. 
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NARRATION: LIKE THE OTHER LEADS, FLYNT'S CHICKEN FARM IS A DEAD END. THROUGHOUT THE 
SUMMER AND FALL, INVESTIGATORS CONDUCT DOZENS OF INTERVIEWS WITH FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND 
NEIGHBORS, AND COME UP EMPTY. WATER AND FIRE HAVE DESTROYED ALMOST ALL OF THE 
PHYSICAL EVIDENCE, AND THE INVESTIGATION IS GOING NOWHERE. THEN, IN THE MIDDLE OF 
NOVEMBER, LIEUTENANT BUCKLEY GETS A SURPRISING PHONE CALL AND A POSSIBLE BREAK IN THE 
CASE. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: We were contacted by the Rankin County Sheriff's Department and asked if we had 

any unsolved murders. They told us that they had picked up Christopher Hubbard for old fines. They 
told us that Hubbard was in his cell and he kept telling detention officers at the jail that he needed to 

speak to an investigator, that he had something that he had to get off his chest. Well, he told the 
investigator that he had witnessed a murder and that he had to get it off his chest. He was having 

problems sleeping and eating. He started telling them about what he had witnessed and the details 
that the investigator was telling me was similar to ours, but they kept giving a location of it being 

around the Rankin-Smith county line, which is our two neighboring counties. They called me back and 

told me that they didn't think that it was gonna be our murder. 
 

NARRATION: DESPERATE FOR A LEAD, BUCKLEY AND HIS PARTNERS DECIDE TO CHECK OUT THE 
SUSPECT FOR THEMSELVES. HIS NAME IS CHRISTOPHER HUBBARD. HE'S 25 YEARS OLD. HUBBARD’S 

CONFESSION REVEALS DETAILS ABOUT FLYNT’S MURDER KNOWN ONLY TO LAW ENFORCEMENT. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: And we interviewed him for several hours. And finally, he started giving details that 
was pretty much matching up what little bit of evidence we had — bullet holes and describing the 

scene and so on and so forth — and it started matching up to our crime scene. We took Christopher 
Hubbard to the area — just to the area —of where the chicken house was, and he identified the 
chicken houses as where the murder took place. He was given a polygraph test. He was passing all the 
details that he was given, but he would fail the part about his part in the murder. 
 
NARRATION: CHRISTOPHER HUBBARD SAYS HE WAS DRIVING WITH TWO ACQUAINTANCES ON 
HIGHWAY 13 WHEN THEY SAW FLYNT'S TRUCK IN FRONT OF THE CHICKEN FARM. ACCORDING TO 
HUBBARD, ONE OF HIS ACQUAINTANCES, ROGER GILBERT, WANTED TO STEAL THE TRUCK. AND SO, 
THEY STOPPED. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: When they got out and went up to the truck, Flynt Lee sat up in his seat and they 
took off running, and Roger Gilbert started shooting, and he had shot Flynt and killed him. Christopher 
Hubbard named Roger Gilbert as the shooter of Flynt Lee. 
 
NARRATION: HUBBARD TELLS INVESTIGATORS THAT HE AND HIS ACCOMPLICES DUMPED FLYNT'S 
BODY IN THE STRONG RIVER AND TOOK THE TRUCK A COUPLE OF MILES AWAY TO SIT OVERNIGHT 
BEHIND THE HOME OF ANOTHER ACQUAINTANCE NAMED BRICE MILLS. THE NEXT DAY, THEY BURNED 

THE TRUCK IN A DITCH. WHEN HUBBARD’S STORY CHECKS OUT, BUCKLEY IS CONFIDENT THAT THIS IS 
EXACTLY WHAT HE NEEDS TO SOLVE THE FIRST MURDER CASE OF HIS CAREER AND CHARGE ALL THREE 

MEN WITH MURDER. BUT THERE'S A PROBLEM WITH THE THIRD SUSPECT. 
 



 

8 
  

BRYAN BUCKLEY: He had a rock-solid alibi, and that kind of put a dent in Chris Hubbard's confession. 
We never figured out why he would have named this a third suspect. We kept telling him that he 
couldn't happen because the third suspect had an alibi, but he always stuck to the same story.  
 
NARRATION: THE FOURTH SUSPECT, BRICE MILLS, IS A CONVICTED FELON, AND WHILE SEARCHING HIS 
HOME, POLICE FIND TWO POUNDS OF MARIJUANA AND A FIREARM UNRELATED TO THE MURDER. 

MILLS TAKES A PLEA DEAL AND COOPERATES WITH INVESTIGATORS. HE TELLS THEM THAT HE KNOWS 
NOTHING ABOUT THE MURDER, BUT THAT HE DID ALLOW HUBBARD AND GILBERT TO LEAVE A TRUCK 

BEHIND HIS HOME. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: Mills also stated that the next night, he had left his residence and went to 
Mendenhall, down Highway 13, where he seen the same vehicle on the side of the road and he 

identified Roger Gilbert and Christopher Hubbard as being with the vehicle along with their car. He said 
he drove by ‘em, and when he come back from Mendenhall, he noticed the vehicle on fire down in the 

ditch on the side of Highway 13. So, Brice Mills actually confirmed parts of Christopher Hubbard’s 

statement.  
 

NARRATION: WHEN ROGER GILBERT, THE ALLEGED SHOOTER, IS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY, HE 
IMMEDIATELY STONEWALLS DETECTIVES. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: He was very hostile. I mean, he, he was very upset about it, and he denied having any 

involvement with it, but he would not sit down and give us an interview. When we were reading his 
Miranda rights, he then stated that he wanted an attorney. He lawyered up right off the bat. So, we 

was kind of at a standstill for Roger Gilbert. We had Roger Gilbert charged with murder. We had other 
evidence that we had found where Roger Gilbert owned a gun, owned the certain caliber gun that was 
used in Flynt’s murder. We conducted search warrants on his vehicle, search warrants on his house . 
We never found no evidence leading to the murder. We never recovered a firearm that we knew he 
owned. 
 
NARRATION: NONE OF THE SUSPECTS APPEAR TO HAVE KNOWN FLYNT OR HIS FAMILY PERSONALLY. 
 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: We spent a lot of hours trying to see if there was any connection between the family 

and these two, and we never could come up with nothing. We had numerous, numerous phone 
records from the suspects, the family members. There was actually no connection whatsoever to the 
suspects and the family.  
 
NARRATION: NEWS OF ARRESTS, A CONFESSION, AND INDICTMENT BRING RELIEF TO MEMBERS OF 
THE MENDENHALL COMMUNITY AND FLYNT’S WIFE, GAIL. 
 
GAIL MULLENS: When I found out that they had made an arrest in Flynt’s case, I was excited. I don't 

remember how I found out I, one of my daughters probably called me and told me, but I was excited 
about it. And we hoped and we prayed. 
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NARRATION: THAT HOPE LASTS ALMOST A YEAR, LEADING UP TO THE LONG ANTICIPATED TRIAL. AND 
THEN, CHRISTOPHER HUBBARD DOES AN ABOUT FACE. 
 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: He recanted his story and told us that he had made it all up. He even took another 
polygraph, and he passed this polygraph where he stated that he had just made this whole story up.  
 

NARRATION: HUBBARD'S CONFESSION HAD BEEN THE LINCHPIN OF THE CASE. NOW, INVESTIGATORS 
ARE LEFT WITH NOTHING. THEY MUST DROP THE CHARGES AGAINST HUBBARD AND GILBERT. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: Had we went to trial with them based on what little bit of evidence we had, besides 

the confession, there's no way we would have got a conviction. And if they was found not guilty, then 
we would never be able to try this case again. So, we decided just to drop the charges and see if we 

could come up with more evidence. 
 

GAIL MULLENS: It was very, very upsetting. The boy that admitted to it, then recanted, I don't know. I 

don't understand the law enough to know how they can do that. 
 

NARRATION: LIEUTENANT BUCKLEY BELIEVES HUBBARD AND GILBERT ARE THE RIGHT SUSPECTS, BUT 
HE CAN'T EXPLAIN HOW HUBBARD WAS ABLE TO PASS ONE POLYGRAPH CONFESSING TO THE CRIME, 

AND THEN PASS A SECOND TEST, RECANTING THE CONFESSION. HE ALSO FINDS IT DIFFICULT TO 
SQUARE SOME OF THEIR ACTIONS WITH THEIR STATED MOTIVE. 

 
BRYAN BUCKLEY: It’s something that you wouldn't normally see. If they was gonna steal the truck and 

the shooting took place, we couldn't understand why wouldn't you just get in your vehicle and leave? L 
him there at the chicken houses where, where it supposedly took place? Why go through the chance of 
getting caught by riding around in his truck, or being seen in his truck? We, we couldn't understand 
that neither. That's still a mystery to us, also. 
 
GAIL MULLENS: I don't know what the motive was. It's just so much unknown about Flynt's case. But I 
don't want anybody arrested if they didn't do it. I just want whoever murdered Flynt to pay for what 
they done. 
 

BRYAN BUCKLEY: This is the only unsolved case that I have left with my career at the Sheriff's Office. 
This one hurts, because it was my first one. It’s a solvable case. I think we were really, really close with 
Christopher Hubbard. It's just some holes that we got to fill before we’re able take it to trial. I'd love to 
see this case through, finished. 
 
GAIL MULLENS: I feel like if I hadn't put Flynt out this would not have happened. The hurt that comes 
along with this is unbearable sometimes. I hate this happened to Flynt, and I pray that they catch who 
done it. We’ll put it in God's hands, and let him handle it. 

 
JIM BURNHAM: I really hope that somebody has been waking up and going to bed with something on 

their heart that they needed to share with somebody, that maybe 10 years ago they didn't bother him 
but now it has. I really hope that somebody is asked the question again, so they can get this guilt off 
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their heart. That's my hope. And I know there's somebody out there that knows. Somebody knows 
something that, it may not be much information, but it will be enough to point somebody in the right 
direction. 
 
NARRATION: FLYNT LEE'S BODY WAS RECOVERED IN THE STRONG RIVER ON AUGUST 5, 2009. IF YOU 

HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT HIS MURDER, OR THE FIRE THAT BURNED HIS TRUCK, PLEASE 

CONTACT THE SIMPSON COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE AT 601-847-1342, OR GO TO 

UNSOLVED.COM. NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES… 

 

CRAIG GARDINER: It really bothers me that I can't get closure for the family. My fear is that, if Butch is 

still alive, we know that he's got a gun. I know that he's researched where to shoot a human being to 

kill ‘em. My fear is that somebody will come across Butch, and he's not gonna like them, and, and he's 

going to use violence.  

 

— 
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THANKS FOR LISTENING TO EPISODE 37 OF UNSOLVED MYSTERIES.  

 


