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THE UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | UPDATE: THE GIRL WITH THE S TATTOO 
EP 43 Transcript 

 
CARLA KLONTZ: I knew she was probably dead, and I knew it was probably ugly. But that… that was 
brutally ugly. I pray they have not done this to another human being. 
 
NARRATION: ON A PREVIOUS PODCAST, WE PRESENTED THE STORY OF A BRUTAL KILLING THAT HAS 
HAUNTED AUTHORITIES IN THE SMALL TOWN OF HENDERSON, NEVADA FOR DECADES. IN OCTOBER 
OF 1980, THE BODY OF A YOUNG WOMAN WAS DISCOVERED NAKED BESIDE A DIRT ROAD NEAR THE 
ARROYO GRANDE WASH. THE UNIDENTIFIED TEENAGER BECAME KNOWN AS JANE “ARROYO GRANDE” 
DOE, AND TWO HOMICIDE DETECTIVES, BORN A GENERATION APART, HAVE DEDICATED THEMSELVES 
TO FINDING OUT WHO SHE IS, WHO KILLED HER, AND WHY. NOW, OVER 40 YEARS AFTER HER BODY 
WAS DISCOVERED, THEY HAVE SOLVED PART OF THE CASE. THEY HAVE NOW IDENTIFIED THE YOUNG 
WOMAN. 
 
I’M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “UPDATE: THE GIRL WITH THE S TATTOO.” 
 
DETECTIVE JOHN WILLIAMS: I handled 329 death investigations, homicide, suicides, and different 
deaths. Jane “Arroyo Grande” Doe was the only one has been unsolved. 
 
NARRATION: DETECTIVE JOHN WILLIAMS WAS A RETIRED HOMICIDE INVESTIGATOR WITH THE 
HENDERSON, NEVADA POLICE DEPARTMENT. ON THE EVENING OF OCTOBER 5, 1980, HE RESPONDED 
TO A REPORT OF A DEAD BODY SEEN OFF THE SIDE OF ARROYO GRANDE DRIVE, AT THE TIME A DUSTY 
ROAD ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN. IT WAS THE BEGINNING OF A CASE THAT WOULD CONSUME 
DETECTIVE WILLIAMS FOR THE REST OF HIS CAREER. 
 
JOHN WILLIAMS: I pulled over, and there she was, laying on her belly, totally nude, in a little area up in 

the dirt road. She had seven puncture wounds to her back from a two-prong instrument and numerous 

injuries to her back of her head with what appeared to be a hammer, and when we turned her over 

and looked at her face, she had been punched, beat up in the face. The cause of her death was the 

blunt trauma to her head. Just a young, young girl.  

NARRATION: WHO WAS THIS MYSTERIOUS GIRL? AND WHO WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HER GRUESOME 
DEATH? THERE WERE FEW CLUES FOR DETECTIVE WILLIAMS TO FOLLOW. THE GIRL'S BODY WAS STILL 
WARM, INDICATING SHE HAD BEEN KILLED WITHIN HOURS OF BEING DUMPED BY THE SIDE OF THE 
ROAD.  THERE WAS LITTLE BLOOD AT THE SCENE AND NO SIGNS OF A STRUGGLE, INDICATING THE 
MURDER LIKELY HAPPENED ELSEWHERE. AN AUTOPSY REVEALED SHE HAD BEEN SEXUALLY 
ASSAULTED. ALTHOUGH NO CLOTHING OR ID WAS FOUND, DETECTIVE WILLIAMS WAS CONFIDENT HE 
WOULD EVENTUALLY DETERMINE HER IDENTITY. 
 
JOHN WILLIAMS: I thought at first it would be easy because, you know, with her a being a young girl, 
somebody would have reported someone like her missing, but we had no missing girls in the 
Henderson/Las Vegas area that fit her. She was 16 to 20. Her height was five foot three. She weighed 
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106 pounds, and she had blondish brown hair. She had a small tattoo in her inner right forearm of the 
letter ‘S’ as in Sam. 
 
NARRATION: COULD THE “S” TATTOO BE A CLUE TO THE GIRL’S IDENTITY, OR PERHAPS A MARK LEFT 
BY HER KILLER? JOHN WILLIAMS DIDN’T KNOW, BUT HE WAS DEEPLY MOVED BY THE GIRL’S TRAGIC 
FATE. 
 
JOHN WILLIAMS: My wife and I and a couple other officers from the police department bought the 
headstone and had her name, Jane “Arroyo Grande” Doe and the date of death and everything, and so 
we had her buried. She just basically feels like family to me. 
 
JOE EBERT: John Williams looked at this case in a personal fashion. He looked at her as almost like his 
own daughter. 
 
NARRATION: DETECTIVE JOE EBERT WAS 6 YEARS OLD WHEN JANE ARROYO’S BODY WAS FOUND. THE 
SON OF A HENDERSON POLICE OFFICER, HE GREW UP AROUND JOHN WILLIAMS AND HIS LEGENDARY 
QUEST TO SOLVE THE DEPARTMENT’S MOST INFAMOUS COLD CASE. 
 
JOE EBERT: I've known John all my life and, literally from 1980 to 2006 when he retired, he worked this 
case. Did everything he could to try to solve it. 
 
NARRATION: BUT IN SPITE OF ALL HIS EFFORTS, JOHN WILLIAMS RETIRED WITHOUT LEARNING JANE 
ARROYO’S REAL IDENTITY. JOE EBERT INHERITED THE CASE IN 2014, DETERMINED TO TAKE A FRESH 
LOOK AT THE EVIDENCE WITH THE HELP OF MODERN FORENSIC SCIENCE. 
 
JOE EBERT: In 1980, although DNA didn't exist, there was still procedures set in place because they 

knew that certain things would happen in the future that would ultimately help identify victims, 

identify suspects. So, they took pieces of evidence back then to ultimately use in the future. We had 

some hair that was cut at autopsy. We had some vaginal swabs, anal swabs, quite a bit of different 

pieces of evidence that were stored down there.  

NARRATION: BUT THE TECHNIQUES USED IN 1980 TO COLLECT BIOLOGICAL EVIDENCE DIDN’T MATCH 
UP TO THE NEEDS OF MODERN SCIENCE, AND NO USEABLE DNA COULD BE EXTRACTED FROM THE 
ORIGINAL SAMPLES. SO, DETECTIVE EBERT MADE THE DIFFICULT DECISION TO EXHUME JANE’S BODY, 
HOPING TO OBTAIN NEW SAMPLES TO TEST.  
 
JOE EBERT: We had made the decision that we would do everything we could to try to identify her 
once we exhumed her. We would not reintern her until we could put a name on the headstone rather 
than Jane Doe “Arroyo Grande” Doe. As sad as it was, her crypt leaked and filled with water. So, the 
water degraded a lot of the bones for DNA, which kind of hindered us in what we wanted to do with 
the DNA side. 
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NARRATION: JOE EBERT EXHAUSTED ALL THE KNOWN OPTIONS FOR IDENTIFYING JANE ARROYO, 
WITHOUT COMING ANY CLOSER TO LEARNING HER IDENTITY. BUT AS DNA TECHNOLOGY CONTINUED 
TO ADVANCE, HE SOON LEARNED OF A NEW TECHNIQUE THAT PROVIDED HIM WITH RENEWED HOPE. 
IN 2019 HE MET BARBARA RAE-VENTER, A PIONEER IN THE FIELD OF INVESTIGATIVE GENETIC 
GENEALOGY. BARBARA CAN BUILD THE FAMILY TREE OF AN UNKNOWN VICTIM OR SUSPECT BY 
COMPARING THEIR DNA SAMPLES TO ONLINE GENEALOGY DATABASES. SHE ALSO HAPPENS TO KNOW 
A LAB IN CALIFORNIA WITH A GROUNDBREAKING NEW DNA EXTRACTION TECHNIQUE, SENSITIVE 
ENOUGH TO SEQUENCE THE GENETIC SAMPLES TAKEN FROM JANE ARROYO’S BODY. 
 
JOE EBERT: Once we were able to obtain DNA from our victim where we could work investigative 
genetic genealogy with Barbara, she was able to start building family trees based off that, where we 
started identifying relatives. We were able to get a DNA match that we identified out of Alaska, 
initially, and upon contact with that person in Alaska, we ended up finding out that some of her family 
that she matched with was in Arkansas. 
 
NARRATION: JANE’S DNA MATCHES AN ARKANSAS MAN NAMED JERRY TERRELL. JERRY’S WIFE JANICE 
HAS BEEN BUILDING A FAMILY TREE ONLINE, AND ONE BRANCH IN PARTICULAR CATCHES DETECTIVE 
EBERT’S EYE. IT SHOWS FOUR SISTERS FROM NEW MEXICO — NANCY, SONIA, TAMMY AND CARLA 
TERRELL. NANCY IS LISTED AS DECEASED. SONIA AND CARLA ARE STILL ALIVE. BUT THE STATUS OF 
TAMMY, WHO WOULD HAVE BEEN 17 YEARS OLD IN 1980, IS LISTED AS “UNKNOWN.” JOE EBERT 
TRACKS DOWN CONTACT INFORMATION FOR THE TERRELL’S IN ARKANSAS AND NEW MEXICO, LEAVES 
THEM ALL MESSAGES, AND HOPES AT LEAST ONE WILL CALL HIM BACK. 
 
JOE EBERT: My girlfriend and I were headed home. I was off duty, and it was around nine o'clock at 
night. I got a phone call from an unknown number, but the phone number showed that it was coming 
from Artesia, New Mexico, and I knew that that is one of the cities that I had reached out to family 
members. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: The detective had called me the day before and I thought it was bogus. I thought it was 
just a telemarketer. 
 
NARRATION: CARLA KLONTZ LIVES IN ARTESIA, NEW MEXICO. SHE IS THE YOUNGEST OF THE FOUR 
TERRELL SISTERS. CARLA WASN’T PLANNING TO RESPOND TO JOE EBERT’S MESSAGE, BUT AN 
UNEXPECTED CALL FROM HER GREAT AUNT JANICE CHANGES HER MIND. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: She called me, and she says, “You need to call this detective. I think it's about Tammy.” 
She says, “I don't want to talk to him because, you know, I'm too old and I don't remember anything.” 
And I got on my phone, and I looked, and I thought alright, I'll see if this number is a real number. So, I 
called it, and it rang, and I hung up. And funny thing, you know, when you call a detective, they're 
gonna call you back. They’re just – [laughs]. And he immediately called me back. 
 
JOE EBERT: Carla answered the phone, and she apologized and said that she was just trying to input my 
phone number into her phone so she could call me the next day. And I told her that I would be willing 
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to sit down and talk with her on the phone that night, if she was willing to, and she was. And so, we 
started talking. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: He asked me a lot of questions about if I had somebody missing in my family. And I 
said, “Yes, I did. I had a sister, you know, missing for 41 years.” 
 
NARRATION: CARLA EXPLAINS THAT WHEN SHE WAS VERY YOUNG, HER MOTHER LOST CUSTODY OF 
ALL HER CHILDREN. CARLA WAS SEVERAL YEARS YOUNGER THAN HER SIBLINGS, AND THEY WERE SPLIT 
UP AMONG DIFFERENT FOSTER HOMES IN THE ARTESIA AREA. CARLA GREW UP IN THE SAME HOME 
AS HER SISTER TAMMY. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: I was seven months when I went into foster care. So, Tammy was my only family. She 
was a happy, happy child — laughing and playing and carefree, blonde hair, blue-eyed. She was cotton 
top, very light-complected, and I was quite the opposite. So, it was kind of like sugar and brown sugar. 
Since she was five years older, she would always be listening to music, watching movies, and every 
once in a while, she'd let me in her room so I could go in and, you know, act like a teenager and dance 
with her. 
 
NARRATION: BUT TAMMY’S PERSONALITY CHANGED WHEN SHE ENTERED HER TEENAGE YEARS, AND 
SHE STARTED ACTING OUT AGAINST HER FOSTER FAMILY. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: She had learning disabilities. She struggled in school. She made some bad choices with 
a lot of her friends. She would leave school with different people, and I remember one time she was, 
oh, she was drunk. She was way drunk. Tammy ran away a couple of times. The first time, she ended 
up in Arizona. A man called and said Tammy was on the streets, and he was concerned about her, and 
she was hungry and my foster brother went and picked her up. And then she ran away again, and my 
foster parents were like, “Well, you know what? We probably need to find someplace to put her.” 
 
NARRATION: AT THE AGE OF 16, TAMMY WAS SENT 40 MILES AWAY FROM ARTESIA TO LIVE AT A 
GROUP HOME FOR TROUBLED TEENAGERS IN THE CITY OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO. CARLA REMAINED 
WITH HER FOSTER FAMILY, AND RARELY COMMUNICATED WITH TAMMY. MORE THAN A YEAR PASSED 
BEFORE CARLA TRIED TO CALL HER SISTER AT THE GROUP HOME TO LET HER KNOW THAT ONE OF HER 
AUNTS HAD DIED. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: Tammy and her was really close. So, I tried to call Tammy and they said, “Well, we 
don't have anybody by that name here.” And I was all like, um, “You do. You do. You need to check and 
ask.” And they're like, “No, we, we don't have anybody.” They said, you know, she had been missing, 
that they took her to the fair and she wasn't there when they went to pick the kids up. She had been 
missing for seven months. 
 
NARRATION: CARLA WAS SHOCKED. THE GROUP HOME HAD FILED A MISSING PERSONS REPORT WITH 
ROSWELL POLICE STATING TAMMY WAS LAST SEEN THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 28, 1980. BUT NO 
ONE HAD EVER ALERTED TAMMY’S FAMILY. 
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CARLA KLONTZ: Being in foster care, especially back then, it was pretty archaic, so Tammy was the 
perfect scenario to fall between the cracks. There was nobody pushing and wanting to know where she 
was at. The police would look at her as a runaway. 
 
NARRATION: FOR CARLA, NOT A DAY HAS GONE BY IN THE PAST 41 YEARS WHERE SHE HASN’T 
THOUGHT ABOUT HER SISTER TAMMY, WONDERED WHERE SHE WAS, AND HOPED, AGAINST ALL 
ODDS, THAT SHE WAS OKAY. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: When I found out she was missing, I had no idea what to do, you know? The only thing 
you can do is you look. She was in Roswell, and so between Roswell and Artesia, there's ravines. 
There's so many places that people could hurt somebody. And so, you would go, and you would drive 
by these ravines and you would look, you know, all your life. You would listen to the news to see if 
there was any missing people and, and you pray. You know, I prayed. I prayed most all my life. 
 
JOE EBERT: The night that we actually spoke with Carla, we were pretty certain, based off of the 
investigative genetic genealogy and the information that Carla had given us, that Jane was definitely 
going to be Tammy. I explained to Carla that we had photos of Jane Arroyo. Of course, the photos that 
I had were photos of her at autopsy, and those are difficult photos to see for any family member. But I 
told her I'd like to send them to her and see if she could tell me if that was her sister, and she agreed. 
And so, I did send her those photos and she took a look at them and confirmed that that was her sister 
without a doubt. I think for everybody involved, it was emotional. It was emotional for me. It was 
probably one of the most emotional conversations I've had with a, uh, victim's family member. Carla 
was amazed. She said that, uh, she can finally stop having to look in ditches and watch news 
broadcasts where other people were found. They, they knew now where Tammy had been all these 
years. 
 
NEWS CLIP: For decades, she was known only as Jane “Arroyo Grande” Doe. But last week, Henderson 
police finally identified a teen girl's body found 40 years ago on the side of the road. 
 
PRESS CONFERENCE: I'm proud to say today that Detective Williams’ and Ebert's efforts have finally 
paid off. We have positively identified Jane “Arroyo Grande” Doe as Tammy Corinne Terrell. Tammy 
was 17 years old at the time she was murdered. 
 
NARRATION: SHORTLY AFTER SPEAKING WITH JOE EBERT, BOTH CARLA AND HER SISTER SONIA 
PROVIDE HENDERSON POLICE WITH SWABS OF THEIR DNA. A LAB COMPARES THOSE SAMPLES TO 
THOSE TAKEN FROM JANE ARROYO, AND ON DECEMBER 2ND, 2021, AUTHORITIES ANNOUNCE WITH 
GENETIC CERTAINTY THAT SHE IS IN FACT TAMMY TERRELL. TAMMY’S FAMILY NOW NO LONGER HAS 
TO WONDER WHAT BECAME OF HER, BUT FOR INVESTIGATORS, ONLY ONE PART OF THE MYSTERY HAS 
BEEN SOLVED. 
 
PRESS CONFERENCE: Any murder investigation, it begins with, with knowing who the victims are and 
knowing who they're associated to. And so, it's a major hurdle if you don't know who that person is. 
Now, the pursuit of Tammy’s killer or killers begins. 
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OLGA HOLGUIN: My name is Olga Holguin. I work in a facility for abused, neglected, and abandoned 
teens between the ages of 13 to 18. 
 
NARRATION: FOR 42 YEARS, OLGA HOLGUIN HAS WORKED AS A COUNSELOR AT THE GROUP HOME IN 
ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO WHERE TAMMY TERRELL WAS LIVING AT THE TIME SHE DISAPPEARED. 
SHORTLY AFTER TAMMY’S IDENTITY IS CONFIRMED, JOE EBERT CONTACTS THE GROUP HOME TO FIND 
OUT EVERYTHING HE CAN ABOUT THE NIGHT TAMMY VANISHED. 
 
OLGA HOLGUIN: When Detective Ebert called us and sent us that photograph of Tammy, we just were 
in shock. We were in shock to see her picture in that state. And it was just her. I mean, that's exactly 
what she looked like when she lived in our program. She was a little, petite girl, real sweet, real shy, 
and she didn't really hang out with a lot of the kids. She'd sit on the couch, kind of cross-legged and 
just kind of rock back and forth. It was just so sad to see her like that, because she just seemed so 
alone. 
 
NARRATION: ON THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 28TH, 1980, OLGA AND ANOTHER COUNSELOR TOOK 
THE RESIDENTS OF THE GROUP HOME ON AN OUTING TO THE NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR. THEY WERE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR APPROXIMATELY 20 TEENAGERS, AND THEY HAD A STRATEGY TO KEEP TRACK OF 
EVERYONE. 
 
OLGA HOLGUIN: We would give them tickets and let them go ride and we'd have a meeting area. They 
had to check in by coming back and getting more tickets so that they could continue riding. Our 
departure time was going to be nine o'clock in the evening to go back home. So, close to that time was 
when we passed out the last set of tickets. I remember Tammy coming in and getting some and then 
after that, all the kids started coming back after their rides, and the only one that we were missing was 
her. We went around looking for her, but she was nowhere to be found. 
 
NARRATION: OLGA AND THE OTHER COUNSELOR SCOURED THE FAIRGROUNDS FOR OVER 30 
MINUTES, BUT FOUND NO SIGN OF TAMMY ANYWHERE. NONE OF THE OTHER KIDS KNEW WHERE SHE 
WAS EITHER, OR REMEMBER SEEING HER LEAVE. OLGA WAS CONCERNED, BUT IT WAS NOT 
UNCOMMON FOR KIDS TO RUN AWAY FROM GROUP HOMES LIKE THIS. WITH NEARLY 20 OTHER KIDS 
THAT NEEDED TO GET HOME, THEY LEFT THE FAIR AND FILED A MISSING PERSONS REPORT WITH THE 
ROSWELL POLICE. 
 
OLGA HOLGUIN: Because she was so new to the program, we just thought that she had just decided to 
run away and didn't want to be at our facility anymore. And so, that was the last that we ever heard of 
her. To see that she had actually died just days after she had ran away, it was just a big shocker to us. 
It's hard to believe that that actually could happen. One minute you have this person with you, and 
then the next minute, they're gone. 
 
NARRATION: WHERE DID TAMMY GO THAT NIGHT AT THE FAIR? DID SHE RUN AWAY ON HER OWN, OR 
COULD SHE HAVE BEEN ABDUCTED? AND HOW DID SHE END UP DEAD ON A ROADSIDE FIVE DAYS 
LATER, OVER 750 MILES AWAY IN HENDERSON, NEVADA? WITH NO WITNESSES TO HER 
DISAPPEARANCE, JOE EBERT FEARS HE MAY NEVER LEARN THE ANSWERS. BUT TAMMY’S SISTER CARLA 
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HAD RECENTLY LEARNED THAT SOMEONE SHE KNEW HAD SPOTTED TAMMY LATER THAT EVENING. 
SHE WAS SEEN AT A DENNY’S RESTAURANT IN ROSWELL BY HER AUNT AND UNCLE, JANICE AND JERRY 
TERRELL. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: They were living in Roswell when Tammy was in Roswell. And um, she said she seen 
her with this couple, a man and a woman at Denny's. She was going to leave with them to go to 
California. And she said, “Tammy, don't go with them. They don't look like good people.” She's the last 
one to see Tammy, and nobody ever said a thing. Not till years and years later. 
 
NARRATION: WHO WAS THIS MYSTERIOUS COUPLE HEADING TO CALIFORNIA WITH TAMMY, AND 
COULD THEY HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN TAMMY’S MURDER? WITHOUT MORE EVIDENCE, ALL CARLA 
AND DETECTIVE EBERT HAVE ARE THEORIES. 
 
JOE EBERT: Based on the fact that Tammy was last seen on September 28th, 1980 by her Aunt Janice at 
the Denny's restaurant and we found her on October 5th, 1980 around 9PM, murdered within hours, 
led us to believe that she traveled with this male and female from Roswell, New Mexico to Henderson, 
Nevada. There was a torn shower curtain recovered near her body. So, we believed she was murdered 
in a, potentially, a hotel room somewhere nearby, cleaned, and then her body was dumped on the fifth 
of October off of Arroyo Grande and Lake Mead.  
 
CARLA KLONTZ: Roswell is like a little Albuquerque. Albuquerque’s our main, big city here in New 
Mexico. It's a hub for prostitution. It's a hub for human trafficking, and I think she met up with, just, 
really bad people. Tammy was so trusting and a little naive. She didn't see any danger in any scenario, 
and was always looking for her family, that perfect love of the of the family. And, um, I think the couple 
that Janice saw Tammy with that night at Denny's is the couple she left with. She was just very trusting 
and that was her biggest fault — trusting somebody that shouldn't have been trusted. 
 
NARRATION: THERE REMAINS ANOTHER QUESTION THAT HAS INTRIGUED INVESTIGATORS SINCE THE 
VERY BEGINNING OF THIS CASE. COULD THE MYSTERIOUS “S” TATTOO ON TAMMY TERRELL’S ARM BE 
A CLUE THAT LEADS TO HER MURDERER?  
 
JOE EBERT: The ‘S’ tattoo has always come up as a clue or something to focus on or look at. I can't give 
an opinion about that because I can't find it anybody that has any information on the ‘S’ tattoo. After 
speaking with her family, they have no idea what the ‘S’ stood for, when she got that tattoo, or why 
she would have gotten that tattoo. We still have not identified another case of homicide where a 
female victim has the tattoo of an ‘S’, like it could be linked to other murders. The ‘S’ tattoo may be 
involved, it may not be involved. 
 
NARRATION: ALTHOUGH THERE ARE STILL MANY QUESTIONS SURROUNDING HER MURDER, FINALLY 
KNOWING THE FATE OF TAMMY TERRELL HAS PROVIDED COMFORT TO EVERYONE WHO CARES ABOUT 
HER — BOTH THE FAMILY SHE WAS BORN INTO, AND THE ONE MADE UP OF PEOPLE WHO ADOPTED 
HER AS THEIR OWN AS THEY SEARCHED FOR 41 YEARS TO LEARN HER NAME. 
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JOE EBERT: When I confirmed that Jane Arroyo was Tammy Terrell, John was at the hospital. He had 
been not feeling well and I was able to go down to the hospital and visit him. And when I walked in 
hospital, I handed him some photographs of Tammy Terrell, and he immediately knew that Tammy was 
Jane Arroyo. And he said, “That's Janie. That's Janie. That's Janie.” Tammy had a lot of people here that 
cared about her and loved her, and John and John's wife, Jackie, visited her every single year from the 
day that they originally buried her. So, they’d pretty much taken care of her from the day that they 
found her until we identified her as Tammy Terrell. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: When they detectives took on her case, they went so far beyond. They made her a part 
of their family. She was looking for that perfect love, the perfect family, and she found ‘em. I mean, it 
was amazing that they took care of her like they did. In the end, it helped me deal with the news of her 
death. You know, it was... it was an answered prayer. I pray that the killer is already passed, that they 
have not done this to another human being. She was beaten, she was raped, she was stabbed. She was 
bludgeoned with the hammer. I can understand anger, I can understand hurt. And I can even 
understand somebody shooting somebody and walking away out of anger, out of hurt. Not that I think 
it's right, but when a human being does that much… I don't understand that. I pray that he is already 
dead, because that type of brutality, it doesn't happen just once. 
 
JOE EBERT: Somebody has to know something. There's got to be someone out there that remembers 
seeing Tammy, that remember seeing who she was with, that knows the people that she was with. 
We're also asking for assistance from anyone who may have been in the area where Tammy was last 
seen, or maybe saw Tammy traveling from Roswell, New Mexico to where we know she ended up in 
Henderson, Nevada. We'd like to identify who this male and female was that she was last seen with, 
interview them, if they're still alive today and find out some history on those two individuals — who 
they are, where they live, where they came from. Potentially they could be the persons that ultimately 
killed Tammy and left her body on the side of the road. 
 
CARLA KLONTZ: If the murderer is still alive, I know he'll be caught. I always prayed, God, if she's here 
on this earth, please put people around her that will help her. He’s watched out for her, and he will 
continue to watch out for us and her and the detectives, too. I know justice will be served. There's not 
a doubt in my mind. Not a doubt in my mind. 
 
NARRATION: ON FEBRUARY 24TH, 2022, THE BODY OF TAMMY CORINNE TERRELL WAS LAID TO REST 
AT THE SAME CEMETERY WHERE SHE WAS ORIGINALLY BURIED. HER SISTER CARLA WANTED HER TO 
REMAIN CLOSE TO THE ALL PEOPLE IN HENDERSON, NEVADA WHO CARED FOR HER AND TREATED HER 
LIKE FAMILY. HER GRAVESTONE NOW BEARS HER REAL NAME.  
 
AUTHORITIES REMAIN ON THE HUNT FOR THE IDENTITY OF TAMMY’S KILLER. DETECTIVE EBERT 
WANTS TO HEAR FROM ANYONE WITH KNOWLEDGE OF THE COUPLE SEEN WITH TAMMY THE NIGHT 
SHE WENT MISSING. THEY WERE DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE WITH DARK BROWN HAIR AND A 
WHITE FEMALE WITH LIGHT BROWN HAIR, BOTH AVERAGE BUILD, AND APPEARED TO BE IN THEIR IN 
THEIR MID-FORTIES IN 1980. THEY MAY HAVE BEEN CARNIVAL WORKERS AT THE NEW MEXICO STATE 
FAIR IN ROSWELL. IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS COUPLE, OR ANY OTHER POSSIBLE 
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LEADS IN THIS CASE, PLEASE CONTACT THE HENDERSON POLICE DEPARTMENT AT (702) 267-4750 OR 
LEAVE A TIP ON OUR WEBSITE AT UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
 
RUTH GOTLIEBSON: I was in abject panic. Completely shocked. He took every stick of furniture. He took 
the Bible that my grandmother gave me for confirmation, and he took his boys. I’m a mom. You don’t 
give up on finding your children. 
 

— 
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