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THE UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | KILLING KAREN  
EP50 Transcript 

 
KARLEE BODINE: The last time I recall seeing her, I had went and visited her. I was a busy little teenager 
so of course I had a million things to do and people to see. And so, I said, “Okay, mom, see you later.” 
And she looked at me and she goes, “Five more minutes, Karlee. Stay five more minutes.” And I said, 
“I'll stay five extra minutes next time.” And there was no next time. 
 
NARRATION: 
JUST OUTSIDE THE TOWN OF ROCHESTER, WASHINGTON, AN HOUR SOUTH OF SEATTLE, THERE’S A 
GRAVEL PIT THAT’S COMMONLY USED FOR ILLEGALLY DUMPING TRASH AND STOLEN CARS. BUT ON A 
COLD, WET JANUARY MORNING IN 2007, A PASSING MOTORIST SPOTS SOMETHING ELSE OFF THE 
HIGHWAY NEAR THE ENTRANCE TO THE GRAVEL PIT. IT’S THE BODY OF A WOMAN. SHE’S NAKED AND 
HER HEAD IS PROPPED UP ON TOP OF AN ABANDONED CAR SEAT. SHE’S QUICKLY IDENTIFIED AS 
KAREN BODINE, A 37-YEAR-OLD MOTHER OF THREE FROM OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON. KAREN HAS BEEN 
STRANGLED TO DEATH, AND FIFTEEN YEARS LATER, HER CALLOUS AND BRUTAL KILLER IS STILL 
UNKNOWN. 
 
I’M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “KILLING KAREN.” 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: I was a patrol deputy, and while I was on patrol, one of my field training officers 
took me to the location where Karen’s body was found and said, “You know, we have an unsolved 
homicide.”  
 
NARRATION: 
IT WASN’T UNTIL 2013, WHEN DETECTIVE MICKEY HAMILTON STARTED WORKING FOR THE THURSTON 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE, THAT HE FIRST HEARD ABOUT THE DEATH OF KAREN BODINE. SIX YEARS 
LATER, IN JANUARY 2019, DETECTIVE HAMILTON FOUND HIMSELF IN CHARGE OF HER MURDER 
INVESTIGATION WHICH HAS BECOME ONE OF THE MOST CONFOUNDING COLD CASE HOMICIDES IN 
WASHINGTON STATE. 

MICKEY HAMILTON: I was passionate about this case, because, as a cop, nobody wants to have an 
unsolved case, especially an unsolved homicide. It's a long and complex case with lots of different 
people who've been interviewed over the years, different persons of interest who've come up. So, this 
case was very difficult from the very beginning. 
 
NARRATION: 
IT FALLS ON DETECTIVE HAMILTON TO COMB THROUGH OVER 9,000 PAGES OF CASE FILES IN AN 
EFFORT TO UNRAVEL THE CLUES IN THIS TRAGIC MYSTERY. HE BEGINS WITH A VICTIMOLOGY AND ONE 
SIMPLE QUESTION: WHO WAS KAREN BODINE? 
 
KARLEE BODINE: My mom… I mean, everyone is unique, but she was definitely one of a kind. She was 
tall and blonde. She had the most beautiful green eyes ever. She was the epitome of beauty.  
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NARRATION: 
KARLEE BODINE IS KAREN’S FIRST-BORN DAUGHTER. SHE WAS 18 AND A SENIOR IN HIGH SCHOOL 
WHEN HER MOTHER WAS KILLED.   
 
KARLEE BODINE: It was her inside and her outside that just made her so vibrant and amazing and she 
was multifaceted. She was a tomboy one day and a fashionista the next. She was a social butterfly. She 
was friends with everyone, and everyone loved to hang around her. That was just my mom, like, 
making everyone feel comfortable in their shoes and hanging out. 
 
NARRATION:  
KAREN WAS BORN IN 1969 AND GREW UP IN THE OLYMPIA AREA OF WASHINGTON STATE. AT THE AGE 
OF NINETEEN, KAREN GAVE BIRTH TO KARLEE AND LATER HAD TWO MORE CHILDREN: A DAUGHTER, 
TAYLOR, AND A SON, TANNER.  
 
KARLEE BODINE: My mom and us children lived in the family home with my grandparents. My mom 
was so young and everything. I mean, she was capable of taking care of us, but my grandma was also. 
So, we lived with our grandparents mostly, and I think that was good for my mom cause it gave her 
help with the children and then we got to hang out with our grandparents. So, it was a pretty close 
family home. And then, every once in a while, she'd get her own apartment, but she'd always, usually, 
end up back at grandma's. She held a few different jobs throughout her life. She's been a restaurant 
server. She worked at Safeway, and one of my favorite jobs she had was she was our lunch lady when 
we were in school. When I was in elementary school, probably about fifth grade. 
 
NARRATION:  
BEING A SINGLE MOM WAS A CHALLENGE FOR KAREN, AND IT WAS COMPOUNDED BY A LONG-TIME 
STRUGGLE WITH DRUG ADDICTION. SHE MOVED IN PART-TIME WITH A BOYFRIEND, BUT IN JANUARY 
2007, THEIR RELATIONSHIP HAD GROWN TOXIC.  
 
KARLEE BODINE: She had gotten in a fight with him, and instead of bothering my grandparents, and 
being all embarrassed, and telling them she got in a fight, she and the boyfriend had a mutual friend 
just a few blocks down the street. She just figured oh, I'll just walk down the street, cool off for a day or 
two and, and go back. 
 
NARRATION: 
THREE DAYS LATER, AROUND 7AM ON THE MORNING OF JANUARY 22ND, 2007, POLICE RECOVER 
KAREN’S NUDE BODY DISCARDED OUTSIDE THE GRAVEL PIT IN ROCHESTER, 22 MILES FROM WHERE 
SHE HAD BEEN LIVING WITH HER BOYFRIEND.  
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: She was posed specifically resting on this car seat, and then her arms and legs 
were arranged in a specific way, too. It wasn’t haphazard the way that she was just dropped. I don’t 
know when she was dumped, sometime before daylight more than likely, but right at daylight, a 
motorist going to work saw the body, pulled over, and called 911, and said, “There’s a body on the side 
of Little Rock Road.” It’s a common place where people will dump garbage or animal carcasses during 
hunting season because it’s kind of a remote location in the fact that there’s no businesses in that area. 
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There’s no residences in that area. Little Rock Road is a major north-south thoroughfare for that part of 
the county, so there is a lot of traffic on Little Rock Road, especially peak hours of people going to work 
and people coming home from work. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE AUTOPSY REPORT REVEALS THAT KAREN WAS STRANGLED TO DEATH, BUT THERE’S NO EVIDENCE 
OF SEXUAL ASSAULT. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: There was a ligature found on her body, which was involved in that strangulation. 
So, the only other real evidence we got from the body was three different DNA samples from her body. 
We've been working on those DNA samples since 2007. One DNA sample we have is a mixture of up to 
four contributors. And so, that's the one we've kind of been focusing on attempting to isolate profiles 
out of that mixture to determine some more information that would be useful.  
 
NARRATION: 
IN ADDITION TO THE DNA, THE MEDICAL EXAMINER FINDS ONE UNUSUAL PIECE OF EVIDENCE ON 
KAREN’S BODY: A TINY PAINT CHIP EMBEDDED IN HER HAIR. THERE’S NO WAY TO KNOW IF THIS IS A 
SIGNIFICANT CLUE, BUT THE PAINT CHIP IS CAREFULLY PRESERVED FOR FUTURE EXAMINATION. 
INVESTIGATORS COMB THE DUMP SITE FOR OTHER EVIDENCE AND CONCLUDE THAT THE LOCATION 
WHERE KAREN'S BODY WAS FOUND IS NOT WHERE THE MURDER ACTUALLY OCCURRED.  
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: Now, we don’t believe that she was murdered there because we don't find any of 
her clothing there. There's not really a lot of disturbed dirt like there was a struggle. There was some 
tire tracks at the scene, so we took castings of those. Based on the other evidence and the patterns of 
the injuries that we see in the strangulation, we do believe there was a struggle. So, it appears that 
where her body was located was just a dump site, not the original scene of her murder. Whoever 
dumped her where they dumped her intended her to be seen and found pretty quickly. So, then you 
think about, who are the other people that display bodies? Typically drug cartels and that kind of thing. 
They’re trying to send a message to somebody, but there’s not any evidence in this case that she was 
involved in any drug cartel activity or anything like that. So, the only other thing is that she was 
positioned that way because they wanted her to be found, because they did have some vestige of 
remorse, maybe, about what happened to her, but they removed her clothes because they didn’t want 
evidence left behind. I don’t know. It’s very puzzling, the way that she was left. 
 
NARRATION: 
NEWS OF THEIR MOTHER’S DEATH SOON REACHES KAREN’S YOUNG CHILDREN. 15-YEAR-OLD TAYLOR 
REMEBERS BEING PULLED FROM BASKETBALL PRACTICE. TWELVE-YEAR-OLD TANNER OVERHEARD THE 
POLICE TELLING HIS GRANDPARENTS AT THEIR FRONT DOOR. 18-YEAR-OLD KARLEE WASN’T HOME AT 
THE TIME AND IS STILL HAUNTED BY THE MOMENT SHE HEARD HER MOTHER WAS DEAD. 
 
KARLEE BODINE: I was hanging out at a friend's house down the street, and my Nana drove up. So right 
off, I knew something was wrong. She goes, “Karlee, we need to go home.” And I looked her in the eye. 
I was like, “Just tell me. Just tell me.” I mean, I could not even fathom the next words that were gonna 
come out of her mouth. And she just kind of looked at me and there was silence for a minute, and I 
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guess she didn't know any other way to say it. “Karlee. Karlee, your mom died.” I couldn't even 
process, and she wanted me to go home with her and I, I just walked away. I started walking around 
the little, tiny town of Centralia just trying to think about like, this isn't real. This isn't real. Like, I've got 
to be dreaming. 
 
NARRATION: 
AFTER PROCESSING THE CRIME SCENE, INVESTIGATORS IMMEDIATELY BEGIN TO INTERVIEW THE LAST 
KNOWN PEOPLE TO HAVE SEEN KAREN, STARTING WITH HER BOYFRIEND.  
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: When they delivered the news to him, he was pretty distraught and upset and 
seemed to be appropriately shocked and saddened by that news. And he was very cooperative from 
the beginning. You know, he provided an alibi. He came in and submitted to a polygraph. He voluntarily 
provided a DNA sample. He came in for multiple interviews over the next coming weeks and months. 
So, he was very cooperative and wasn't really considered a suspect and doesn't really have a motive 
either. 
 
NARRATION: 
WITH THEIR MOST OBVIOUS SUSPECT CLEARED, POLICE ZERO IN ON THE TIMEFRAME LEADING UP TO 
THE MURDER. AFTER THE FIGHT WITH HER BOYFRIEND, KAREN WENT TO STAY WITH A MUTUAL 
FRIEND — A MUSICIAN AND BANDMATE OF KAREN’S BOYFRIEND. THEIR BAND OFTEN PRACTICED AT 
THIS MAN’S HOUSE AND HE AND KAREN HAD BECOME FRIENDS, SO HE AGREED TO LET HER STAY 
WITH HIM FOR A FEW DAYS. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: He had a couple of people living on his couch, so there was a lot of people coming 
and going at that residence throughout the weekend. And then, eventually he has issues with Karen as 
well so, he tried to have her removed from the house several times that weekend, first by the police, 
but that didn't work because there was no legal reason to remove her. So, then he started having 
associates take her out and drop her off in remote areas of the county hoping that she would just get 
lost or go away. That didn't work either. She just kept coming back to the house. 
 
NARRATION: 
ON SUNDAY MORNING, JANUARY 21, THE DAY BEFORE SHE’S FOUND DEAD, KAREN ONCE AGAIN FINDS 
HERSELF WALKING THE STREETS ALONE. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: She had not been home in quite some time. An officer from the Lacey Police 
Department was called to come and check on her on Sunday morning for a welfare check, because 
somebody saw her walking, and it was January, and it was cold, and she wasn't dressed appropriately 
for the weather. So, the Lacey officer makes contact with her. She says, you know, “I had a fight with 
my boyfriend, so I left the house, and I'm just walking around to kind of cool off.” The Lacey officer 
tried to give her a ride. She didn't want a ride. He said, “Let me at least call your mom and see if they 
can come and get you.” So, she agreed to that, and he tried to call her family, but didn't get through. 
Her mom was at work. So, he lets her go about her way, and she walks off, and he goes back to patrol. 
 
NARRATION: 
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ON SUNDAY NIGHT, KAREN IS AGAIN BACK AT HER FRIEND'S HOUSE WHERE SEVERAL PEOPLE ARE 
ALSO HANGING OUT. ACCORDING TO WITNESSES, KAREN IS STILL DISTRAUGHT ABOUT THE 
ARGUMENT WITH HER BOYFRIEND AND TENSIONS WITHIN THE HOUSE BOIL OVER. 
 
KARLEE BODINE: She was trying to, you know, calm down from their fight they had had. There was only 
one bathroom, I believe, and when my mom's stressed out or anything, I guess it's what all of us 
Bodine women do, we take a bath. It's just what we do. And so, someone had to use the bathroom and 
my mom was still taking a bath and I guess there was an altercation. Some people say they were just 
yelling and screaming. Some people say they were beating on the door. Some people said there was a 
physical altercation. It just depends who you ask. And everyone tells different stories of when my mom 
was there, when she left, who she left with. You could tell they're all covering for each other or they're 
all covering for someone because everyone had different stories. 
 
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE HAMILTON READS THROUGH THE INTERVIEWS OF EVERYONE WHO WAS AT THE HOUSE AT 
THE TIME, INCLUDING THE MUTUAL FRIEND WHO OWNED THE HOUSE AND WAS ALLEGEDLY 
INVOLVED IN THE ALTERCATION WITH KAREN IN THE BATHROOM. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: He claimed that, after the fight, she left his house. He heard her get into a loud 
vehicle. He didn't see the vehicle, he just heard its exhaust, and then the vehicle left. So, he assumed 
she left with that vehicle because he never saw her again. That's kind of his story, and I don't have any 
witnesses to really contradict that. All of them were using narcotics at the time of these events. So, 
their memories are pretty fractured. And they've told me, you know, “It's hard for me to remember 
that weekend.” So, putting together a coherent timeline of her movements and her last known 
locations and things has been difficult. Somewhere between midnight and 3AM, they remembered 
seeing her alive, and then either they left, or they reported that she went outside, and they never saw 
her again. And then her body was found between 7 and 8AM. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: The person that she was staying with, in his initial reaction, was suspicious, 
because they also contacted him the same day her body was found. And they told him that something 
had happened to Karen, and he kind of laughed and said, “What, did somebody finally strangle her?” 
That was his reaction when nobody knew that her death was strangulation yet. The detectives had 
their suspicions, but there hadn't even been an autopsy yet, so that aroused suspicion with them. 
Then, finding out that he had multiple problems with her throughout that previous weekend was also 
suspicious to them. His level of cooperation has been back and forth. At times, he's been cooperative. 
He did submit to a polygraph. He did not pass the polygraph. But again, there's no physical evidence 
that he killed her. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE LACK OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE IS AN EARLY HINDRANCE TO INVESTIGATORS, SO THEY FOCUS THEIR 
ATTENTION ON TRACKING DOWN THE LOUD VEHICLE KAREN WAS SEEN GETTING INTO WHEN SHE 
LEFT THE HOUSE. POLICE RELEASE A PUBLIC CALL FOR INFORMATION IN THE CASE AND RECEIVE 
SEVERAL TIPS ABOUT A SUSPICIOUS BROWN CAR THAT WAS NEAR THE AREA OF THE DUMP SITE 
AROUND THE TIME OF KAREN’S MURDER. 
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MICKEY HAMILTON: In the initial statements, they reported seeing a brown Datsun with a burnt orange 
stripe and a brown camper. One of the persons of interest in this case, he drove a Ford F150 that was 
brown in color. So, a somewhat similar description to the Datsun that's brown in color described at the 
dump site. And that F150 was unique because his name was written across the back window, and one 
of the witnesses, who said they last saw her prior to her death, said that they saw her getting into that 
truck.  
 
NARRATION:  
WHEN INVESTIGATORS TRY TO LOCATE THE TRUCK, THEY LEARN IT’S ALREADY BEEN SCRAPPED, 
DESTROYING ANY POTENTIAL EVIDENCE IT MIGHT CONTAIN. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: The reason that it was supposedly scrapped was electrical issues, which seems like 
a strange reason to total a vehicle. Didn't seem to be that old of a vehicle, and in my experience with 
the people that we were dealing with in this case, they had lots of junk vehicles sitting around their 
property. It seems like they tend to keep them for parts more than scrap them to a scrap yard, so that 
just seems kind of out of character for these individuals. It just seems awfully coincidental that the 
vehicle would be scrapped that close in time to the murder. 
 
NARRATION:  
POLICE TRY TO TRACK DOWN THE OWNER OF THE FORD F-150 AND RUN INTO YET ANOTHER 
UNEXPECTED HURDLE. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: The owner of that vehicle was arrested on separate charges. He was a drug dealer 
that was involved with the narcotics trafficking out of that house. Sometime around the time of the 
murder, he was not a citizen of this country, so he was deported based on those other charges, and 
based on the information that I've been working on, he was never interviewed in the case, I can tell 
you that, and has never come back to the country since then. He's about the one person in this case 
whose DNA we do not have. 
 
NARRATION: 
AFTER EXHAUSTING ALL THEIR LEADS, THE INITIAL INVESTIGATION GRINDS TO A STANDSTILL AND 
REMAINS THAT WAY FOR CLOSE TO 12 YEARS. THEN, IN 2019, AN ORGANIZATION CALLED 
CROWDSOLVE REACHES OUT TO DETECTIVE HAMILTON AND HIS POLICE DEPARTMENT. THEY’RE 
LOOKING TO HELP SHINE NEW LIGHT ON LONG-STANDING UNSOLVED CRIMES.  
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: CrowdSolve, it's a unique idea. The idea was that there are a lot of armchair 
detectives on the Internet that like to spend time looking at these cases. And so, CrowdSolve was 
looking for agencies that were willing to kind of open their case files up to a bunch of people who are 
basically amateur detectives. They’re doctors and lawyers, or anybody from any walk of life. They'd 
have a different perspective and a unique perspective from cops. So, we let them pour over the case 
file for three days and see what ideas they come up with for investigative techniques that maybe we 
just haven't thought of as cops. So, CrowdSolve asked me, “Do you have any unsolved cases that you 
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are interested in profiling or letting us take a look at that we could help with?” And Karen Bodine’s 
case immediately came to mind, and so I brought that case to them. 
 
NARRATION: 
OVER SEVERAL DAYS, THE CROWDSOLVE DETECTIVES POUR OVER THE CASE DETAILS AND FOCUS ON A 
NUMBER OF AREAS WORTHY OF DEEPER INVESTIGATION, STARTING WITH THE MYSTERIOUS VEHICLE 
KAREN ALLEGEDLY LEFT THE HOUSE IN THAT SUNDAY NIGHT. ONE AMATEUR SLEUTH POINTS OUT 
THAT THE RCMP, OR ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE, MAINTAIN A DATABASE OF AUTOBODY 
PAINT, WHICH COULD PROVE USEFUL IN ANALYZING THE PAINT CHIP THAT WAS FOUND LODGED IN 
KAREN’S HAIR. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: I didn't know, until I went to CrowdSolve, auto body paint chemical formulas are 
proprietary, so they can be broken down and identified, and you can at least get a make and a 
timeframe of when those automobile manufacturers are using that paint. So, in this case, Karen 
Bodine, we found a piece of auto body paint in her hair during the autopsy. I was able to send that 
sample to them, and I'm still waiting for the results. I haven't got back my results yet to see if they can 
tell me. But the weakness in this system is that, if the auto body paint is a custom paint, and it's not a 
factory paint, then they're probably not going to be able to tell me anything about it. But if it's a 
factory paint, it might give me some more information to look what kind of vehicle that that came 
from. 
 
NARRATION: 
WHILE THAT PAINT CHIP MAY ULTIMATELY LEAD TO AN IMPORTANT CLUE, THE CROWDSOLVE 
INVESTIGATION ALSO FOCUSES ON REEVALUATING THE DNA EVIDENCE RECOVERED FROM KAREN’S 
BODY. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: One of the complex things about DNA evidence is, it doesn't necessarily mean, just 
because their DNA is on her, that they killed her, right? She could have consensual contact with 
somebody, whether that's consensual sexual contact, or whether that's just handshaking. The DNA 
scientist seems to think that the amount of DNA we found is too great for consensual contact. It's just a 
piece of evidence that we have to figure out how it fits into the puzzle. We do have DNA samples for 
almost everyone, so their DNA is in CODIS, or they submitted to and provided consent samples for us 
for comparisons, because they wanted to clear their name. But none of it is a match.  
 
NARRATION: 
ONE PROBLEM ENCOUNTERED DURING THE INITIAL INVESTIGATION WAS THAT A KEY PIECE OF DNA 
EVIDENCE CONTAINED MORE THAN THREE CONTRIBUTORS WHICH, AT THE TIME, WAS IMPOSSIBLE TO 
SEPARATE AND IDENTIFY. 
 
MICKEY THURSTON: Then I found out from the other experts that there's some companies doing some 
mixture DNA analysis. We don't really have the technology to separate those contributors and isolate 
individual profiles, but there are a couple of companies out there developing software. We did have a 
DNA sample that we had analyzed by the Washington State Patrol Crime Lab, and they determined 
that it was up to four contributors. And so, it's too complex of a mixture for them to analyze and 
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isolate individual profiles, but one of these other companies might have that ability. So, I reached out 
to them and working on that angle as well. 
 
NARRATION: 
CROWDSOLVE ALSO SUGGESTS ANOTHER AVENUE OF INVESTIGATION INTO THE COLD CASE. IN 2014, 
THE MUSICIAN AND BANDMATE THAT KAREN WAS STAYING WITH WHEN SHE WAS KILLED WENT TO 
JAIL ON NARCOTICS CHARGES AND SOME OF HIS ACCOMPLICES WERE SUDDENLY READY TO COME 
FORWARD WITH INFORMATION, KNOWING HE WAS BEHIND BARS.  
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: So much time has passed. Loyalties have shifted. People who may have been 
afraid to come forward and give information in 2007 or 2010, they may not be afraid to give that 
information now. So, I've been slowly working through that list of people to re-interview them and try 
to come up with maybe new information that wasn't provided in the original investigation. I've used 
every tool that I can think of, whether that's reaching out to the FBI, or the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, or anybody else to try to move this case forward any way that I can. It's going to take some kind 
of evidence or a statement that we can corroborate with the evidence that we already have to know 
what happened to Karen. Right now, I don't have a witness who says, “I saw Karen Bodine murdered 
and this is who did it.” I don't even have that, so I at least need that. That will point us to a suspect.  
 
NARRATION: 
KARLEE AND HER FAMILY ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE HARD WORK AND PASSION OF DETECTIVE 
HAMILTON AND ALL THE DEDICATED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS WHO HAVE TRIED TO SOLVE HER 
MOTHER’S MURDER. BUT SHE AND HER FAMILY ARE DISAPPOINTED IN THE WAY THE MEDIA HAS 
HANDLED THE STORY. THEY FEEL THAT KAREN’S BATTLE WITH DRUG ADDICTION AND HER OTHER 
PERSONAL STRUGGLES PRIOR TO HER DEATH HAVE MADE THE SINGLE MOM A LESS SYMPATHETIC 
VICTIM. 
 
KARLEE BODINE: The newspaper reported on it right off the bat. They didn't even say murder. They 
said, “suspicious death.” They wouldn't even say murder for a long time. They pretty much tried to just 
push it under the rug and not even give it any media attention or anything, besides the initial reports. 
And they victim-shamed her and really did not do her justice, and It made the community not care 
either. 
 
MICKEY HAMILTON: Every victim is important, and I think any cop that you talk to would agree to that, 
because we got into this profession because we wanted to help people. And are there maybe some 
stigmas around narcotics use? Sure, but I don’t really consider any of the factors of how she lived her 
life. We work this homicide just as hard as we would work any other homicide. I don’t think there will 
ever be closure, of course, they lost a mother and a daughter, but the fact just remains that she 
deserves justice like anybody else deserves justice. 
 
NARRATION: 
FOR KARLEE, THE FIGHT TO FIND HER MOTHER'S KILLER HAS BEEN A 15-YEAR STRUGGLE, BUT HER 
DEDICATION HAS NEVER WAVERED. IF ANYTHING, THE INTRODUCTION OF DETECTIVE HAMILTON AND 
THE CROWDSOLVE EVENT HAS GIVEN HER RENEWED ENERGY. KARLEE HAS POSTED BILLBOARDS AND 
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PERSONALLY HANDS OUT FLYERS IN TOWN, ASKING ANYONE FOR INFORMATION THAT COULD LEAD 
TO A BREAK IN THE CASE. 
 
KARLEE BODINE: I think about my mom constantly. Whether it's getting dressed in the mornings, 
because she was always so good at choosing out clothes, and she loved pink and everything, so every 
time I wear something pink, I think of her. Whenever I see a carnation, I think of her because it's her 
favorite flower. And the worst part is, is it always starts with a good memory like that, like a flower or 
even seeing a payphone and I’ll remember when she used to call me on payphones, but then the 
memories turn darker and I remember what she looked like in her casket, or I remember that I'll never 
get to talk to her again. Or I remember that she got stolen from me, yet someone's not in prison for 
stealing her. So, they always end up becoming sad, but my mom and I are fighters. I’ve been a fighter 
since day one, so I, I will fight for my mom and, until I can't anymore because I guarantee she would do 
the same for me. 
 
NARRATION: 
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNSOLVED MURDER OF KAREN BODINE, PLEASE SUBMIT 
A TIP AT UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
 
SHEILA MOSES: They burned my granddaddy's house to the ground. My mother lived there 65 years, 
and no one ever bothered her. Whoever hurt Daniel, they came to that little town to hurt him. It was 
someone who knew him and knew him well. 
 

— 
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