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THE UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | BLACK FRIDAY 
E62 Transcript 

 
NICOLE MILLER: My dad did say that she had been acting strange for the past two weeks. Something 
was off with her. It makes me think there was something really wrong going on, because I feel she 
knew something bad about someone, whether it would ruin reputation or money, she knew something 
that someone didn't want to get out. 
 
NARRATION: 
IT'S EARLY MORNING THE FRIDAY AFTER THANKSGIVING 1999 IN LANSING, ILLINOIS. 44-YEAR-OLD 
SHARON MILLER ARRIVES AT A LOCAL DRY CLEANERS, WHERE SHE’S WORKED SEVERAL YEARS. 
SHARON TALKS ON THE PHONE WITH AN EMPLOYEE AT ANOTHER DRY CLEANERS IN NEIGHBORING 
INDIANA UNTIL SHE HAS TO HANG UP — HER FIRST CUSTOMER OF THE DAY HAS JUST ARRIVED. A 
SHORT TIME LATER, A FRANTIC 911 CALL COMES INTO THE LANSING POLICE DEPARTMENT. A BODY’S 
BEEN FOUND AT THE DRY CLEANERS, SPRAWLED ON THE BATHROOM FLOOR. IT'S SHARON, AND SHE’S 
BEEN SHOT EXECUTION STYLE WITH TWO BULLETS AT CLOSE RANGE. 
 
I'M STEVE FRENCH, THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “BLACK FRIDAY.” 
 
NARRATION: 
LANSING, ILLINOIS. A SMALL TOWN OF JUST UNDER 30,000 PEOPLE IS LOCATED ABOUT A HALF HOUR 
SOUTH OF CHICAGO. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: We average, for many, many years, one homicide a year. We're probably around 
three or four right now at this time. 
 
NARRATION: 
CHUCK WEEDEN IS A SERGEANT WITH THE LANSING POLICE. BACK IN 1999, HE WAS A ROOKIE 
DETECTIVE AND VIVIDLY REMEMBERS THE HOMICIDE CASE THAT WOULD HAUNT THE DEPARTMENT 
FOR NEARLY A QUARTER CENTURY. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: The call came in approximately 8:52AM was the time of the assignment for the 
officer that arrived first on scene. This was very unusual for the area. Downtown Lansing, very quiet. 
This is the day after Thanksgiving. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE MURDER VICTIM IS SHARON MILLER, AN EMPLOYEE AT A LOCAL DRY CLEANERS WHO WAS JUST 
STARTING HER SHIFT THAT MORNING. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: When I first walked into the dry cleaners, it was a normal entryway with several 
counters and racks for clothes. I was surprised. I did not know that they don't clean anything at this 
facility, they take things and ship them elsewhere. But when I walked into the back area, it looked 
normal. It looked very clean. Nothing was really out of place. Certainly wasn't any type of a struggle. 
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And when I walked around the corner to see the bathroom, I saw Sharon on the floor of the bathroom, 
obviously deceased. 
 
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE WEEDEN IMMEDIATELY BEGINS MAKING NOTES ABOUT EVERY DETAIL HE OBSERVES. HE’S 
NOT SURE WHAT IS OR IS NOT A CLUE TO WHAT HAS OCCURRED. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: It certainly wasn't ransacked. I couldn't tell by looking at the cash register. It was not 
forced open. There was not any debris or anything scattered around. At first, it looked like it could 
have been suicide if they had found a weapon underneath her. She wasn't moved until the coroner 
arrived. 
 
NARRATION: 
WHEN THEY ROLL THE BODY OVER, NO WEAPON IS FOUND, AND THEY SEE THAT SHARON HAS 
ACTUALLY BEEN SHOT TWICE. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: She did have two holes, small caliber bullet holes, on the side of her head. So that 
made it likely not to be a suicide, although I have seen suicides where a subject has shot themselves 
twice. She did have a wound to her hand, her finger which is probably a defensive, holding her hand 
above her head, and that bullet had gone through her finger and into her head. We believe that the 
offender was within three feet of her when he shot her. She was probably to the side of him, judging 
by the entrance to the bathroom, the doorway, and the way she fell and the fact that the wounds were 
in the side of her head, she was probably facing sideways. 
 
NARRATION: 
AS POLICE BEGIN THEIR INVESTIGATION, THEY FIND EVIDENCE THAT THIS HOMICIDE MAY HAVE BEEN 
A ROBBERY THAT TOOK A FATAL TURN. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: We had learned later that she had a gold purse that would have contained her wallet, 
credit cards, a little bit of cash, and her cell phone. That was not located inside the cleaners. We had 
learned later that money from inside the register, approximately $130, was taken from the register, 
only paper. So, it appears to be a robbery. There was a lot of change still left in the register, and there 
was a deposit bag that was next to the register and the counter. Not obvious, but if you were looking 
for it, you could have found it. That was not taken. So that deposit from two days before was still left 
there. I did observe that she had not a ton of jewelry, but she had several chains and she had gold rings 
and bracelets at that time, probably $1,000 worth of jewelry on her. 
 
NARRATION:  
IF IT WAS A ROBBERY, WHY DIDN’T THE PERPETRATOR TAKE CASH AND OTHER VALUABLES THAT WERE 
IN PLAIN SIGHT? WAS HE IN A PANIC TO ESCAPE QUICKLY AFTER KILLING THE LONE WITNESS? OR 
COULD THERE BE SOME OTHER EXPLANATION FOR SHARON'S MISSING PURSE AND THE RAIDED CASH 
REGISTER?  
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CHUCK WEEDEN: I don't know who would rob a dry cleaners, think that there's any sum of money. A 
lot of people pay in checks. Back then, there was cash more than debit cards but still, you're not going 
to find a whole lot of cash at a dry cleaners as opposed to a bigger retail store that's going to be open 
with a lot more money. It kind of says that the motive there was not robbery, that it could be staged. It 
could be made to look like a robbery and the real motive is to kill the victim. I mean, if this is just for a 
robbery, or maybe a possible sexual assault, there's no reason to shoot twice. This seems like, judging 
by the caliber weapon, which is a .25, which is a small caliber, to shoot someone twice, your intention 
is to kill. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE NOTION THAT SOMEONE WOULD TARGET 44-YEAR-OLD SHARON MILLER FOR A POINT-BLANK 
ASSASSINATION SEEMS UNLIKELY TO DETECTIVES. HER ONLY DAUGHTER, NICOLE, WAS 21 AT THE 
TIME OF THE MURDER. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: It was a Friday morning. I had a full day booked at the salon where I worked, and the 
phone rang. It was my grandmother. I said, “Hello.” She said, “Hi, Nicole, this is Gram. Are you going to 
be home?” And I said, “Yes.” She said, “Okay, I need to come talk to you.” And she hung up, and I 
thought, man, that was the weirdest thing. About 15 minutes later, the doorbell rang, and it was a 
glass front door, and I saw her standing outside the door with one of the detectives from the Lansing 
Police department that I knew and recognized, because he had gone to the same church as our family 
did growing up. So, I immediately opened the door and said, “What is going on?” And then he just goes 
right out and says, “I'm sorry to tell you that your mother is deceased.” So obviously, I was in complete 
shock. 
 
NARRATION: 
NICOLE IMMEDIATELY FLASHES BACK TO ONE OF THE LAST TIMES SHE SAW HER MOTHER ALIVE. IT 
WAS JUST SIX WEEKS EARLIER, AT NICOLE'S WEDDING. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: The wedding was so close to when she died. Those are the pictures that we have of 
her, you know, the most recent, and that's the dress that we buried her in. She was about five six, blue 
eyes, short blonde hair. Very pretty. Of course, I'm biased. But, just medium build. She liked to dress 
nice, liked to have her hair done, her nails done. Jewelry, and such. She cared about her appearance. 
She wasn't, like, completely outgoing, but if you talked to her, she would talk to you. So I'd say she was 
a little shy at first but not once you got to know her. She loved to laugh, love to have fun. We played a 
lot of cards. We didn't do a lot of stuff out of the house all the time because we always didn’t have the 
money for that kind of stuff. 
 
NARRATION: 
SHARON'S ROMANTIC LIFE HAD ITS SHARE OF UPS AND DOWNS. SHE WAS MARRIED THREE TIMES, 
BUT EVERYTHING SEEMED TO CHANGE WHEN SHE MET CHARLES, HER THIRD HUSBAND. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: My mom really was, I would say, the happiest I had ever seen her, and a lot of that had 
to do with Charlie. She met Charlie at the bowling alley, I believe. They were on, uh, bowling leagues 
together, and he definitely was the first real father figure I had come into my life. He was great. He was 
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always great. She finally had found someone to spend the rest of her life with and he came into the 
picture when I was 10, and they were actually about to celebrate their 10-year wedding anniversary on 
December 1st. So, they had missed that by about four or five days when she was killed. 
 
NARRATION: 
IN THE QUIET COMMUNITY OF LANSING, SHARON’S HOMICIDE IS A BRACING SHOCK. MICHAEL 
RODRIGUEZ WAS ASSIGNED TO WORK THE COLD CASE WITH DETECTIVE WEEDEN IN 2013. AT THE 
TIME OF THE MURDER, HE WAS A 17-YEAR-OLD POLICE CADET. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: So, I grew up actually in Lansing, Illinois, and I was in high school when this 
happened. And actually, a friend of mine was related to her ex-husband from high school. So that's 
kind of how I heard about this case. So, it was very impactful at that time because there wasn't a lot of 
violent crime in Lansing, especially homicides. So, for something like that to happen the day after 
Thanksgiving, especially in the morning, was just very shocking to the community. Sharon Miller, she 
was killed the morning of November 26th, 1999, was the day after Thanksgiving. From our timeline, 
we’d seen that at approximately 6:50am, she left her home in Lansing to go to work at the dry 
cleaners. It was less than five minutes away. She signed in at the computer at 6:54am, and then she 
actually printed out a receipt from her computer at 6:58. And then at about 7:06am, she called a fellow 
employee at a different branch to speak about a dry cleaning jacket. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: They talked about how their holiday was and whatnot, and according to her, it was 
just a normal conversation. They were talking for good 15 to 20 minutes. There were no customers in 
there. It's early in the morning, she’d just opened up. Again, it's the day after Thanksgiving. There's not 
a whole lot of business, and she stated, “I have a customer, I'll call you back.” And that's the last she 
heard from her. 
 
NARRATION: 
WHAT HAPPENED AFTER SHARON HANGS UP THE PHONE IS THE CENTRAL MYSTERY OF THIS CASE. 
INVESTIGATORS LEARN THAT A CUSTOMER ENTERED THE DRY CLEANERS AROUND 8:40AM. HE FOUND 
THE SHOP EMPTY AND WAS GOING TO LEAVE A NOTE, BUT INSTEAD DECIDED TO INQUIRE AT THE 
HAIR SALON NEXT DOOR. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: He walked into the hair salon and he spoke with the employees and said, “Hey, 
do you guys happen to know where the lady is that works next door? Nobody's there.” So, the 
employees walked over to the dry cleaners, along with the customer, looking for Sharon, and when 
they went in there, they discovered Sharon's body in the bathroom of the dry cleaners.  
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: They freaked out because they didn't know if the offender was possibly this man who 
notified them. They immediately ran out. They ran into the beauty salon. They locked the door and 
there was a woman that was already there to get her hair done because she was getting married that 
morning. She immediately ran into the closet, and she used her cell phone to contact her father, and 
one of the most bizarre things in this whole case is that her father was a past lover of the victim. 
 
NARRATION: 
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DURING HER SECOND MARRIAGE, SHARON HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN A BRIEF AFFAIR WITH ANOTHER 
MAN. AFTER GETTING THE CALL FROM HIS DAUGHTER ABOUT SHARON'S BODY BEING FOUND, 
DETECTIVES LEARN THAT THE MAN RESPONDED IN A SURPRISING WAY. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: We were able to get his information, and we talked to him, and he said that, while 
she called and said, “There's a dead woman next door at the dry cleaners,” and she's in a closet, and he 
decides to go to Ace Hardware, which is about a block away from the crime scene, and get a repair kit 
to repair his glasses, and he never went over by his daughter. He went home and fixed his glasses. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: I don't know why he would react like that. There's so many things you can try to 
put together on why he did that, but it was checked out. He did actually go to the hardware store. It 
was on video. It was after the murder occurred that he went to the hardware store. So yeah, we don't 
exactly know why, why he did that. Obviously, it’s very interesting. 
 
NARRATION: 
THEN, DETECTIVES LEARN ANOTHER SUSPICIOUS DETAIL ABOUT THE FORMER LOVER. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: Sharon had mentioned to her husband that she saw this man drive by her house a 
couple of times, slowly. 
 
NARRATION: 
WHEN QUESTIONED, THE MAN CLAIMS IT WAS JUST COINCIDENCE. HE SAYS THAT ONE OF HIS 
DAUGHTERS WORKED AT A SCHOOL NEAR SHARON'S HOME, SO HE WAS OFTEN DRIVING IN THAT 
AREA. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: He did, however, have a large amount of guns at his residence. Those guns were 
looked at by the detectives at that time and none of them were found to be the weapon that killed 
Sharon. 
 
NARRATION: 
WITH NO EVIDENCE TYING THE MAN TO SHARON'S MURDER, DETECTIVES FOCUS ON OTHER 
SUSPECTS, INCLUDING SHARON'S CURRENT HUSBAND, CHARLES. WHILE CHARLES APPEARS TO BE A 
GRIEVING SPOUSE, DETECTIVES FIND IT SUSPICIOUS THAT HE ARRIVED AT THE CRIME SCENE AT ABOUT 
THE SAME TIME AS POLICE, EVEN THOUGH HE WAS NEVER NOTIFIED ABOUT THE MURDER. WAS THIS 
JUST COINCIDENCE?   
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: Later, when interviewing him about that day, he said he had stayed home that 
day because of a health disability due to hernia surgery. He took a shower and then watched a movie 
at 7am. It was a two-hour movie. It finished at 9am. He then realized that Sharon had not called him. 
She usually calls him at about 8am to wake him up, and then asks him to bring her coffee. So, he 
attempted to call Sharon twice, but got no answer. And at that time, he drove to the cleaners and saw 
the police. 
 
NARRATION: 
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WHEN THEY TRY TO CONFIRM CHARLES’ STORY, INVESTIGATORS DISCOVER SOME TROUBLING 
INCONSISTENCIES. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: He had stated he was watching some type of a movie, named what the movie was, 
but they could not find that in any television guide back then that showed that movie was playing. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: Based on phone records, he said he had called the cleaners a couple of times, 
but there was no records of those calls. But that could be because, they weren't connected. You know, 
she never answered. But yeah, she was dead at that time. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: We talked to her close friends. We talked to Nicole, her only daughter, and 
everybody thought that they had a great relationship. The only thing we had was one friend of 
Sharon's who jokingly said that, “If anybody was going to kill anybody, it'd be her killing him,” and just 
in jest, so we had no reason. Nobody suspected Charlie had any involvement. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: There's nothing in me that would ever think that he would ever do anything like that. 
He loved my mom. He was devastated without her. 
 
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVES DELVE INTO SHARON'S LIFE, LOOKING FOR ANY SECRETS THAT MAY HAVE LED TO HER 
MURDER. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: We looked into financials, obviously. They weren't rich, but they certainly weren't 
struggling. We had no knowledge of any vices at all. She was a social drinker. The gambling was very 
minimal. They weren't in debt. 
 
NARRATION: 
POLICE ALSO SET UP A ROADBLOCK ON THE STREET IN FRONT OF THE CLEANERS TO QUESTION 
MOTORISTS, HOPING THAT ONE OF THEM MIGHT HAVE PASSED BY THE BUSINESS THAT FRIDAY 
MORNING, AND PERHAPS SAW SOMETHING THAT COULD HELP THE INVESTIGATION. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: We had a couple of witnesses that identified her car, identified the owner of the 
beauty salons car, and then there was a blue, boxy-style, we believe to be something similar to a Chevy 
Celebrity back then, late 80s, that was described driving away from the scene, or parked in front for a 
short time. We had received leads later on with people that had a similar car. The person that gave the 
description of the car was not really a car person. And if, you know obviously, we didn't have any type 
of plate. 
 
NARRATION:  
A SECOND WITNESS PROVIDES A MORE DETAILED NEW CLUE.  
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: He saw a male subject walking out of the cleaners that morning, wearing a 
leather jacket and had dry cleaning clothes draped over his arm, which we found interesting given that 
there were some dry cleaning clothes missing from the cleaners that day. We theorized that perhaps, if 
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that was the suspect, perhaps he was using the dry cleaning clothes to hide the large gold purse that 
he removed. I think that he knew that it would be really strange to see a man walking out with a large 
gold purse. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE BLACK LEATHER JACKET TRIGGERS A CLOSER LOOK AT SHARON’S SECOND HUSBAND. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: The description they gave was very similar to her second husband, and when he was 
interviewed and came in on station, he had a unique black leather jacket. It was never positively 
identified, but that was something of interest because that second husband really had no alibi. He was 
not working that day and claimed that he was just driving around that day. 
 
NARRATION: 
AS POLICE EXHAUST THEIR LIST OF SUSPECTS, THEY IDENTIFY ANOTHER PERSON OF INTEREST WHO 
WAS RIGHT IN FRONT OF THEM THE DAY OF THE MURDER. WHEN SHARON’S BODY WAS FOUND, THE 
OWNER OF THE DRY CLEANERS WAS CALLED AND ARRIVED AT THE SHOP RIGHT AWAY, JUST AS 
DETECTIVES WERE PROCESSING THE SCENE.  
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: He assisted with determining what time phone calls were made, determining what 
time she punched in for the day, and determining how much money was missing out of the register. 
He, uh, was also able to tell us exactly who she spoke to at what store so that we can contact them and 
interview them. He was very cooperative. He was saddened and he was willing to do whatever he 
could to help us find the offender. 
 
NARRATION: 
BUT A PROMINENT MEMBER OF THE LANSING COMMUNITY LATER COMES FORWARD WITH A 
STRANGE TIP. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: So, he went up to my grandparents and said, “Have they ever solved your daughter's 
case?” And they said, “No.” And he said, “Well, have they ever investigated the owner of the dry 
cleaners? Because I think they need to investigate him.” 
 
NARRATION: 
ON TOP OF THAT RANDOM COMMENT, THE OWNER’S BEHAVIOR IN THE DAYS AND MONTHS AFTER 
THE MURDER STRIKES SHARON'S DAUGHTER, NICOLE, AS SUSPICIOUS. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: There were other things that went down that happened in that year after my mother's 
murder in the owner's life that just seemed really fishy. He did not have any security cameras in his 
stores, obviously, when this happened, otherwise, there would have been camera footage. She was 
alone, and he would not change his policy to have more than one worker at one time. So, then I just 
know he closed up shop and left town, then he filed for bankruptcy. Then, his wife filed for divorce. 
Then, it was rumored that he was addicted to pornography, and then he moved away from the area, 
which to me was just a whole lot of stuff to go down in a very short amount of time. Did not sit right. 
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MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: One thing new that we did learn is, upon relooking at this case, we interviewed 
one of the employees. I believe she was a manager at the time, of the cleaners, and she indicated that, 
around the time that Sharon was killed, the owner was asking her to fire Sharon, and then would keep 
changing his mind. So basically, she described it as, “Fire her, no don’t fire her. Fire her, no don’t fire 
her.” And she didn't know why. She thought that was bizarre. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: So, there was one instance where, after my mom had been killed, Charlie ran into this 
lady in the grocery store, and she had made some kind of comment about, “Yeah, well, Sharon, never 
did know how to keep her mouth shut.” So, I thought that was kind of an interesting little tidbit. 
 
NARRATION: 
INVESTIGATORS HEAR RUMORS THAT THE OWNER OF THE DRY CLEANERS WAS DISTRIBUTING 
PORNOGRAPHY OUT OF THE BUSINESS, A SECRET THAT SHARON HAD ALLEGEDLY LEARNED ABOUT. IT 
GIVES THE OWNER A MOTIVE, BUT THERE'S NO EVIDENCE TO PROVE IT ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 
DETECTIVE WEEDEN ALSO NOTES THAT THE OWNER DIDN'T FOLLOW UP WITH POLICE TO CHECK ON 
THE INVESTIGATION AS THE YEARS WENT BY. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: I think there's a large possibility that something illegal could have been going on out of 
the dry cleaners, and that she had found out about it, and that it was something really bad that 
bothered her a lot. And I feel like she could have possibly said something to someone else to, uh, have 
tipped off that she knew something. I don't know. I mean, I wish she just would have quit, but that 
wasn't the case. 
 
NARRATION: 
THROUGHOUT THE INVESTIGATION, THERE'S BEEN ONE CLUE THAT DETECTIVES HAVE HELD BACK 
FROM THE PUBLIC. IT’S WHAT THEY CALL “GUILTY KNOWLEDGE” — SOMETHING ONLY THE KILLER 
WOULD KNOW — AND IT COULD BE USED TO CONFIRM HIS GUILT. BUT NOW, 23 YEARS LATER, 
DETECTIVE WEEDEN IS READY TO REVEAL THE EXACT NATURE OF THAT CLUE, IN THE HOPE THAT IT 
COULD UNLOCK THE MYSTERY OF SHARON'S MURDER. THE CLUE IS A DRY-CLEANING TICKET WAS 
FOUND STRATEGICALLY PLACED AT THE SCENE. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: One part of this case that has intrigued all the detectives, there was a ticket that 
Sharon had written, who we believe was the person that murdered her, or at least was the name that 
that person gave, and that name was Nick Charles. And we certainly looked into every Nick Charles 
that we could possibly look into, and this bizarre coincidence that her daughter's name is Nicole, and 
her husband's name is Charles. We didn't know if that had anything to do with anything, and we held 
that pretty tight because that is a piece of evidence that really only the actual murderer would know 
about. But because there's been so much time going by, we would like to release that at this point. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: And it was kind of interesting, the positioning of this receipt, because it was 
partially off of the counter, almost like it was to draw your attention to it. Like half of the receipt was 
sticking, like, in the air off the counter. And I believe it indicated that Nick Charles was submitting one 
jacket to the dry cleaners. So, there was an exhaustive search for Nick Charles. It did not come up with 
anything. It could be an alias. There’s a famous character by the name of Nick Charles from a book 
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series, so it can be a fan of that character. But the transaction was never completed. There was not a 
Nick Charles in the system anywhere, so we don't know exactly who Nick Charles is. We don't know if 
the killer said that's his name, or what. We didn't even know definitively if Sharon wrote that herself. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: It is believed to be Sharon's handwriting. A handwriting expert did look at it and 
couldn't confirm absolutely. Sharon did write in cursive most of the time and part of it is in cursive, but 
not all of it. It was incomplete, according to the owner of the dry cleaners. She hadn't put the rest of 
the information, but we certainly don't know if that's the point, maybe, a weapon was pulled out or 
she was pushed to the back or something like that. So, we do believe it was Sharon's handwriting, but 
it's not absolutely certain. 
 
NARRATION: 
COULD THE KILLER BE TOYING WITH INVESTIGATORS BY LEAVING THIS STRANGE CLUE BEHIND? NO 
ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO IDENTIFY NICK CHARLES, OR FIGURE OUT WHY AND HOW THE NAME GOT ON 
THE LAUNDRY TICKET. BUT POLICE ARE HOPING NOW, WITH THE PUBLIC'S HELP, IT MIGHT SPUR A 
NEW AVENUE OF LEADS IN THE CASE. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: A lot of our homicides that I've worked, we can identify a suspect pretty soon and 
there's only one suspect, or one person of interest. This case is different because we've got four or five 
persons of interest. We definitely believe that she didn't know who the person was that killed her, but 
that doesn't rule out the fact that it was somebody hired by somebody she knows. 
 
NARRATION: 
WAS SHARON’S MURDER THE RANDOM ACT OF A STRANGER, OR A CAREFULLY PLANNED HIT BY 
SOMEONE CLOSE TO HER? EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE CASE HAS THEIR OWN THEORY ABOUT WHO 
TOOK SHARON’S LIFE. 
 
NICOLE MILLER: I believe that it wasn't a robbery. It was made to look like a robbery, but they didn't do 
a very good job of that. And I believe she was watched for weeks for someone to know that she would 
be there by herself very early in the morning, and I believe that she was killed. I believe it was a hit. 
 
CHUCK WEEDEN: The biggest person of interest in this would be the man that she had an affair with for 
many years. With his daughter being next door and her wedding being that day, he would have had an 
excuse to be in the area. She's in the closet calling him on her cell phone and he doesn't bother to even 
stop by. He goes to get his glasses repaired, to get a repair kit for his glasses. IT just seemed like he had 
something to hide. She was shot with a .25 automatic and this man had owned at least two .25 
automatics. He was cooperative with everything, but he just seemed like a, a very strange person that, 
to me, is the biggest person of interest. 
 
MICHAEL RODRIGUEZ: Somebody knows something, you know. Somebody said something to someone, 
or someone knows about a relationship that maybe Sharon had with someone that may not have come 
forward. Somebody just needs to call the police department and just share that little bit of information 
that could lead us in the right direction. We have a little bit to work with. I think if we added just a little 
bit more, this could be solved. 
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NARRATION: 
TWENTY-THREE YEARS LATER, NICOLE COMFORTS HERSELF WITH MEMORIES OF HER MOTHER, AND 
STILL HOPES THE MYSTERY WILL BE SOLVED.   
 
NICOLE MILLER: We had just been together the day before. It was Thanksgiving. We had a small family 
gathering at my husband's parents’ house with his parents, my parents, and one set of grandparents 
from each side. We had a really great day. It was one of the best Thanksgivings I've ever had. We 
laughed and ate and just had a really good time. I actually had fallen asleep on the couch and didn't 
really fully wake up to say goodbye when they had left, not knowing that that would be the last time 
that I would ever see my mom alive. I would love for justice to be served, and whoever was responsible 
for this to be caught. I feel so strongly that someone was paid to kill her that I'm more focused on 
finding the person that paid to have this done, and maybe not so much even the person that pulled the 
trigger. But somebody knows something and they just haven't come forward and said anything. 
 
NARRATION: 
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE MURDER OF SHARON MILLER, CALL THE LANSING POLICE 
DEPARTMENT AT 708-895-7150 OR SUBMIT A TIP AT UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES... 
 
HILDA EDGERTON: Mia ran in the room and startled me. “Mama, I'm scared. Somebody's knocking on 
the window.” And I say, “Did you see your daddy?” She said, “No, Mama, something's wrong. Daddy’s 
not in there.” So, I went to the door and I was like, “Who is it?” One of the detectives broke that news. 
Stephon was dead. And then they added murder, shot, and all of that just closed in on me and all I 
could do was just call on Jesus. 

 
— 
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Publicity by Moira Curran, Josefina Francis, and Hillary Schupf. 
 
The original theme music was composed by Gary Malkin and Michael Boyd. 
 
Thanks for listening to Episode 62 of Unsolved Mysteries. 
 


