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PAUL PARIZEK: It was just total straight radio silence from Beth, from the early morning, 
December 22nd on — except for one person, her fiancé, who claims that he talked to her by 
phone and saw her face to face. Other than that, nobody. That really brought a great amount of 
concern to us. You start to become incredibly concerned that something horrible has 
happened. 
 
NARRATION: 
IT’S DECEMBER 22ND, JUST A FEW DAYS BEFORE CHRISTMAS IN DES MOINES, IOWA. TEN-YEAR-
OLD SHANDA AND HER THREE-YEAR-OLD BROTHER, JONATHAN, ARE GIDDY WITH EXCITEMENT 
ABOUT THE UPCOMING HOLIDAY. THEIR MOTHER, 31-YEAR-OLD BETH ANN RICKETTS LOVES TO 
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS AND ALWAYS TRIES TO MAKE IT SPECIAL FOR THE FAMILY. SHE WOULD 
NEVER MISS SUCH AN IMPORTANT DAY. BUT THREE DAYS LATER, WHEN CHRISTMAS FINALLY 
ARRIVES, BETH ANN HAS VANISHED AND HER CHILDREN ARE DESPERATE FOR HER TO RETURN.  
 
I’M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “MISSING FOR CHRISTMAS.” 
 
DECEMBER 22ND, 1997 IS A COLD AND QUIET MORNING AT THE DES MOINES, IOWA HOME OF 
BETH ANN RICKETTS AND HER TWO CHILDREN, SHANDA AND JONATHAN. SHONDA KNOWS HER 
MOTHER ISN’T HOME BECAUSE SHE SAW HER LEAVE EARLIER — SO SHE’S SURPRISED WHEN 
ABOUT 10:00am, HER MOTHER’S BOYFRIEND, BILL, COMES INTO THE HOUSE.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: I'm making a bowl of frosted flakes. I'm sitting there eating it and all of a 
sudden, the door opens. So it’s Bill and he's like, “Hey, I need you and Jonathan to get ready. 
We're going to Gina's house because, you know, my mom slipped on the ice and I gotta take 
her to the hospital.” And I was like, “What?” And he comes over to me and he's like, “Get this 
stuff ready now.” And I just remember being like, “Oh my God, I'm really scared. Okay.” I go and 
I wake up my brother, and get him dressed, and Bill is frantic. He's up and down the stairs, up 
and down the stairs, up and down stairs, outside, back and forth, back and forth. And he's like, 
“Hurry up, hurry up.” And I'm just like, “I'm hurrying!” 
 
NARRATION:  
SHANDA AND JONATHAN ARE TERRIFIED AS THEY CLIMB INTO BILL’S CAR. THEIR MOTHER HAS 
NEVER ALLOWED THEM TO RIDE WITH ANYONE BUT HER, AND THE TWO CHILDREN HAVE 
NEVER BEEN ALONE WITH BILL. 
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: I just remember looking at my brother and my little brother is just deer in 
the headlights, sitting in the back seat, just like, “What is going on?” You could tell, he was just 
so scared. He was stiff. And I'm like, “Okay, he's scared. I'm scared.” This isn't normal.  
 
NARRATION:  



 

SHANDA’S RELIEVED TO FIND OUT THAT BILL IS TAKING THEM TO THE HOME OF PAUL AND 
GINA CHRISTIAN. GINA IS BETH’S CLOSEST FRIEND, AND THE FAMILIES SPEND A LOT OF TIME 
TOGETHER. 
 
GINA HILL: Bill called on the morning of the December 22nd, and he was very frantic and loud. 
“Isn't Beth supposed to come out there today to cut your hair?” And I'm like, “Yes, we're gonna 
have our Christmas later.” And he's like, “I have a family emergency, and can you take the 
kids?” And I'm like, “Sure, bring the kids out to me.” And when they got there, Lashanda pretty 
much ran to me and she just grabbed me and she was scared. And, I was asking, “What is going 
on?” and Lashanda was telling me she was scared. Something's not right.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: I start bawling. I just can't stop crying, and I'm just losing my stuff and 
she's just like, “Hey, calm down. It's okay. You’re safe now.” 
 
GINA HILL: I calmed them down. I fed them. We just did, you know, silly family stuff that we do. 
 
NARRATION: 
BETH, WHO’S A HAIRSTYLIST, IS SUPPOSED TO BE AT GINA’S HOUSE AT 6:30 TO CUT GINA’S 
HAIR. BUT DINNER TIMES COMES AND GOES, AND BETH NEVER SHOWS UP OR CALLS. 
 
GINA HILL: I tried to call anybody and everybody that I could think of. “Hey, have you heard 
from Beth? No? Okay.” And as the evening wore on and it got dark — and in Iowa, it is so cold 
— so then you've got cold, dark, scary. No word, which is completely unlike Beth. I started 
getting really, really worried, but I tried not to let the kids know how worried I was because I 
was trying to keep them calm. Lashanda was already worried enough. 
 
NARRATION:  
NO ONE KNOWS BETH BETTER THAN GINA. THEY MET IN 1992 WHEN THEY WERE BOTH LIVING 
IN MIDWEST CITY, OKLAHOMA, AND THE TWO HIT IT OFF IMMEDIATELY.  
 
GINA HILL: She was contagious, always bright, bright, bright smile. Very upbeat, very funny, 
very smart. The hugest heart, and she didn't even know a stranger. Trust me. And everybody 
loved her. She was one of those people that, you know, she walked into a room and she lit up 
the room just with her smile and her personality. She was great. Beth Ann was an amazing 
mom. Amazing. Her kids were first. She loved them unconditionally. They were her first 
thought. 
 
NARRATION:  
BETH MARRIED YOUNG AND HAD SHANDA RIGHT AWAY. THAT MARRIAGE DIDN’T WORK OUT, 
BUT THEN A FEW YEARS LATER, SHE MET A LONG-HAUL TRUCKER NAMED KEN RICKETTS AND IT 
WAS LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT. THEY GOT MARRIED AND SOON JONATHAN WAS BORN. WHEN HE 
WAS SIX MONTHS OLD THE FAMILY MOVED TO DES MOINES WHERE A NEW FIRESTONE TIRE 
PLANT WAS HIRING WORKERS AND BOTH BETH AND KEN GOT JOBS THERE. BETHS’S BEST 
FRIEND, GINA, FOLLOWED A FEW MONTHS LATER. FOR A SHORT TIME, THEIR LIFE IN IOWA 



 

WAS GOOD. BUT AFTER A FEW YEARS BETH AND KEN’S MARRIAGE FELL APART BECAUSE OF 
KEN’S GROWING ADDICTION TO DRUGS.  
 
GINA HILL: Ken had a temper, especially when he was doing drugs and that was a problem for 
him. He was trying to get clean. I will say that, but it wasn't going well, but she was always the 
optimist that, “Okay, I'm gonna help him.” You know, she's everybody's cheerleader. 
 
NARRATION:  
EVEN AFTER THEY SEPARATED, BETH AND KEN STILL MAINTAINED A FRIENDLY RELATIONSHIP. 
KEN REGULARLY SAW THE KIDS AND THEY BOTH CONTINUED TO WORK AT THE FIRESTONE 
PLANT. AND THAT’S WHERE BETH MEETS BILL, WHO’S 15 YEARS HER SENIOR. IT’S A CLASSIC 
CASE OF “OPPOSITES ATTRACT.” BETH IS BUBBLY AND VIVACIOUS AND BILL IS SERIOUS AND 
RESERVED. AS THEY BEGIN TO DATE, SHANDA NOTICES A CHANGE IN HER MOTHER’S 
BEHAVIOR.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: Bill shows up and the whole, like, demeanor changes and, like, the whole 
atmosphere kind of changed from, like, this happy giddy mood to just very serious and stoic.  
I just found it so strange because my mom loves to go out dancing. You know, she loved going 
dancing. So then now you're going from that type of, like, being able to have that freedom and 
go have fun and laugh and dance and be with your friends to, we are never leaving the house. 
You stay home the entire time. He brings over dinner. You don't even go out to eat, and you 
just sit here and watch movies at the house.  
 
GINA HILL: I had told her, “We've gotta figure out what's going on with this guy. Something is 
not right. I mean, this isn't right. Why is he not taking you out? Why is he not introducing you to 
friends? I mean, two years, why haven't you met any family? Why haven't you met anybody?” 
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: She was just kind of, like, under his spell, you know? And, eventually, their 
personalities are gonna clash. 
 
NARRATION: 
AFTER TWO YEARS, BILL ASKS BETH TO MARRY HIM AND THEY BECOME ENGAGED. BUT BY 
DECEMBER 1997, THEIR RELATIONSHIP HAS BECOMED STRAINED AND THEIR ISSUES COME TO 
A HEAD ON DECEMBER 21st, THE NIGHT BEFORE BETH GOES MISSING.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: I just remember my brother and I were kind of being annoying, like siblings 
do. And I got sent to my room, and I stomped up the stairs and I told her I hated her. And I 
stayed in my room for the rest of the night and that's the last conversation that I ever had with 
her. And I didn't mean it. I was just a little punk kid, but I can't believe I said that, you know? 
The next morning, you know, I wake up and I see my mom in the bathroom getting ready, and I 
wanted to go tell her I was sorry. You know, I wanted to tell her I loved her and I wanted to go 
talk to her and Bill would not let me talk to her. He was like, “No, you need to go back to bed. 
It's way too early for you to be up. It's 5:30 in the morning. You need to go lay down.” He comes 
back in the room with this little alarm clock and he's like, “You can't get out of bed until 9:30. 



 

But I was just so upset that he wouldn't even let me tell her that I was sorry, or like, I love her or 
any of that. 
 
NARRATION:  
ABOUT AN HOUR LATER, BETH AND BILL ARE IN THE ENTRYWAY PREPARING TO LEAVE FOR THE 
DAY, WHEN A DEFIANT SHANDA SNEAKS DOWN THE STAIRS.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: I am in the hallway listening to their conversation and they're about to go 
eat at Perkins, like a breakfast place. And I hear them kiss and then they walk out and they take 
separate cars. So, he pulled out of the driveway first and then she pulled out of the driveway, 
goes to the stop sign, and then that's the last time I ever saw her my whole life. 
 
NARRATION:  
IT’S LATER THAT MORNING THAT BILL RETURNS TO BETH’S HOME AND TAKES SHANDA AND 
JONATHAN TO GINA’S HOUSE WHERE THEY WAIT ALL DAY AND NIGHT FOR BETH TO SHOW UP.  
 
GINA HILL: I get everybody tucked in and calmed down and I call the police and tried to report 
Beth as missing. I tried to explain to them, “She would never leave her children. Ever. She 
would have at least called me and said she was running late. Besides that, she had already 
planned all these things, that giant, giant Christmas and for her... no. No, she would've never 
done that to her children. Never.” But the police won't hear it because they said that, you 
know, “She's a grown adult. We have to wait 48 hours before we can even think of doing 
something like that.” 
 
NARRATION: 
WHAT GINA DOESN’T KNOW YET IS THAT, ON DECEMBER 22ND, ABOUT EIGHT HOURS AFTER 
BETH WAS LAST SEEN DRIVING AWAY, THE DES MOINES FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONDED TO A 
REPORT OF A HOUSE FIRE AT BETH’S HOME.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: It seemed to be contained to the bedroom that was Beth Ann's bedroom. 
 
NARRATION:  
PAUL PARIZEK IS A SERGEANT WITH THE DES MOINES, IOWA POLICE DEPARTMENT.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: The actual cause and the source of the fire was never really to be determined. It 
was undetermined origin. When you look at the photographs, it's very difficult to tell. You can 
see that we're what was burned, burned intensely, but it's difficult to see from those 
photographs where it actually started. 
 
NARRATION:  
THE NEXT MORNING, WHEN A LOCAL TV STATION BROADCASTS A STORY ABOUT THE FIRE AT 
BETH’S HOME, GINA TRIES, ONCE AGAIN, TO GET LAW ENFORCEMENT INVOLVED.  
SHANDA MARTINEZ: Our duplex showed up on the news and that's when Gina was like, “You 
know what? I'm calling the cops.” She calls them and says, “Hey, their house was just on the 



 

news burning down, so can I go ahead and make a police report? Cause the mother has not 
contacted us.” 
 
NARRATION: 
A MISSING PERSONS CASE IS FINALLY OPENED AND BETH’S HUSBAND KEN IS THE FIRST PERSON 
THAT POLICE WANT TO TALK TO. THEY KNOW HE WAS AT BETH’S HOUSE THE DAY OF HER 
DISAPPEARANCE BECAUSE FIREFIGHTERS DISCOVERED AN ANGRY NOTE HE LEFT HANGING ON 
HER FRONT DOOR. HE WAS UPSET BECAUSE NO ONE WAS HOME WHEN HE CAME BY TO TAKE 
THE KIDS TO A FRIEND’S BIRTHDAY PARTY.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: Once we made contact with, with the ex-husband, it, it became pretty obvious 
to us that he was not involved. He seemed very genuine in his concern. His behaviors didn't 
indicate to us at all that he had any knowledge about what had happened.  
 
NARRATION: 
BY MIDDAY ON CHRISTMAS EVE, BETH IS STILL MISSING AND GINA FEELS THAT NOT ENOUGH IS 
BEING DONE TO FIND HER. SO SHE CALLS LOCAL TV REPORTERS AND BEGS THEM TO SPREAD 
THE WORD ABOUT HER FRIEND’S DISAPPEARANCE AND THE MYSTERIOUS FIRE. 
 
GINA HILL: So that night all four TV stations in Des Moines, Iowa had a story on this missing 
mother and after the first, you know, the early edition of the news hit, I get a call from a 
detective.  
 
NARRATION: 
THE DETECTIVE TELLS GINA THAT THE DES MOINES POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED AN 
ANGRY CALL FROM BETH’S FIANCE, BILL.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: He's very upset that she's been reported missing and he said she's not missing. 
She's very mad. She's called me. She's called me a bunch of names. She cussed me out. She 
doesn't know why we're doing this to her. And, the detective who took that call at that time 
actually cancelled out the case and indicated that she was not missing.  
 
NARRATION: 
BILL TOLD THE DETECTIVE THAT BETH JUST WANTED TO GO AWAY AND BE BY HERSELF FOR A 
WHILE TO “WORK SOME THINGS OUT.” AND HE CLAIMED TO BE IN TOUCH WITH HER. 
 
GINA HILL: They closed the case. They said, “Oh, she's fine.” I kept trying to tell them, “No, she 
is missing. This is not right.” And that's why I was so frustrated cuz I did not feel like anybody 
was listening to me, and I knew for a fact that something was terribly wrong. 
 
NARRATION: 
GINA IS CONVINCED THAT BETH HAS MET WITH FOUL PLAY BECAUSE SHE KNOWS THINGS 
ABOUT BETH AND BILL’S RELATIONSHIP THAT NO ONE ELSE KNOWS.  
 



 

GINA HILL: She had this conversation with me, this long conversation, about how she was 
scared of Bill. One of the people at the factory came and told her that he was on probation. She 
didn't know about this at all. And when she confronted him with it, come to find out, he had 
been on federal probation for trying to rob a bank. 
 
NARRATION: 
GINA IS SUSPICIOUS THAT BETH’S DISAPPEARANCE COULD BE FINANCIALLY MOTIVATED 
BECAUSE BETH HAD RECENTLY COME INTO A LARGE AMOUNT OF MONEY AS THE RESULT OF A 
WORKPLACE INJURY SETTLEMENT. 
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: My mom got hurt at work and went to the doctor and the doctor wrote a 
note and was like, “Don't lift over 10 pounds for right now and let it heal, and we we'll check 
back on you, and then we'll let you know.” She gives the note to her supervisor and the 
supervisor was like, “I don't know what to tell you. We're shorthanded. You have to go here.” 
So, she goes in there, they're doing their jobs, and all of a sudden, a chain had broke. The tire 
fell off of the assembly line and rolled on top of her body.  
 
NARRATION:  
THE FINANCIAL SETTLEMENT THAT BETH RECEIVED GAVE HER ENOUGH MONEY TO UPGRADE 
HER FAMILY’S LIFESTYLE.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: She was excited to just change our lives. And she was ready to be like, 
“Okay, we're gonna have a really good life and we're actually gonna be able to do stuff, and 
we're gonna be able to go on vacations.” And she was like, “We're gonna find a place to live. 
We're gonna find a house.” She was just so excited about being able to do that. I had never 
really seen my mom like that. So, I just remember looking at her and being like, “Wow, she's 
just really, really happy person. “ 
  
GINA HILL: She had talked trying to take that money and do a salon again. She was so excited 
about moving forward in life and giving her kids this giant Christmas that she hadn't been able 
to do in years. 
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: She was Christmas shopping left and right, buying all this stuff. And I just 
remember she went downstairs one day and she said, “You guys are gonna love Christmas. 
You're gonna be so happy. You're just gonna, it's gonna be amazing, you’re just gonna love 
Christmas.” 
 
NARRATION: 
BILL HOWEVER HAD DIFFERENT PLANS FOR HOW BETH SHOULD SPEND HER SETTLELMENT 
MONEY.  
 
GINA HILL: He tried to get her to get, like, a joint bank account, and he kept pushing and 
pushing. “Well, if we're gonna be a team, you know, I need to be on her new car,” and she 



 

didn't feel comfortable with that. And, that's when he decided he was gonna marry her and he 
loved her.  
  
NARRATION:  
AGAINST HER BETTER JUDGEMENT, BETH AGREES TO PUT BILL’S NAME ON HER NEW CAR. BUT 
THEN BETH DISCOVERS THAT, BESIDES HER FIANCE’S ARREST FOR BANK ROBBERY, BILL HAS 
ANOTHER SHOCKING SKELETON HIDDEN IN HIS CLOSET.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: She finds out he was married. He had an entire relationship with someone 
else. He was living a double life. She was seriously, like, heartbroken over that. She was just like, 
you know, “I'm done with this. I don't wanna be with this person anymore.” 
 
GINA HILL: When she disappeared she was in the middle of trying to get rid of him. And she told 
me, “If anything happens to me, you need to look at him real close. You need to know, I don't 
trust him. I'm scared of him.” 
 
NARRATION:  
GINA TELLS POLICE ABOUT BETH’S ROCKY RELATIONSHIP WITH BILL, ARGUING THAT BETH IS 
NOT FINE, DESPITE WHAT BILL IS SAYING. SHE TELLS THEM ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT MONEY 
THAT BETH KEPT IN A CASH BOX IN HER BEDROOM — THE ONLY ROOM THAT CAUGHT FIRE THE 
DAY SHE DISAPPEARED. AND WHY HAS NO ONE SEEN BETH FOR DAYS? WHY HASN’T SHE 
CONTACTED ANYONE, ESPECIALLY HER CHILDREN? POLICE FINALLY AGREE THAT THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE SUSPICIOUS AND REOPEN BETH’S CASE AS A POSSIBLE HOMICIDE. AND 
THEY FOCUS ON BILL AS A PERSON OF INTEREST.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: Once we ruled out the ex-husband, you start looking at the fiancé. When you 
start looking at some of his behaviors that really raised the red flags. The calling in and saying 
that she contacted him and she was mad about being a missing person. She didn't get a hold of 
us and it just got even worse as it went on. Over a period of six or seven days, and this is after 
that she has gone missing, he reports to us that he saw her. He said that he had physical 
contact with her. Either, he couldn't remember if it was December 30th or December 31st, and 
that she was kind of gathering her thoughts and trying to figure out what she was going to do. 
And he said that he was not surprised to see that Beth was gone for days, but he was only 
surprised that she didn't take the kids with her. But he offered us no guidance, suggestion, or 
help and where we could go and confirm that she was okay. And he could offer up no 
explanation as to why she wouldn't contact anyone and why he was the only person who had 
seen her. Also, another red flag, in early January, he had taken both his car and the car that 
Beth Ann was last seen driving, and taken them to a car dealership, traded both of them in and 
got a new car. There's a couple questions that come to your mind right away. Why did you 
trade in both your cars? And if Beth is okay and she's moving around, how is she getting 
around?  
 
NARRATION: 



 

WITHIN A FEW DAYS, POLICE FIND BETH’S CAR AT THE DEALERSHIP THAT BOUGHT IT FROM 
BILL.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: We impounded it, we examined it for evidence. But at that time, the car had 
been detailed and prepped for sale. So, it had been shampooed and vacuumed and polished. 
There was nothing of any significant evidentiary value. 
 
NARRATION:  
POLICE HAVE MANY QUESTIONS FOR BILL AND THEY INVITE HIM DOWN TO THE STATION FOR A 
FORMAL INTERVIEW.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: There was one point where he said that he was gonna come in and he didn't 
show up. There was some follow up done with his probation officer who also indicated to us 
that the fiancé had no intention of showing up. And then, that's when the, we lose contact with 
him. As time went on and new cases come in and he slips, you know, from the limelight here in 
Des Moines, he was able to avoid ever going face to face with us. That looks like the behavior of 
someone who's trying to hide something, as does a fire in a home. 
  
NARRATION:  
DESPITE ALL THE SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES, THERE’S NOT ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO FILE 
CHARGES AGAINST BILL. AND THERE ARE ONLY THEORIES ABOUT WHY HE MIGHT HAVE 
WANTED TO HARM BETH.  
 
PAUL PARIZEK: Motive is one thing that is often very difficult to identify. There's a couple 
different theories here. One was that it was about the money. Another theory is that Beth had 
become savvy to the fact that there were other women in his life. That is a potential motive 
also to silence her. 
 
NARRATION:  
WITH BETH STILL MISSING, RELUCTANTLY, GINA AND PAUL TURNED SHONDA AND JONATHAN 
OVER TO KEN RICKETTS ON CHRISTMAS DAY. THEN, BECAUSE HE WAS UNABLE TO CARE FOR 
THE KIDS, THEY WERE SENT TO LIVE WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF KEN’S FAMILY WHICH ADDED 
MORE MISERY TO AN ALREADY TRAGIC SITUATION.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: The people that we ended up having to be with down here in Oklahoma, 
you know, would make cruel remarks. Like, “Your mom's not missing, she drove to a lake and 
stabbed herself to get away from you.” Like, you know, just awful, awful things. And so, for the 
longest time, I was just like, this is all my fault. I drove my mom away. It was, um, yeah. I 
thought she was still alive for a long time. I really thought she was just taking a break and she 
would just drive down the driveway one day and come get us. And I wouldn't even be mad at 
her. I'd forgive her and move on and I would just be happy that she's back. And I think I held up 
that hope for about five years after her disappearance. I think after the fifth year I was just 
done. 
 



 

NARRATION:  
ALMOST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS LATER, BETH’S DISAPPEARANCE REMAINS AN OPEN 
INVESTIGATION AND DETECTIVES ARE STILL HOPEFUL THEY CAN BRING THIS CASE TO A CLOSE. 
 
PAUL PARIZEK: At this point, we don't believe that she's alive. What we wanna do is put the 
effort in to seeing what we can do to find Beth’s body. I was just speaking to our cadaver dog 
folks that helped us out on another case and I learned that their dogs can smell bones that are 
300 years old. So, we've got a lot of resources that are available to us once we figure out where 
we wanna start looking. We also want to go and we want to find people who were there then, 
people who knew Beth then who think they maybe have some information or they might know 
something, or maybe they saw something, or maybe they've thought about this for years and 
didn't think it was something, we want them to reach out to us.  
 
NARRATION:  
FOR SHANDA AND JONATHAN, LOSING THEIR MOTHER DURING WHAT WAS ALWAYS THE 
HAPPIEST TIME OF THE YEAR FOR THE FAMILY, HAS HAD A LIFELONG IMPACT ON THEIR 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS.  
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: I hated Christmas. I hated it so much. But I had to get over that because I 
have a baby. And so, I just kind of take a page out of my mom's book and I've made Christmas 
as special as I possibly can. And you know, my little kid actually loves Christmas. He freaking 
loves Christmas. He's restored Christmas. Yeah. My little boy has restored Christmas. 
 
GINA HILL: Every December 22nd, I will buy a big white candle every year. And I light it every 
year, because I'm never gonna give up looking for her. Even if it’s just to put her to rest. I just 
wanna find her, so we can get some kind of closure because, come December, it will be 25 
years ago that she disappeared and somebody knows something. 
 
SHANDA MARTINEZ: Last week at church, they were talking about forgiveness and I cried the 
whole sermon. No one will ever understand what it's like to pray over the person that killed 
your parent. You pray over their protection. So that one day you could sit in a courtroom and 
see justice served. So, you have to pray for them to be safe so that you can someday sit there 
and hear justice for your parent that was taken from you, because that’s what needs to 
happen. And it's not fair. Life's not fair. I get that. But it's time to get justice for what they've 
done so that we can have peace, so that we move on. 
 
NARRATION: 
BETH ANN RICKETTS DISAPPEARED IN DES MOINES IOWA ON DECEMBER 22ND, 1997. IF YOU 
HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THIS CASE, PLEASE CONTACT THE CRIMESTOPPERS OF 
CENTRAL IOWA AT 515-223-1400, LEAVE A TIP ON THEIR WEBSITE, 
WWW.CRIMESTOPPERSOFCENTRALIOWA.COM OR SUBMIT A TIP AT UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: 
 



 

BOB CRANMER: Imagination is one thing, but you can't imagine things moving in the air across 
the room. You can't imagine things being broken right in front of you. It's one thing to say 
imagination, if it's just one person, but when you have 40, 50, 60 people who all have had 
experiences, it's hard to say imagination at that point. 
 

— 
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