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OPERATOR: Carteret County 911, what’s the address of your emergency? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: Um, we, uh, we lost our friend. We don't know where he has gone and we’re 
kind of worried that something happened to him. 
 
OPERATOR: How long has he been missing? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: Um, since we woke up. 
 
OPERATOR: Where’s the last spot you saw him at? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: We all went to bed last night and when we woke up, he was not here and we've 
been looking for him all day. 
 
NARRATION:  
ON SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 23, 2020, CARTERET COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES RECEIVES A 
911 CALL FROM SOUTH CORE BANKS, A TINY, SANDY, SPIT-OF-AN-ISLAND OFF THE COAST OF 
NORTH CAROLINA. THE CALLER IS ONE OF A GROUP OF ARMY PARATROOPERS FROM FORT 
BRAGG THAT CHOSE THIS GRAY, WET, AND COLD MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND TO GO CAMPING, 
AND NOW, ONE OF THEIR COMPANIONS IS MISSING. THERE’S NO SIGN OF THE MISSING 
SOLDIER UNTIL SIX DAYS LATER — WHEN HIS SEVERED HEAD WASHES ASHORE. 
  
I’M STEVE FRENCH AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “MURDER IN THE MILITARY.” 
 
IN MAY 2020, TWENTY-ONE-YEAR-OLD ENRIQUE ROMAN-MARTINEZ IS ONE OF MORE THAN 
50,000 SOLDIERS STATIONED AT FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA. HE’S BEEN A PARATROOPER 
FOR NEARLY FOUR YEARS AND IS SCHEDULED TO BE DISCHARGED FROM THE ARMY IN JUST A 
FEW MONTHS. THE UNASSUMING ENRIQUE IS THE YOUNGEST OF THREE CHILDREN FROM A 
CLOSE-KNIT FAMILY THAT LIVES IN CHINO, CALIFORNIA. ENRIQUE IS LOOKING FORWARD TO 
BEING REUNITED WITH HIS LOVED ONES AND IN PARTICULAR, HIS OLDER SISTER, GRISELDA. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: We were very close. We always hung out together. I was definitely the 
nagging older sister. I always made sure to take care of him. I mean, he didn't always like it, but 
it's what it was. My brother had a heart of gold. He wasn't an angry or violent person. He wasn't 
aggressive. He would take his shirt off his back for his friends, and he was incredibly generous, 



 

incredibly noble, noble to a fault. And just, whenever he did any kind of work, he always 
wanted to give his 110%. Whatever he needed to do to complete the task, he would do it. He 
was definitely a rule follower, for sure. 
 
NARRATION: 
ENRIQUE WAS DRAWN TO THE MILITARY RIGHT OUT OF HIGH SCHOOL, NOT ONLY FOR THE 
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES BUT ALSO FOR THE FINANCIAL BENEFITS A FOUR-YEAR 
COMMITMENT TO THE MILITARY WOULD MEAN FOR HIS FAMILY.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: The biggest reason why my brother went to the Army was for an 
opportunity, to have a stable paycheck, to be able to send money back home and to be able to 
go to college. And he thought it would be cool to jump out of planes for a living, and he enjoyed 
it. But me and my mother, we didn't want him to go. We were adamant about not wanting him 
to go. His type of character, who he was. He was too kind. He was too nice, and we were really 
worried about him getting killed. 
 
NARRATION: 
ENRIQUE’S DREAM WAS TO SERVE OVERSEAS AND HE WENT THROUGH INTENSIVE 
PARATROOPER TRAINING WITH THE “FIGHTING FALCONS” BRIGADE OF THE ARMY’S 82ND 
AIRBORNE. BUT AFTER THREE YEARS, HE BEGAN TO SUFFER FROM “COMPARTMENT 
SYNDROME,” A PAINFUL CONDITION SOME PARATROOPERS EXPERIENCE WHEN MULTIPLE 
JUMPS FROM AIRPLANES CAUSE THE MUSCLES IN THEIR LEGS TO SWELL, CHOKING OFF BLOOD 
FLOW. ENRIQUE HAD SIGNED ON FOR FOUR YEARS IN THE MILITARY, BUT BECAUSE OF HIS 
DISABILITY HE WAS RECEIVING AN HONORABLE DISCHARGE THREE MONTHS BEFORE HIS 
ENLISTMENT WAS UP. ENRIQUE’S PLAN WAS TO GET BACK TO HIS HOMETOWN OF CHINO AND 
EARN A DEGREE IN PHARMACOLOGY.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: He really couldn't run anymore. He couldn't walk long distances. He just, 
he couldn't do the physical part of his job, so they were discharging him.  
 
NARRATION: 
ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 20th, 2020, TWO DAYS BEFORE THE MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY 
WEEKEND, ENRIQUE CALLS HIS SISTER, GRISELDA. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: My brother was so excited because my brother had three months left to 
be in the Army. And our conversation was, “Hey, you're gonna move in with me. Don't worry 
about getting a job right away. We'll figure out schooling as soon as you get here.” That was the 
last time I spoke to him.  



 

 
NARRATION: 
DURING THE PHONE CALL WITH HIS SISTER, ENRIQUE MENTIONS HE’S PLANNING TO STAY ON 
BASE FOR THE WEEKEND, EITHER WORKING SECURITY DURING THE ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY 
PARADE OR JUST SPENDING TIME IN HIS ROOM PLAYING VIDEO GAMES. BUT AT SOME POINT, 
HIS PLANS CHANGED, AND ON THAT FRIDAY MORNING, HE DECIDED TO GO WITH SOME 
FELLOW SOLDIERS ON A WEEKEND CAMPING TRIP.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: My brother wasn't originally gonna go on this trip. He only went because 
last minute someone decided not to go and they had asked him to go so that they would be 
able to afford the trip, so they could afford to take their cars over with the ferry. So, my brother 
ended up agreeing to go because my brother was very generous and willing to help anyone. 
 
NARRATION: 
IN 2020, THE MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY COMES DURING THE COVID EPIDEMIC, WHEN 
QUARANTINE IS A WAY OF LIFE FOR MOST OF THE WORLD AND SOLDIERS ARE REQUIRED TO 
STAY NEAR THE BASE. NEVERTHELESS, ENRIQUE AND THE OTHER SOLDIERS HEAD OFF VERY 
EARLY IN THE MORNING ON FRIDAY, MAY 22ND AND MAKE THE MORE THAN FOUR HOUR DRIVE 
TO CAPE LOOKOUT NATIONAL SEASHORE. THERE, THEY CATCH A FERRY, WHICH IS THE ONLY 
WAY TO REACH THE ISLAND, AND SET UP CAMP. THE NEXT EVENING, SATURDAY AT 7PM, THE 
9-1-1 CALL COMES IN FROM ONE OF THE PARATROOPERS, ALEX BECERRA REPORTING THAT 
ENRIQUE IS MISSING. 
 
ALEX BECERRA: We lost our friend, we don't know where he has gone. And we’re kinda worried 
that something happened to him… 
 
NARRATION: 
IT’S NOT UNTIL THE FOLLOWING DAY, SUNDAY, MAY 24TH, THAT GRISELDA GETS A CALL FROM 
ENRIQUE’S COMMANDING OFFICER.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: So, I answer and it's my brother's captain, asking me if my brother was 
with us. And I said, “No, we're in California, he's in North Carolina. Why would he be with us?” 
And they said, “Well, okay. Well, the problem is your brother is missing.” And I'm like, “What do 
you mean he's missing? Missing where?” And the captain said, “They, he went on a camping 
trip, and he went missing.” And he pretty much told me that, maybe he ran away because he 
has three months and couldn't wait and wanted to leave. And I said, “Why would he do that? 
That’s crazy. That doesn’t sound like my brother.” And I asked, “Have you tried calling his 



 

phone?” And then that's when the captain told me, well, “He doesn't have his phone with him.” 
I'm like, that's not my brother either. He would never leave his phone. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE CAPTAIN THEN TELLS GRISELDA THAT ENRIQUE’S WALLET AND EYEGLASSES WERE ALSO 
FOUND IN HIS TENT. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: That's when I was like, oh, something bad happened. My brother cannot 
see without his glasses. When I say he is blind, that kid was blind. And I knew there was 
something really, really wrong there.  
 
NARRATION: 
GRISELDA AND HER MOTHER, MARIA, CATCH THE FIRST FLIGHT FROM CALIFORNIA TO NORTH 
CAROLINA AND SOON LEARN FROM ARMY INVESTIGATORS THAT THE PARK RANGERS AND 
OTHER LOCAL SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS HAVE SPENT THE PAST TWO DAYS SEARCHING THE 
ISLAND FOR ANY SIGN OF ENRIQUE.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: I know they searched the island and, of course, they know the island 
better than anyone, and they didn't find anything. They searched the whole island. Afterwards, 
the army sent a group of 50 volunteer soldiers that went to go look for my brother, and they 
couldn’t find anything. So, one of the things one of the investigators asked us if my brother 
wanted to ever kill himself. And I said, “No, never, never.” He would never do something like 
that. He was too much of a coward and he could never do that to my mother. I just knew this 
was something my brother wouldn't have done. 
 
NARRATION: 
GRISELDA AND HER MOTHER WANT TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES THE AREA WHERE ENRIQUE 
DISAPPEARED, SO THEY DRIVE FROM THE ARMY BASE TO THE COAST AND THEN TAKE A FERRY 
TO THE ISLAND TO MEET WITH PARK RANGERS.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: I was hoping that, by some miracle, I would be able to find my brother 
and I got to the island, and I was so broken. So torn, so devastated once I saw the island. The 
island is so small. You can see from one side of the island to the other. It was, just, mostly just 
marsh, mostly just a little bit of grass, mostly sand. And there was really nowhere to go. So, me 
and my mom were devastated. 
 
NARRATION: 



 

THE PARK RANGERS SUGGEST THAT MAYBE, AFTER A NIGHT OF DRINKING, ENRIQUE WENT FOR 
A SWIM AND WAS CARRIED OUT TO SEA BY THE STRONG CURRENTS AND DROWNED.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: We had questions for the park ranger, and I had asked, in her experience, 
something had happened to my brother from the point that they were at in the island, where 
would he would be washed up, if he did drown? And she said, “Well, most drowned bodies end 
up on Shackleford Banks.” 
 
NARRATION: 
SHACKLEFORD BANKS IS AN ISLAND A MILE NORTHWEST FROM WHERE THE SOLDIERS WERE 
CAMPING ON SOUTH CORE BANKS AND IS A PLACE WHERE CURRENTS TEND TO DEPOSIT 
DEBRIS FROM THE OCEAN. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: So that's really what we were all thinking is maybe that was a possibility. 
 
NARRATION: 
GRISELDA AND HER MOTHER RETURN TO FORT BRAGG AND PRESSURE THE ARMY 
INVESTIGATORS TO TELL THEM EVERYTHING THEY KNOW ABOUT ENRIQUE’S DISAPPEARANCE, 
BUT THE AUTHORITIES REMAIN TIGHT-LIPPED. THEY WON’T EVEN PROVIDE THE NAMES OF THE 
PARATROOPERS WHO WERE ON THE CAMPING TRIP WITH ENRIQUE.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: I desperately wanted to talk to these people. I wanted to know what was 
the last thing my brother said, what were they talking about? What happened? Maybe, you 
know, I know my, I feel like I know my brother way better than anyone else. And maybe I 
would've known what was going on. Maybe I could've told them like, “Hey, maybe he went 
here or there,” and they would not allow me to talk to these people. 
 
NARRATION: 
SIX DAYS GO BY WITH NO SIGN OF ENRIQUE. THEN ON FRIDAY, MAY 29TH, A PARK SERVICES 
EMPLOYEE SPOTS SOMETHING FLOATING IN THE WATER. IT’S A SEVERED HEAD — THE HEAD 
OF ENRIQUE ROMAN-MARTINEZ. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: Just like the park ranger said, my brother's head washed up on 
Shackleford Banks. If it could have had a full body, maybe it wouldn't be so hard, but we only 
had my brother's head. When my brother’s remains washed up, the theory that the 
investigators had was that he drowned and his body had gone through a boat propeller. And 
that's why his head was sliced off. 
 



 

NARRATION: 
BUT THE AUTOPSY DISCOVERS SEVERAL DEEP CUT MARKS IN ENRIQUE’S VERTEBRAE, MADE BY 
A SHARP INSTRUMENT, SOMETHING LIKE A HATCHET, AND THESE MARKS ARE INCONSISTENT 
WITH A PROPELLER STRIKE. THE MEDICAL EXAMINER ALSO FINDS THAT ENRIQUE’S JAW HAS 
BEEN BROKEN BY BLUNT FORCE TRAUMA AND THERE’S EVIDENCE OF A SMALL SKULL 
FRACTURE, ALL CLEAR INDICATIONS THAT ENRIQUE’S DEATH WAS NOT AN ACCIDENT OR A 
SUICIDE, BUT A HOMICIDE BY UNDETERMINED MEANS.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: It hurt my heart more than anything that anyone would have such hate 
for my brother to do that to him. He didn't deserve that.  
 
NARRATION: 
THE DISCOVERY OF ENRIQUE’S PARTIAL REMAINS TRANSFORMS THE CASE FROM A MISSING 
PERSONS REPORT INTO A HOMICIDE INVESTIGATION, AND ENRIQUE’S FAMILY LOOKS FOR A 
LAWYER TO HELP NAVIGATE THE ARMY’S CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM. ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
DUSTIN COLLIER WORKS WITH THE LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN AMERICAN CITIZENS, OR LULAC 
AND HAS BEEN HELPING THE MARTINEZ FAMILY IN THEIR SEARCH FOR ANSWERS ABOUT 
ENRIQUE’S MURDER. 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: One of the things that sort of sticks in my craw is that the Army seems to have 
this default approach of, when a soldier goes missing, we assume it's an AWOL situation — 
Away Without Leave — until proven otherwise. That appears to what happened here. They get 
the report that Enrique is missing, and they treat it as a missing person's case, which is to say 
that they don't take any of the steps you might take in a potential homicide investigation. They 
don't secure the barracks for Enrique or any of the other soldiers involved. 
 
NARRATION: 
DUSTIN IS KEENLY AWARE OF THE FACT THAT DETECTIVES FROM THE ARMY’S CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, THE CID, DIDN’T SEAL OFF ENRIQUE’S ROOM UNTIL HIS HEAD HAD 
BEEN FOUND, WHICH WAS SIX DAYS AFTER HE HAD GONE MISSING. 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: This is significant because we know that Enrique kept a personal journal, a 
diary, and that diary may well have shed some light on Enrique's final days and who might have 
had a motive to kill him, and that journal has never been recovered. It’s missing. 
 
NARRATION: 
AFTER ENRIQUE’S SEVERED HEAD IS FOUND, THE TROOPERS WHO WERE ON THE CAMPING 
TRIP ARE RE-INTERVIEWED BY THE ARMY’S INVESTIGATORS, AND IT TURNS OUT THEY HAVEN’T 



 

BEEN COMPLETELY HONEST. IT’S REVEALED THAT BESIDES ENRIQUE, THERE WERE NOT SIX BUT 
SEVEN PARATROOPERS ON THE ISLAND THAT NIGHT. ALEX BECERRA’S GIRLFRIEND, 18-YEAR-
OLD ANNA MARIE COACHELL, ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE 82ND AIRBORNE, WAS ALSO WITH 
THE GROUP. 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: When they come back, and are interviewed the following evening, Sunday 
evening, every single one of them signs a statement that makes no mention of Coachell. They 
all omit her presence. As far as the reason, why would they leave her out? Coachell was 
underage, and they didn't want her to get in trouble for underage drinking. I don't have an 
opinion on the credibility of that particular explanation. I certainly can't imagine lying to a 
homicide investigator because I'm concerned that my girlfriend's gonna get in trouble for 
drinking.  
 
NARRATION: 
IT'S ALSO REVEALED THAT THE GROUP HAD DONE LSD THE NIGHT ENRIQUE DISAPPEARED, 
SUGGESTING TO ARMY INVESTIGATORS THAT A BAD “TRIP” MAY HAVE GOTTEN OUT OF 
CONTROL AND THAT THIS WAS A TRAGIC ACCIDENT — AND NOTHING MORE. 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: Essentially the story that they tried to sell to me early on is, you know, these 
guys went out there, they took some LSD, they got too high and they lost control. And who 
knows what happened after that? I don't know of anybody ever, they take LSD and now 
suddenly they wanna kill people. It's just not really how it works. I just don't, I don't buy that. 
 
NARRATION: 
ENRIQUE’S FAMILY WORRIES THAT THE ARMY’S INVESTIGATORS MAY HAVE A HIDDEN AGENDA 
AND ARE AVOIDING A TRULY THOROUGH MURDER INQUIRY.  
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: I can't know for sure what the Army's motivations are. What I do know is that 
they have some logical and, and clear incentives to not get to the bottom of cases like this. 
You've got a system where the army needs to constantly recruit. They presumably don't want 
there to be a lot of press coverage of their soldiers being killed after they've signed up, because 
it'll hinder those recruitment efforts. And I think they're acutely aware of that. 
 
NARRATION: 
THE MARTINEZ FAMILY, WITH THE HELP OF OUTSIDE INVESTIGATORS, IS ABLE TO OBTAIN A 
COPY OF THE 911 CALL THAT WAS MADE SATURDAY AFTERNOON, MORE THAN 10 HOURS 
AFTER ENRIQUE DISAPPEARED. VERY QUICKLY, THEY NOTICE SEVERAL DISCREPANCIES IN THE 
STORY THAT WAS TOLD BY ENRIQUE’S FELLOW PARATROOPERS.  



 

 
OPERATOR: Brown eyes, and what's his name? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: His name is Roman Martinez, or Enrique Martinez.  
 
OPERATOR: Okay. 
 
ALEX BECERRA: Sorry. It's actually, I'm sorry. Let me, let me just backtrack. Enrique Roman, I'm 
sorry. 
 
OPERATOR: And how long has he been missing? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: Um, since we woke up. I woke up at 8:30 and we've been looking for him all 
day. We're trying to find the park ranger, or their offices or anything, and so we went all the 
way to the, uh, to the ferry and we found that we needed to dial 911. We weren't sure if that's 
what we had to do out here. 
 
OPERATOR: And when was the last time you saw him? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: So, we all went to bed at mid- at 12:03, that's when we all decided to go to bed 
and that is the last time we saw him. 
 
OPERATOR: Okay, and does he have any physical medical or mental conditions that we need to 
be aware of? 
 
ALEX BECERRA: He did. He wasn't diagnosed but he did have suicidal tendencies. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: I listened to it and I was just shocked that whoever was making this 911 
call didn't know my brother's full name, claimed he was his friend, and said that my brother 
wanted to kill himself. It's really, really infuriated me cause I know for a fact that that's not true. 
It's not true at all, whatsoever. And if you were really worried about your friend killing yourself, 
why would you let him leave? Why would you leave him out of your sight? Why wouldn't you 
get him help right away?  
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: The last time they saw him was at 12:03 AM, that evening, that Friday 
evening. And that stood out to me as unusually precise. Who logged the precise minute that 
everybody went to sleep? And then they said to the dispatcher that they had been looking for a 
park ranger to report him to instead. That was their excuse for not calling 911 until that 



 

evening. I mean, just on its face, that doesn't sound very credible because why are these 
mutually exclusive? Why wouldn't you do both, look for a park ranger and call 911 and ask 
them where the nearest park ranger station is? So just on its face, it doesn't sound very 
credible.  
 
NARRATION: 
AND THERE’S ONE MORE INCONSISTENCY WITH THE 911 CALL MADE AT 7 PM. ALEX BECERRA 
SAYS THAT HE AND THE OTHER CAMPERS SPENT THE ENTIRE DAY LOOKING FOR A PARK 
RANGER TO REPORT ENRIQUE MISSING. BUT EARLIER THAT DAY, TWO PARK RANGERS STOPPED 
BY THE CAMPSITE AND ASKED THE PARATROOPERS TO MOVE THEIR VEHICLES THAT WERE 
ILLEGALLY PARKED TOO CLOSE TO THE SAND DUNES. THAT WAS AROUND 2 PM, ALMOST SIX 
HOURS AFTER THEY SAY THEY REALIZED ENRIQUE WAS GONE, YET THEY SAID NOTHING TO THE 
RANGERS ABOUT ENRIQUE BEING MISSING. 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: In my mind, the biggest red flag around all of this is, somewhere that evening, 
six, seven PM that evening, they finally call 911 to report Enrique missing. And coincidentally, or 
perhaps not coincidentally, by the time they reported him missing, the last ferry for the day had 
left. So, that left them on the island for another evening, which raises the question is that, was 
that a deliberate strategy on their part to give themselves another day? Which begs the 
question, what they spent the entire 24-hour period doing? 
 
NARRATION: 
COULD THE SEVEN SOLDIERS HAVE CONSPIRED TO COVER UP ENRIQUE’S HOMICIDE? AND 
WHAT WOULD BE A MOTIVE FOR MURDERING ENRIQUE? 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: At one point, the army was suggesting that perhaps this was some sort of 
revenge. Some sort of drug deal gone awry, or some sort of drug related hit. There's clearly 
some sort of broader drug problem at the base, but there’s no evidence to tie that back to 
Enrique. It's this coincidence that makes a convenient way to explain away and sort of 
downplay and ignore what happened in Enrique.  
 
NARRATION: 
THERE WAS ALLEGEDLY SOME BITTERNESS BETWEEN ENRIQUE AND THE 911 CALLER, ALEX 
BECERRA. FIVE MONTHS EARLIER, ENRIQUE AND SOME FRIENDS WENT TO A PARTY OFF BASE. 
ENRIQUE WAS SUPPOSED TO BE THE DESIGNATED DRIVER BUT HAD BECOME INTOXICATED. SO, 
BECERRA, WHO WAS ALSO DRUNK, DROVE THE GROUP HOME, WAS PULLED OVER BY POLICE, 
AND ARRESTED FOR A DUI. 
 



 

GRISELDA MARTINEZ: From what I heard, there's been a lot of animosity from this guy towards 
my brother. But here's the thing, I know my brother tried to make this up to this guy several 
times. My brother went and vouched for him and said, “Hey, I was supposed to be designated 
driver. It's not fair that he's getting in trouble.” And they both split punishment. My brother and 
this guy had to take substance abuse classes. But for someone to hate my brother like that, it's, 
it's really hard to believe. It had to be more than that, and there has to be more to the story 
than that.  
 
NARRATION: 
THE ARMY, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE FBI, CREATES A TASK FORCE AND OFFERS A $25,000 
REWARD FOR INFORMATION, WHILE ENRIQUE’S FAMILY MOURNS THE LOSS OF THEIR SON 
AND BROTHER.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: We had his funeral. It was very, very difficult. I've never had to plan a 
funeral in my life. And it was only my brother's head. And none of us saw my brother's remains, 
but there he was in a casket. It was difficult. It was really hard. 
 
NARRATION: 
IT’S NOT UNTIL SIX MONTHS AFTER ENRIQUE’S DISAPPEARANCE THAT THE ARMY FINALLY 
SENDS A DIVE TEAM OUT TO SEARCH FOR THE REST OF ENRIQUE’S BODY IN THE WATERS 
AROUND CAPE LOOKOUT ISLAND. AFTER SUCH A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, IT’S NO SURPRISE 
THAT NOTHING IS FOUND. WHY THE DELAY? THEN IN NOVEMBER OF 2021, INVESTIGATORS 
ANNOUNCE THAT THE ENRIQUE’S CASE HAS BEEN RELEGATED TO “COLD CASE STATUS” WITH 
NONE OF THE SEVEN PARATROOPERS ON THE CAMPING TRIP CONSIDERED SUSPECTS.  
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: That is a real head scratcher. They were clearly with the victim at the time he 
went missing, and they have no alibi and have lied to criminal investigators. It's amazing. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: From what the lead investigator has told me, he believes that these 
people couldn't have done it. They have no reason to. That it couldn't have possibly been them 
and they don't know what happened. They don't know. They don't have a theory, but they 
know it's not them, not the seven individuals. 
 
NARRATION: 
THERE HAVE BEEN CHARGES FILED AGAINST THE SEVEN SOLDIERS, RELATED TO THE CAMPING 
TRIP, BUT NOT RELATED TO THE ENRIQUE’S MURDER. 
 



 

DUSTIN COLLIER: All of them were charged with disobeying an order, because at the time that 
they went on this trip, the COVID pandemic had just begun and there was a order requiring 
everyone to, to stay within 50 miles of the base. So, all of them, including Enrique, violated that 
order. Others were charged with using LSD, and then many of them were charged with either 
making false statements to the investigators and/or conspiring to make false statements to the 
investigators. None of the offenses they were charged with related to the death of Enrique. 
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: The road to justice has been a very slow and rocky one and I feel alone, at 
the end of the day, that the Army, it doesn't seem like it's a priority for them. They tell me it is, 
but I still don't have answers from my brother from seven people. Seven people that were 
there. It's frustrating. It's depressing, and it's confusing. It's so hard, to just, like, want to just, 
oh… 
 
DUSTIN COLLIER: I don't think the army is ever going to solve Enrique’s homicide. If this case 
gets solved, it will be because of the efforts of his family, and I think we should be ashamed as a 
nation of how little we have given back to the soldiers who give us so much. These men and 
women who go into service in the military have made this tremendous sacrifice. They have 
agreed to put their life on the line, if need be, in a combat operation, to protect us, to protect 
our democracy, to protect our freedom and our rights. The least we can do is protect them 
when they're here on our shores, on our base, under our care and supervision, and we're not 
doing that. We're failing them.  
 
GRISELDA MARTINEZ: It has been truly devastating. It has truly been the biggest heartache. You 
know, my mom, this was her baby. This was my mom's baby. This was her little boy, and I could 
never take away my mother's pain, and she has it every single day. And the way my brother 
went, the way they killed him, with so much hate towards him. It makes it worse because we 
don't have answers. And every day, we just want answers. We just want justice. My brother 
didn't deserve to die like this. 
 
NARRATION: 
ENRIQUE ROMAN-MARTINEZ WAS KILLED ON OR AROUND MAY 22ND 2020 WHILE CAMPING ON 
NORTH CAROLINA’S CAPE LOOKOUT NATIONAL SEASHORE. THE ARMY IS NOW OFFERING ITS 
LARGEST REWARD — $50,000 — FOR ANY INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST OF THE 
PERSON OR PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR ENRIQUE’S DEATH. IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION 
REGARDING THIS CASE, PLEASE CONTACT THE ARMY CID SPECIAL AGENTS AT 910-396-8777, OR 
GO TO UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: 



 

 
RACHEL DEMPSEY: Whenever I think of the night that my mom and I found my dad, I just think 
of it as very dark. It was the chaos and the confusion and fear, and at the very center of it is just 
the huge loss that we suffered. To me, it feels like we've kind of been stuck in that night for 
almost 20 years now. 
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