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THE UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | HIGHWAY AMBUSH 
EP77 Transcript 

 
MARY DODSON: That evening, we were sitting on the back deck and we were having supper, David and 
I, and we heard the awful sirens, and I got the awful feeling in my stomach, the gut in my stomach, and 
I told David. I said, “Something's not right.” My worst fear in my life was something happening to one 
of my children. I’ve lived that fear. 
 
NARRATION:  
ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 28, 2013, 22-YEAR-OLD BRITTANY STYKES HAS JUST LEFT HER MOTHER-
IN-LAW'S HOUSE WITH HER 14-MONTH-OLD DAUGHTER, AUBREE, AND IS DRIVING THROUGH THE 
WIDE, RURAL LANDSCAPES OF BETHEL, OHIO. SHE PLANS TO STOP AT HER HOME TO DROP OFF A 
PLATE OF FOOD FOR HER HUSBAND, SHANE, THEN HEAD OVER TO HER PARENTS’ HOUSE TO 
CELEBRATE HER FATHER'S BIRTHDAY. BUT BRITTANY NEVER ARRIVES, AND HER PARENTS, MARY AND 
DAVID DODSON, FEAR THE WORST WHEN THEY HEAR A CHORUS OF SIRENS JUST A FEW MILES AWAY.  
 
I'M STEVE FRENCH, AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: “HIGHWAY AMBUSH.”  
  
ON AUGUST 28, 2013, WHILE MARY AND DAVID DODSON PREPARED FOR THEIR FAMILY GET 
TOGETHER, SOMEONE AMBUSHED THEIR DAUGHTER, BRITTANY AND THEIR GRANDDAUGHTER ON 
THE NEARBY HIGHWAY. HER HEADLIGHTS SHINING OFF THE SIDE OF THE ROAD CAUGHT THE 
ATTENTION OF A PASSING DRIVER. 
  
DAVID DODSON: The gentleman that found her, he seen a Jeep down in the weeds and he drove by it. 
At first, he thought it was just someone four wheeling, playing, and he said when he come back, he 
noticed the Jeep was still sitting in the same place. And he told his wife, he said, “Well, we got to check 
on ‘em.” Her Jeep had went off the road. It had went down a hillside. It jumped a ditch that's about 
two foot deep, climbed up out of the ditch and went up through the trees and was in the trees. A tree 
stopped it. She was probably 600 feet off the road. And when he come upon the Jeep, he said that 
Brittany was slumped over the steering wheel like she just laid down and went to sleep, and Aubree 
was in the front seat in her car seat, and was crying for her mommy. And he said he noticed the blood 
and stuff on her forehead, and that's when he was calling to his wife, you know, to call 911. 
 
NARRATION:  
WHEN FIRST RESPONDERS ARRIVE, THEY DISCOVER THE DRIVER’S SIDE DOOR OF BRITTANY’S JEEP IS 
RIDDLED WITH BULLET HOLES AND QUICKLY REALIZE THAT THIS IS NOT AN ORDINARY CAR ACCIDENT. 
WITHIN MINUTES, THE SCENE IS SURROUNDED BY POLICE AND A CRIME SCENE PERIMETER IS 
ESTABLISHED. DAVID DODSON VIVIDLY RECALLS THE MOMENT HE ARRIVED AT THE SCENE WHERE HIS 
DAUGHTER BRITTANY’S YELLOW JEEP WAS SITTING IN A FIELD OFF THE HIGHWAY.  
 
DAVID DODSON: I got in my truck and actually drove up to where the sirens were at. And there was a 
fireman that had the road blocked right there. They wouldn't let me nowhere near her. And I asked 
him, “Can you tell me if that was a yellow Jeep with a girl with long hair?” And he said it was, and that 
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they had took the baby to Brown County Hospital and it was being transported AirCare to Children's 
Hospital in Cincinnati. 
 
NARRATION: 
MARY DODSON IS AT HOME, WAITING ANXIOUSLY TO KNOW WHAT HAS HAPPENED, WHEN THE 
PHONE RINGS. IT’S BRITTANY’S HUSBAND, SHANE.  
 
MARY DODSON: And he says, “They shot Brittany and she's dead.” And he hung up the phone and I 
said, “Oh my God,” and I lost it. I started crying, and I went outside. I just kneeled on the ground, 
prayed to God, screamed my lungs out. I'd lost my daughter. 
 
NARRATION:  
BRITTANY IS DEAD, AND 14-MONTH-OLD AUBREE, IS CLINGING TO LIFE IN THE HOSPITAL. SO, 
WITHOUT A MOMENT TO GRIEVE FOR THEIR DAUGHTER, MARY AND DAVID RACE TO THE EMERGENCY 
ROOM TO BE WITH THEIR GRANDDAUGHTER. 
 
MARY DODSON: She was shot in the head, in her forehead, and it come out the top of her head. It 
went through her front lobe of her brain. I remember the first time I saw her, and her hair was gone on 
top where they had to shave her to operate on her. My heart hurt so bad, not only for her, but that her 
mother couldn't be here to comfort her. So, I held her, and I rocked her. 
 
NARRATION:  
BRITTANY'S SUDDEN AND VIOLENT MURDER IS IMPOSSIBLE TO COMPREHEND. SHE WAS A CARING, 
GENEROUS, STRAIT-LACED YOUNG WOMAN WHO HAD A PASSION FOR FARMING FROM AN EARLY 
AGE. BRITTANY HAD RECENTLY MARRIED HER BOYFRIEND, SHANE, AND SOON AFTER THEY HAD THEIR 
FIRST CHILD, AUBREE. AT THE TIME OF HER DEATH, BRITTANY AND SHANE WERE EXPECTING A SECOND 
CHILD.  
  
DAVID DODSON: There was really not a whole lot in Brittany's life that she didn't share with me. She 
was an amazing daughter. Very, very family oriented. I mean, everything in her life centered around 
her brother, sisters, and me and her mom. She had a sense of humor that was really awesome. I mean, 
me and her could be somewhere and we would never have to say anything to each other, and just 
both of us could bust out laughing because we knew what each other was thinking. 
 
MARY DODSON: She was a homebody. She was here every day. She'd call every morning and say, 
“Mom, Dad, what are you guys going to do today?” And we'd tell her, and she'd be right here with us 
doing it. She didn't have to be out adventuring the world. She was happy to be here in our little world. 
She liked to can with me, and garden with me. We’d get up one day after Mother's Day in May and 
start in the morning and plant probably an acre and a half garden all day. She was with me for the long 
haul with everything. Our relationship had just blossomed to the point where her and I were friends. 
And I didn't get enough of that. 
 
QUINN CARLSON: When the call came out, everybody responded as fast as they could. It was so brutal. 
To commit a murder like this, it’s just so out of left field. 
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NARRATION: 
QUINN CARLSON IS CURRENTLY A DETECTIVE SERGEANT AT THE BROWN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
AND, IN 2020, WAS THE LEAD INVESTIGATOR ON BRITTANY STYKES’ MURDER. HE’S AN EXPERT ON 
EVERY DETAIL OF THE CASE.  
 
QUINN CARLSON: It was in the early evening. We have her heading southbound on 68 right around 
between 7:45 and 8:10. It was raining in the part of town that she was coming through. The marks 
going off the road, as it was described to me, didn't seem drastic or erratic. There weren't any 
significant tire marks or skid marks or anything. They were just two parallel tire impressions where it 
looked like a car drove off the road and went directly where the Jeep was found. There wasn't a huge 
drop off. So, to get where she ended up, she definitely had to have some speed going. 
 
NARRATION:  
THE FIRST QUESTION INVESTIGATORS TACKLE IS HOW DID THE MURDERER APPROACH THE CAR? WAS 
BRITTANY'S CAR IN MOTION WHEN SHE WAS SHOT? OR IS IT POSSIBLE SOMEONE FORCED HER TO 
PULL OVER? 
  
DAVID DODSON: I don't believe she would pull over because Brittany was always one that, she didn't 
like to stop to help somebody. She was always afraid. And so, for her to have been pulled over, it 
would have either had to been someone she knew, or it would have would have been a police officer. 
 
NARRATION:  
INVESTIGATORS ANALYZE THE BULLET ENTRY POINTS IN THE DRIVER’S SIDE DOOR OF THE VEHICLE TO 
DETERMINE THE TRAJECTORY. 
 
QUINN CARLSON: There were five shots fired into the vehicle and two of them struck Brittany. They all 
seemed very targeted to kill the driver of that vehicle. The direction of the bullets, they all seemed to 
be the same trajectory and there was no stippling or anything around, so it wasn't right up close. But 
that's all, we don't know the distance away. The most prominent frustrating things evidence-wise is 
lack of shell casings. Was it a revolver? Did the revolver hold the casings? Was it coming from another 
car? Did the car catch the casings as they were ejected? You can come up with all kinds of different 
solutions. But the fact that there was no shell casings there, I believe, is a very important point of this 
case. 
 
NARRATION:  
THE WINDOW OF THE JEEP WAS MADE OF PLASTIC, SO THERE ARE NO GLASS SHARDS TO HELP 
DETERMINE WHERE THE SHOOTING TOOK PLACE — ON THE ROAD OR OFF THE HIGHWAY. AND THE 
LACK OF TIRE PRINTS OR EVIDENCE AROUND THE JEEP MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PINPOINT WHERE AND 
WHEN BRITTANY WAS SHOT ON HER DRIVE ALONG ROUTE 68. 
 
QUINN CARLSON: We have ideas and theories on what happened that kind of match the evidence. We 
really don't know exactly how it transpired. I don't believe anybody walked up to the vehicle and shot 
her. That doesn't match the evidence. It could be someone paced the car. It could be that the car was 
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slowed down and fired into. It could be numerous options. One of the conclusions we came to was the 
pattern of the bullets in the vehicle did show that the person who did the shooting was good with a 
firearm. 
 
NARRATION:  
WITH LITTLE EVIDENCE TO GO ON, INVESTIGATORS BEGIN TO SEARCH FOR ANY POTENTIAL WITNESSES 
TO THE CRIME AND ANY VIDEO SURVEILLANCE FOOTAGE THAT MAY HAVE RECORDED BRITTANY 
DURING HER DRIVE. 
  
QUINN CARLSON: We have her on camera, driving eastbound on State Route 125. And just driving 
normally, not driving erratically. Nobody seems to be following her. It's very open for a long way, so 
you do have visual four ways, north and south. There's also a couple streets that come into state route 
68 right in that area. It is one of our most traveled roads. There can be minutes that go by where a car 
doesn't go by, but I would say the vast majority of the time you see a car every 20, 30 seconds. It would 
be so easy to see the person doing this. So, this was a very brazen act. 
 
NARRATION:  
NO WITNESSES TO THE CRIME COME FORWARD, SO INVESTIGATORS DIVE INTO BRITTANY'S PHONE 
RECORDS TO SEARCH FOR A LEAD. WAS SOMEONE WHO KNEW WHERE SHE WAS HEADED WAITING 
ON THE HIGHWAY FOR HER TO PASS? 
  
QUINN CARLSON: Not many people knew where Brittany was that day. That's another issue with this 
case. She was coming from her mother-in-law’s, and there was a text sent on her way that they were 
just leaving a certain area, but there was no way to determine exactly where she was. That was it, and 
that was to her mother-in-law at the time. And that was all the correspondence. 
 
NARRATION:  
INVESTIGATORS STRUGGLE TO IMMEDIATELY IDENTIFY A SUSPECT OR A MOTIVE FOR THE MURDER, SO 
THEY LOOK AT THOSE CLOSEST TO BRITTANY, STARTING WITH HER HUSBAND, SHANE. BRITTANY’S 
FATHER SHARED WITH INVESTIGATORS EVERYTHING HE KNEW ABOUT THEIR RELATIONSHIP.  
  
DAVID DODSON: When she had broke up with her boyfriend that she had went all through school with, 
she wound up going out with Shane. She worked at a little Subway restaurant down here in town. And 
he used to come in there all the time, and always was asking her out, and that's kind of how they met. 
When she first introduced me, I knew he was a lot older, and I always figured she was kind of on a 
rebound and that it wouldn't last very long. But she was in love with Shane. A lot of the text messages 
in the beginning was, “He was an amazing guy.” She lived with us until she moved out with Shane, and 
she lived probably about five miles from here. 
 
MARY DODSON: I don't think they were dating too awful long. I think it was more like maybe five or six 
months maybe, and she wound up pregnant. And she came to me one night, crying and upset. And she 
thought I was going to be disappointed in her and I told her, I said, “Honey, I can't be disappointed for 
you or hold something against you that happened to me. I mean, David and I was in the same boat 
when we've got married. No matter what the situation, that child is a gift.” 
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DAVID DODSON: She called me one morning and she says, “You know, I know you're close to the 
preacher. Can you get him to marry us today? Shane will only marry me today. If it's not today, he's not 
going to marry me.” She had started planning her wedding when she was a teenager. So, her plans of a 
big wedding kind of went out the window and we called the preacher and he agreed to meet us at the 
church and marry them. But he says, “You understand I'll be in bib overalls because I've been out my 
garden working.” So, when it came to her wedding, it was basically me and her mom, and Shane, and 
her was all that was there and the preacher. I think she was always disappointed that she never got the 
wedding and me to walk her down the aisle and the things she wanted, but you know, her and Shane 
got married. Everything was fine for a while. 
 
NARRATION:  
BRITTANY AND SHANE LIVED JUST OUTSIDE OF RIPLEY, OHIO, WHEN THEIR DAUGHTER, AUBREE, WAS 
BORN. HER WEDDING MAY HAVE BEEN A DISAPPOINTMENT, BUT MOTHERHOOD WAS EVERYTHING 
BRITTANY DREAMED IT WOULD BE. 
 
DAVID DODSON: When it come to Aubree, Aubree was 100% her world. She got to have Aubree’s first 
birthday here at the house, and I've got a big old circus tent. And she sent out invitations to everyone 
to come to Aubree’s birthday, but it was actually a ticket to the circus. And she had all these little metal 
cages and stuff set up with little stuffed animals and she spent two or three days setting up for this 
birthday party for Aubree. 
 
NARRATION:  
AUBREE WAS BRITTANY'S FIRST CHILD, BUT SHANE HAD TWO OTHER CHILDREN FROM PREVIOUS 
PARTNERS FOR WHOM HE WAS PAYING CHILD SUPPORT. 
 
DAVID DODSON: When Shane married Brittany, he tried to get custody of his other two children, but 
the courts wouldn't award it to him. And right after that happened, it was like he was done with 
Brittany then. He kind of just quit coming home. He was staying at the gym and working out all the 
time and always had excuses why he couldn't come home. That's kind of when I knew there was some 
problems. 
  
NARRATION:  
BRITTANY SPENT MUCH OF HER TIME AT HER PARENTS’ HOME AND THEY SAY SHE CONFIDED IN THEM 
THAT THINGS WERE NOT GOING WELL WITH HER MARRIAGE. 
 
MARY DODSON: I honestly think Brittany was afraid of him. She called me one day crying. And she says, 
“Mom, can I bring my dog home?” And I said, “Why?” “Mom,” she says, “It went to eat Shane’s dog’s 
food, and he literally almost beat my dog to death.” She says, “I'm going to have to pick it up to put it 
in the car. It has blood everywhere. Can I bring it home?” And I said, “Yes, honey, bring your dog 
home.” And I think that really scared her.  
 
DAVID DODSON: There was a few times she'd come here with bruises and stuff on her, and I 
questioned her about it. And she always kind of just denied it, and then she come here one night, and 
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she said, “Dad, Shane bounced my head off the floor,” and she seen me give him a look. And she says 
all real quick, she defended. She says, “We were just playing around.” I never pushed the issue with 
Brittany because she would always tell me what she wanted me to know, and I could see that things 
were not going as good as they had planned. 
 
NARRATION:  
ACCORDING TO HER PARENTS, THE DETERIORATION OF BRITTANY AND SHANE’S RELATIONSHIP 
ACCELERATED IN MAY OF 2013, WHEN SHE DISCOVERED THAT SHE WAS PREGNANT WITH A SECOND 
CHILD. 
 
DAVID DODSON: The only thing she really shared with me, she was petrified of telling Shane she was 
pregnant again. I mean, she just sobbed when she told me and she just kept saying, “Dad, you don't 
have a clue what's going to happen.” 
 
MARY DODSON: I was going to the doctor's visits with her, her checkups and everything. And we got to 
the point where the next checkup, we were supposed to find out whether it was a boy or girl, and she 
had not told Shane yet. And we were standing here in my kitchen talking, and her phone rang, and it 
was Shane, and she put it on speakerphone. And she said to him, she said, “Well, Shane, I know you 
don't want to spend time with me,” she says, “but you've got a daughter here that you need to spend 
some time with.” And he got ticked off, and he threw his phone, and we heard him in the background. I 
looked at Brittany and Brittany looked at me and I said, “What are you going to do?” And she says, “I'm 
gonna go inform him he's gonna be paying child support on two children.” And so that's the evening 
she went home and she told him that they were expecting the second child, and I guess it didn't go 
well. And she called me later. Oh, she couldn't hardly breathe. She was crying. And she told me she 
told him and, and he started throwing things and, and getting verbally abusive with her and everything 
else. And I said, “Well, where is he now?” And she said, “He left.” 
 
NARRATION:  
BRITTANY'S MOTHER SAYS SHE URGED HER DAUGHTER TO BRING AUBREE AND STAY AT THEIR HOUSE, 
BUT BRITTANY CHOSE TO WAIT FOR SHANE TO RETURN. WHEN HE WALKED IN THE DOOR THE NEXT 
DAY, BRITTANY TOLD HER MOTHER THAT SHANE'S DEMEANOR HAD COMPLETELY CHANGED. 
 
DAVID DODSON: The next morning after she told him, she came over here to the house, and she said it 
was like a light switch flipped. All of a sudden, he's happy. He can't wait for another baby to get here. 
And she said, you know, from last night, he didn't want another child and then this morning, all of a 
sudden he's tickled to death they'd be having another one, and she says, it's just, something does not 
feel right. 
 
NARRATION: 
ONLY TWO WEEKS AFTER TELLING SHANE SHE WAS PREGNANT, BRITTANY'S FAMILY SAYS SHE WAS 
TRYING HER BEST TO PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE. SHE STARTED APPLYING FOR JOBS AND FOUND AN 
OPENING AT THE IRS. ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, BRITTANY GOT UP EARLY AND WENT TO HER 
MOTHER-IN-LAW'S HOUSE TO USE HER COMPUTER TO COMPLETE HER JOB APPLICATION BECAUSE 
HER OWN COMPUTER WASN’T WORKING. 



7 
  

 
 
MARY DODSON: I spoke with Brittany the morning of the day that she was murdered. She called me to 
tell me that she was going to go to Shane's mother's house, and she was going to stop by after she got 
done down there, and that she'd be over later. And I said, “Okay, honey, I love you.” And that was the 
last time I talked to her. 
 
NARRATION:  
BRITTANY WAS AMBUSHED JUST TEN MINUTES FROM HER HOME. AT THE TIME, SHANE WAS 
WORKING OUT AT A GYM 10 MILES AWAY.  
 
DAVID DODSON: In the beginning he was very, very upset because he was even being questioned 
about it. He felt that he should have been at the hospital that night with Aubree instead of being took 
to the Sheriff's Office to be questioned. 
 
MARY DODSON: He says he was at the gym. He was supposedly already took a shower and was in bed 
with the woodstove burnin’ when the sheriff's department got there on an August day, 90-degrees 
outside. 
 
NARRATION:  
AT THE TIME HE WAS QUESTIONED, SHANE SUBMITTED TO A POLYGRAPH EXAM AND A GUN RESIDUE 
TEST. BOTH CAME BACK NEGATIVE. INVESTIGATORS ALSO CONFIRMED HIS ALIBI — HE WAS AT THE 
GYM AT THE TIME OF BRITTANY’S MURDER. 
 
QUINN CARLSON: I know Shane. From the beginning, he's worked with us. Everything we've asked him 
to do, he's done. Previous detectives were able to prove that he was not in the area at that time. 
Nobody's cleared but there are some people that we're just not looking at anymore. 
 
NARRATION:  
INVESTIGATORS EXPLORE OTHER ACQUAINTANCES OF BRITTANY’S, BUT THEY FIND NO SHADY 
CHARACTERS OR RISKY BEHAVIORS THAT MIGHT HAVE PUT HER ON SOMEONE'S BAD SIDE. SHANE 
TELLS DETECTIVES HE BELIEVES THE ASSAILANT COULD HAVE BEEN A CONVENIENCE STORE CLERK 
WHO THOUGHT SHANE HAD REPORTED HIS STORE FOR FRAUD, BUT, UPON FURTHER INVESTIGATION, 
THE LEAD GOES NOWHERE. AT THIS POINT IN THE INVESTIGATION, DETECTIVES MUST CONSIDER 
WHETHER BRITTANY WAS A VICTIM OF A RANDOM ACT OF VIOLENCE. 
 
QUINN CARLSON: The crime itself seemed very targeted. It was a very noticeable, bright yellow Jeep. 
There doesn't seem to be any motive when it comes to this murder. It seems so targeted for 
apparently no reason. I think it's very possible that it was a mistaken identity. Was she not the target? 
Was he the target? Were they really going for him and not her because who else drives the bright 
yellow Jeep? Every possibility has to be on the table. 
 
NARRATION: 
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POLICE CREATE A TIP LINE AND IN 2015 THEY RECEIVE A PROMISING LEAD FROM A WOMAN IN 
PRISON. SHE CLAIMS SHE WAS A PASSENGER IN HER BOYFRIEND’S CAR WHEN HE SHOT BRITTANY, AND 
THAT HE RECEIVED TWO PAYMENTS OF $10,000 FROM SHANE TO CARRY OUT THE HIT. 
  
DAVID DODSON: I called the Sheriff's every day. And when they served them search warrants, I asked 
the detective at that time, I says, “What is she asking for?” And he says, “What do you mean?” I said, 
“Well, there's a $20,000 reward. Is she asking for the money?” He said, “Nope.” And I said, “Is she 
asking to get out of jail?” “Nope.” And I said, “Then she doesn't have anything, because she's already 
locked up, and that would be a bargaining chip if you had something.”  
 
QUINN CARLSON: Everything she had said was determined that she found it mostly from news articles. 
And the things that she said happened were determined to be inaccurate. And so, the case moved on. 
But that was a very frustrating time. With some of these high-profile cases around here, unfortunately, 
a lot of people will say they know something about it, or they'll tell people on the street that they were 
involved so they can put fear into people in their circle or get some level of street credit to make 
people afraid of them. So, we look into it, and it doesn't help the investigation at all. Us as 
investigators, we need to hunt down every one of those statements to see if there's any validity to any 
of them. And that leads, initially, the investigation in numerous different ways. And those were all 
followed and tracked down and didn't come into fruition. 
 
NARRATION:  
AFTER NINE YEARS, POTENTIAL LEADS AND ALL AVENUES OF INVESTIGATION HAVE BEEN EXAMINED 
AND REEXAMINED, BUT PROGRESS ON THE CASE HAS SLOWED, STILL MISSING THAT ONE TIP TO GIVE 
THE CASE A NEW DIRECTION. 
  
QUINN CARLSON: When I took it over, one of the things I wanted to do that was very important to me, 
was to get the word out not just locally, but to as many people as possible, to reach that one person 
that knows what happened that day. And to get them to come forward, because that's what we're 
going to need to break this case. The person that knows what happened. The person that may have 
talked to the shooter at the bar or someone that has a family member that knows exactly what 
happened and is terrified to come forward. We have avenues for that person to bring the information 
to us, where they don't have to put themselves in jeopardy. Seeing this case resolved would mean 
being able to give the family the answers they deserve. It would mean sending the person responsible 
to prison. I can't imagine losing someone the way they lost Brittany and then not know who was 
responsible or why she's no longer with them. That type of pain is just honestly beyond words, so 
being able to give that to the family would be something we all hope and pray for every day. 
 
NARRATION:  
WHILE BRITTANY'S DEATH IS AN ONGOING SOURCE OF PAIN FOR HER FAMILY, ONE RAY OF SUNSHINE 
IS AUBREE’S MIRACULOUS SURVIVAL. 
  
DAVID DODSON: If you've seen the pictures of Aubree when she was in the hospital and to see her 
today, it’s just totally amazing. She was in the hospital right around a month. Me and Mary went down, 
you know, every day to see her. And, I used to laugh because the nurses that were taking care of her, 
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she would, they would always, “Well, Aubree’s been waiting for Mamaw and Papaw to get here,” 
because I always sit and rub her feet and stuff when I'd hold her. And they said she'd been waiting for 
that foot rub to get here. Then she got out and she’s smart as a tack. It's amazing that this traveled 
through the front lobe of her brain and there's no side effects from it. 
 
NARRATION:  
FOR MARY AND DAVID DODSON, AUBREE MOTIVATES THEIR RESOLVE TO FIND BRITTANY'S KILLER. 
  
MARY DODSON: To look back at it now, I question like, how the hell did I survive that? Because the 
night I lost my daughter, I lived my worst fear. My worst fear in my life was something happening to 
one of my children. I've lived that fear. Somebody took something that was not theirs to take. Aubree's 
10 years old, and I love her dearly and sometimes it's like listening to Brittany. I see a little of Brit in 
that child. I'm so thankful for that. Aubree’s our little miracle. Brittany went to heaven, but God left 
one with us. 
 
NARRATION: 
THERE IS A $50,000 REWARD FOR INFORMATION LEADING TO THE ARREST AND CONVICTION OF 
BRITTANY’S KILLER. IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ON THE MURDER OF BRITTANY STYKES, PLEASE 
CALL THE BROWN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE AT 937-378-4435 OR CRIME STOPPERS AT 888-352-3040. 
TIPS MAY ALSO BE SUBMITTED ONLINE AT www.browncountyohiosheriff.com, OR BY CONTACTING 
UNSOLVED.COM.  
 
NEXT ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES… 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: I could see someone saying, “Hey Jake, I need help. I need help with this one 
thing.” And next thing you know, Jacob is downstate and a hundred miles from home and I can only 
imagine is that things had spiraled out of control. 
 

— 
 
Unsolved Mysteries is a production of Cosgrove Meurer Productions and Cadence 13, an Audacy 
company. 
 
It is executive produced by Terry Dunn Meurer and Chris Corcoran. 
 
Produced by Christine Lenig, Courtney Ennis, and Bill Schultz. 
 
The Story Producer for this episode was Ann Toler and it was edited by Ryan Dann. 
 
From Cadence 13, editing, mixing and mastering by Chris Basil and Andy Jaskiewicz. 
 
Production support by Sean Cherry, Ian Mandt, and Ava Feneberger. 
 
Artwork and design is by Curt Courtenay. 



10 
  

 
Publicity by Moira Curran, Josefina Francis, and Hillary Schupf. 
 
The original theme music was composed by Gary Malkin and Michael Boyd. 
 
Thanks for listening to Episode 77 of Unsolved Mysteries. 


