
 UNSOLVED MYSTERIES PODCAST | JACOB’S LAST DRIVE 
EP78 Transcript 

 
SANDRA CRANSON: I could see someone saying, “Hey Jake, I need help. I need help with this 
one thing.” And next thing you know, Jacob is downstate and a hundred miles from home 
and I can only imagine is that things had spiraled out of, out of control. 
 
NARRATION: 
IN MARCH OF 2010, IN THE RESORT TOWN OF TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN, LONG-TIME 

RESIDENT JACOB CABINAW IS WELL ON HIS WAY TO REBUILDING HIS LIFE AFTER A RECENT 

DIVORCE. THE 31-YEAR-OLD MASTER MECHANIC IS WEEKS AWAY FROM GRADUATING FROM 

COLLEGE AND THINKING OF PURSUING A CAREER IN NURSING TO BETTER SUPPORT HIS TWO 

YOUNG BOYS. THEN, ON MARCH 31, AFTER PLAYING A FEW ROUNDS OF FRISBEE GOLF WITH 

FRIENDS, JACOB DROPS OFF THE FACE OF THE EARTH AND, MORE THAN A DECADE LATER, HE 

REMAINS MISSING, LEAVING BEHIND HIS KIDS, HIS FAMILY, AND A CRYPTIC TRAIL OF CLUES.  
 
I’M STEVE FRENCH AND THIS IS UNSOLVED MYSTERIES: JACOB’S LAST DRIVE.  
 
NARRATION: 
JACOB CABINAW WAS BORN IN TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN, THE SEVENTH OF TEN CHILDREN, 
AND A PROUD MEMBER OF THE GRAND TRAVERSE BAND OF OTTAWA AND CHIPPEWA 
INDIANS. 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: He was tall and lanky, and I always kind of thought he reminded me of 
Jack the Pumpkin King from Nightmare before Christmas.  
 
NARRATION: 
SANDRA CRANSON IS JACOB’S OLDER SISTER. 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: He was an adventurous little kid. And he was just a fun kid. Goofy. And 
just a smile that went from ear to ear. He liked biking, he liked Frisbee golfing, football, 
basketball, skateboarding. I mean, anything to do with the outdoors.  
 
NARRATION: 
IN HIGH SCHOOL, JACOB STUDIED TO BECOME A CAR MECHANIC AND, AFTER GRADUATION, 
MARRIED HIS JUNIOR HIGH SWEETHEART. THEY SOON HAD TWO YOUNG BOYS AND JACOB 
LANDED A JOB AT DAVE’S GARAGE, THE TOWN’S TOP REPAIR SHOP. 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: He was very busy. He was working full-time. He's a master mechanic. He 
also was going to school and he was also an active member of the National Guard. Would go 
to guard duty every couple weekends and fulfill his obligation there. So, he was pretty busy, 
but he still made time for his kids, his friends. He was a very good friend. He's the proverbial 
‘give you the shirt off my back’ kind of guy, and I think that's one reason why he was looking 
at a career change is, he liked working on cars and being a mechanic. He liked being able to 
help people out, but he was talking to me about going into nursing courses and wondering if 
that was an option. 
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NARRATION: 
JACOB’S HOME LIFE WAS ALSO IN TRANSITION. IN 2008 HIS MARRIAGE OF 10 YEARS FELL 
APART AND THE COUPLE DIVORCED. JACOB MOVED IN WITH HIS MOTHER TO SAVE MONEY. 
HIS CHILD SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS PUT A STRAIN ON HIS FINANCES, BUT JACOB NEVER 
COMPLAINED ABOUT HIS STRUGGLES AND NEVER SAID A BAD WORD ABOUT HIS EX-WIFE. 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: He's the typical divorced dad of two paying child support, working 
paycheck to paycheck. So it was hard on him. It was very difficult. That's why he did all the 
work and that's why he kept trying to do better because he wanted to provide for his kids. 
 
NARRATION: 
IT'S ABOUT A YEAR AFTER HIS DIVORCE IS FINAL, IN MARCH OF 2010, WHEN JACOB’S 
BRIGHT FUTURE — AND THAT OF HIS FAMILY — TURNS TRAGICALLY DARK. 
 
ON TUESDAY NIGHT, MARCH 30TH, JACOB SPENDS THE NIGHT WITH HIS NEW GIRLFRIEND, 
AND ON WEDNESDAY, WORKS A FULL DAY AT HIS JOB AT DAVE’S GARAGE. AFTER WORK, HE 
MEETS A FRIEND, GARY WITTIG, AT THE HICKORY HILLS RECREATION AREA, WHERE THEY 
PLAY A FEW ROUNDS OF FRISBEE GOLF.  
 
SANDRA CRANSON: And then, Gary, the friend, said, “Hey, let's go get something to eat or 
get something to drink.” And Jake said, “No, I've gotta head back to mom's house. I gotta 
get some homework done.” And then he dropped his friend off at an open park. We call it 
open space. And that was it. April 1st was the next morning and my mom contacted me and 
said, “Jacob didn't come home last night, and I called his work and he did not show up at 
work either.” So that's when we were worried, right away. It was totally out of his character 
to not show the respect to his mother that he would not be home. And so we knew. We 
knew something was wrong. 
 
NARRATION: 
FOR TWO DAYS, FRIENDS AND FAMILY TRY TO REACH JACOB ON HIS CELL PHONE, BUT 
THEIR CALLS GO DIRECTLY TO VOICEMAIL. SO, ON FRIDAY, APRIL 2ND, JACOB’S MOTHER 
REPORTS HIM MISSING TO THE GRAND TRAVERSE SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, BUT SHE’S TOLD 
THAT, SINCE HE’S AN ADULT, THEY CAN’T OPEN A MISSING PERSONS CASE UNLESS HE’S 
BEEN GONE FOR A WEEK. 
 
THEN THE NEXT DAY, JACOB’S MOTHER RECEIVES AN ALERT FROM HIS BANK SAYING THAT A 
$40 WITHDRAWAL ON HIS BANK CARD WAS DECLINED AT AN ATM DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS. 
IT’S HIGHLY UNUSUAL THAT JACOB WOULD LET HIS BALANCE DROP SO LOW. BUT WHAT’S 
EVEN MORE SURPRISING IS THAT THE ATM IS ALMOST TWELVE HUNDRED MILES SOUTH OF 
TRAVERSE CITY, IN ARDMORE, OKLAHOMA. 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: Me and my mom went to the state police and said, “Hey, we'd like to 
report a missing person. And I know we need to wait a week, but we wanna move on this 
because this is what we have.” And we showed them the bank statements, and that's when 
they perked up and they said, “Well, we need to make a phone call.” And that's when we 
were put in contact with the Grand Traverse County Sheriff Department. They finally 
responded to our request for help.  
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DET. JASON POLZIEN: No one had heard from him for four or five days, and that was not like 
Jacob. 
 
NARRATION: 
DETECTIVE JASON POLZIEN IS AN INVESTIGATOR WITH THE GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPTARMENT. 
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: He loved his kids. He was a family-oriented person, and not one to just 
up and take off. That's what ultimately got the law enforcement involved and a police report 
going a few days later. 
 
NARRATION: 
INVESTIGATORS IMMEDIATELY OBTAIN JACOB’S PHONE AND BANK RECORDS, HOPING TO 
TRACK HIS MOST RECENT MOVEMENTS. THEY DISCOVER THAT THE LAST PURCHASE ON HIS 
CREDIT CARD WAS ON APRIL 4TH, FOR GAS IN SWEETWATER, TEXAS, MORE THAN 1,700 
MILES FROM HOME. POLICE BACKTRACK FROM THERE TO PUT TOGETHER A TIMELINE OF 
JACOB’S MOVEMENTS STARTING THE NIGHT HE DISAPPEARED.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: On March 31ST 2010, Jacob was out at Hickory Hills Frisbee golf course 
in Traverse City with Gary Wittig. They probably got out there around 7:00 PM or a little 
after, and were out there till 8, 8:30 and then around 8:30, Gary wanted Jacob to drop him 
off downtown.  
 
NARRATION: 
A FEW MINUTES LATER, AT 8:30PM, JACOB’S CREDIT CARD IS USED TO PURCHASE GAS AT A 
STATION IN TRAVERSE CITY, AND IT’S USED AGAIN BETWEEN 8:30 AND 9:00 PM TO MAKE A 
SMALL PURCHASE, MOST LIKELY SNACKS AND A DRINK, AT THE BUCKLEY GENERAL STORE, 
17 MILES SOUTH OF TRAVERSE CITY.  
 
AT 10:31 PM, THERE’S A WITHDRAW OF $140 FROM AN ATM IN CADILLAC, MICHIGAN, 
FORTY MILES FURTHER SOUTH. HOWEVER, THERE’S NO VIDEO TO CONFIRM THAT IT’S 
JACOB WHO’S USING THE CARD.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: The big one where they did get video surveillance was on April 1st, 
2010 at about two in the morning at a Speedway gas station in Mattawan, Michigan. That 
was down by Kalamazoo. And the video surveillance, from what I've seen, in my opinion is 
definitely Jacob Cabinaw, and it is definitely his silver Malibu, which he was last seen in. 
 
NARRATION: 
JACOB APPEARS TO BE ALONE AND NO OTHER CARS SEEM TO BE FOLLOWING HIM. HE’S 
STILL WEARING THE WORK CLOTHES HE WAS LAST SEEN IN WHEN HE LEFT TRAVERSE CITY. 
IT APPEARS TO INVESTIGATORS THAT JACOB IS FINE AND, FOR WHATEVER REASON, HAS 
DECIDED TO TAKE A TRIP WITHOUT NOTIFYING FAMILY OR FRIENDS. LATER THAT 
AFTERNOON, AT 2:36PM, JACOB’S CELL PHONE IS USED FOR THE LAST TIME. HE CALLS INTO 
AN AUTOMATED CALL CENTER AT THE NATIONAL GUARD OFFICE. 
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SANDRA CRANSON: One of the things that we was found out was that because of receiving 
student aid for his school, through the National Guard, he had to make a phone call at the 
beginning of every month saying, “Yes, I am still a student.” And he made that phone call, 
knowing that that would trigger a deposit into his account and it wouldn't happen 
automatically, but it'd be done at some point in time.  
 
NARRATION: 
THE CALL IS ROUTINE FOR JACOB. WHAT’S BIZARRE IS THAT THE CELL PHONE PINGS OFF A 
LOCATION NEAR SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI, EIGHT HUNDRED MILES FROM HOME. AFTER 
THAT, THE PHONE IS EITHER TURNED OFF OR LOSES POWER. 
 
AS THEY LOOK AT HIS ROUTE, AUTHORITIES COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT JACOB WAS 
HEADED FOR TEXAS, DRIVING ABOUT 850 MILES IN JUST 16 HOURS. THE NEXT SIGN OF 
JACOB COMES ALMOST TEN HOURS LATER, BUT ONLY FIFTY MILES SOUTH OF SPRINGFIELD, 
WHEN HE CATCHES THE ATTENTION OF LOCAL POLICE. 
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: His plate was run in Hollister, Missouri by a police officer. They ran his 
license plate at 12:15 in the morning. 
 
NARRATION: 
WHETHER OR NOT JACOB WAS ACTUALLY PULLED OVER REMAINS UNKNOWN, AND NO 
ACTION WAS TAKEN. IT WAS LIKELY JUST A PATROL OFFICER RUNNING AN OUT-OF-STATE 
PLATE. BUT WHAT HAS JACOB BEEN DOING FOR THE PAST TEN HOURS SINCE HE WAS IN 
SPRINGFIELD? IT’S UNLIKELY HE PULLED OVER TO REST BECAUSE, THREE HOURS LATER, AN 
ARKANSAS SHERIFF’S DEPUTY SPOTS JACOB’S CAR AT A REST STOP NEAR WEST FORK, 
ARKANSAS.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: They found him sleeping in a rest area at about 3:32 in the morning on 
April the second. He was sleeping in his Malibu and the deputy made contact with him and 
got his ID. He goes back to the car, runs Jacob Cabinaw, his date of birth 6/6/78, and then 
ran his plate. And when he gets the return over the air, you can hear that dispatch advise 
that it was belonged to Jacob Cabinaw, Traverse City, no warrants and valid driver, so. But 
the one useful thing from that was the deputy made contact with the driver. It appeared he 
was the only occupant, and at that point, Jacob was alone and traveling alone. 
 
NARRATION: 
THIS IS THE LAST UNDISPUTED EYEWITNESS SIGHTING OF JACOB. AFTER THAT, HIS ROUTE 
TAKES AN ODD TURN. LATER IN THE MORNING OF APRIL 2, ABOUT EIGHT HOURS AFTER HE 
WAS SEEN AT THE REST STOP, AND 36 HOURS SINCE HE LEFT TRAVERSE CITY, JACOB — OR 
SOMEONE ELSE — ATTEMPTS TO WITHDRAW $40 FROM JACOB’S BANK ACCOUNT AT AN 
ATM IN ARDMORE, OKLAHOMA. THE TRANSACTION IS DECLINED DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS, 
AND THIS WHAT ALERTED JACOB’S MOTHER THAT SOMETHING HAD HAPPENED TO HER 
SON. THIS TRANSACTION ALSO POINTS TO A BIZARRE TWIST TO JACOB’S ROUTE. INSTEAD 
OF CONTINUING SOUTH TOWARDS TEXAS, IT SEEMS HE’S MADE A TURN DIRECTLY WEST TO 
STOP IN ARDMORE, OKLAHOMA, ADDING HOURS TO HIS TRIP.  
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DET. JASON POLZIEN: The big gap is what happened from Mattawan to Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
What was the reasoning for going that route?  
 
NARRATION: 
TWO HOURS LATER, AT 1:26 PM, JACOB’S CARD IS SUCCESSFULLY USED TO PURCHASE A 
FULL TANK OF GAS IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS. AND HE STOPS TO FILL UP AGAIN, THREE 
HOURS LATER. 
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: The last transaction on that card was used at a 7/11 in Sweetwater, 
Texas. The card was used on April 2nd, approximately 4:49 PM, and it again appears gas was 
purchased at the pumps, and then that was the last time the card was used. And there was 
no other activity on the card. No other charges that were declined, or anything like that. 
This is one of the puzzling things about this case. Why there's limited credit card 
transactions and then why all of a sudden in Ardmore, Oklahoma, Fort Worth and then 
Sweetwater, Texas, why does he go back to using the card?  
 
NARRATION: 
IT'S ONE OF SEVERAL PUZZLING DETAILS TO THIS PART OF JACOB’S JOURNEY. FOR EXAMPLE, 
WHY, AFTER MAKING A DIRECT LINE FROM MICHIGAN TOWARDS TEXAS, DOES JACOB 
SUDDENLY DETOUR SOME 57 MILES TO GO TO ARDMORE, OKLAHOMA? AND HOW IS IT 
POSSIBLE THAT JACOB DROVE FROM MICHIGAN TO TEXAS WITHOUT BUYING GAS? 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: I thought, how do you get from Michigan to Fort Worth and not buy any 
more gas until you get to Fort Worth? So one thing that me and my husband did, was we 
followed the trail, just to see how long it would take us to get from point A to point B at the 
exact same time that Jacob would've been at those places. And so that was very telling 
when we did that. We had to stop at least two more times for gas between Michigan and 
Fort Worth, Texas. And then we did stop in Fort Worth and had to buy gas there. So, that to 
me is surprising. The only thing I can think of is, you know, someone else, and this is just my 
theory, had to be there to pay for gas on the way down. And then the next stop was in 
Sweetwater, Texas. The amount of time it took us to drive between Fort Worth and 
Sweetwater, it was too short. We didn't need to gas up again. There wasn't a need for him 
to fill a tank in Fort Worth and then fill a tank again in Sweetwater. There was hours missing 
and we couldn't figure out where the hours were. And then when I watched the video, we 
went back further to watch how the vehicle entered the gas station, and it was actually 
entering from the town side, not from the highway side. So that kind of made me think: was 
that the destination, and then he's in the town and spending time in the town and that's 
where the extra time went? And that's why he needed gas again, because he'd been 
traveling within that area? 
 
NARRATION: 
WHEN THE VIDEO SURVEILLANCE TAPE IS EXAMINED, EVERYONE QUESTIONS WHETHER OR 
NOT IT’S ACTUALLY JACOB WHO’S BUYING GAS AT THE SWEETWATER, TEXAS STATION. THE 
CAR APPEARS TO BE JACOB’S VEHICLE, BUT THE MAN IN THE GRAINY, SUN FLARED VIDEO, 
SEEMS SHORTER AND STOCKIER THAN JACOB’S TALL, THIN, 6’2” FRAME, AND HE’S NOT 
DRESSED IN JACOB’S WORK CLOTHES. 
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DET. JASON POLZIEN: In Sweetwater, Texas, it does appear that it's a silver Malibu that pulls 
into the gas station and there's a lone occupant again. You catch a brief glimpse of him. All 
you can tell is it's a skinny male. He's got a white t-shirt on, khaki shorts and he's got dark 
colored boots and you can see he's got socks showing up over the top of the boots. And you 
never really catch a glimpse of his head or face.  
 
SANDRA CRANSON: He was not wearing the same clothes. He was wearing cargo shorts, 
which I've never seen him wear cargo shorts. They're baggy and sloppy and that's not the 
way he dressed. And so, the clothes didn’t match what he’d been wearing last. If he had to 
buy gas, then he wouldn't have money for clothes. That was always a question. So, I'm not 
convinced it was him. 
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: I tried to reach out to Sweetwater and see if there was any other 
incidents involving a Malibu or any contacts with Jacob Cabinaw or anybody else on that 
date. And a search of that didn't reveal any other lead. At this point, I don't know what was 
in Sweetwater. I don't know if in fact that was Jacob, but so far, I'm kind of coming up a little 
short on that end. 
 
NARRATION: 
IS SOMEONE ELSE NOW DRIVING JACOB’S CAR AND USING HIS CREDIT CARD? DID JACOB 
MEET WITH FOUL PLAY SOMETIME BETWEEN WHEN HE WAS REPORTED TO BE SLEEPING IN 
HIS CAR AT THE REST STOP IN ARKANSAS AND WHEN HE WAS SEEN AT THE GAS STATION IN 
SWEETWATER, TEXAS? OR IS THIS REALLY JACOB ON HIS WAY SOUTH, PERHAPS GOING TO 
CROSS OVER THE BORDER INTO MEXICO? 
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: One of the theories early on was that perhaps Jacob had gone down 
to Mexico as he's trying to get out on his own again, trying to restart his life with his new 
girlfriend. I guess with that in mind, the fact he didn't have a passport with him, he didn't 
speak Spanish. He's a mechanic. He left all his tools behind. To me, if you're gonna start 
over, you're gonna start working on cars in another country, you'd think you'd want some of 
your tools with you. So I think that was just another indication that he was wanting to get 
back home and get back to life as normal. 
 
NARRATION: 
WITH JACOB MISSING, POLICE BEGIN TO SEARCH FOR ANY SIGN OF HIS CAR, WHICH COULD 
BE A CLUE TO WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: In 2017, I was put in touch with NICB, which stands for the National 
Insurance Crime Bureau. And according to their records, at some point the VIN for Jacob's 
Chevy Malibu flagged or alerted in Mexico. The only other information that they told me 
was that most likely it was at a scrap yard. So, somehow the vehicle did end up in Mexico, it 
appears. 
 
NARRATION: 
BUT THERE IS NO RECORD OF JACOB CABINAW EVER ENTERING MEXICO. 
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DET. JASON POLZIEN: I guess the only reason I can come up with is, if there was foul play in 
this, and they didn't want the car to remain in the US, so what better to do than to get the 
car across the border? 
 
NARRATION: 
WHO WOULD WANT TO HARM JACOB CABINAW? LAW ENFORCEMENT AND JACOB’S 
FAMILY BELIEVE THAT SOMEONE INVOLVED IN THE ILLEGAL DRUG TRADE OFFERED JACOB A 
WAY TO EASE HIS FINANCIAL BURDEN.  
 
SANDRA CRANSON: I could see someone saying, “Hey Jake, I need help. I need help with this 
one thing. And you've got a car, I don't have a car. Let's just go do this. It'll only take a 
couple days,” and then they are off. And next thing you know, Jacob is downstate and a 
hundred miles from home and maybe feeling stuck and like he has to help this person now, 
and then all I can imagine is that things had spiraled out of control. 
 
NARRATION: 
NO ONE KNOWS WHO MIGHT HAVE OFFERED JACOB THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE SOME 
QUICK CASH, BUT MANY PEOPLE WONDER IF GARY WITTIG, THE LAST PERSON TO SEE 
JACOB IN TRAVERSE CITY, KNOWS MORE THAN HE’S SAYING. COINCIDENTALLY, GARY 
REPORTEDLY DISAPPEARED FOR A FEW DAYS AT THE SAME TIME JACOB WENT MISSING.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: There was some speculation or curiosity as to where Gary might have 
been. But then when Gary surfaced, he claimed that that night, March 31st, he'd met a 
couple girls at a bar and ended up going back and partying with them at a hotel room. And 
in the process, his phone had died and he didn't answer any of the calls or texts from his 
mom. 
 
NARRATION: 
IT'S A STORY INVESTIGATORS HAVE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO VERIFY. BUT POLICE ARE QUICK 
TO POINT OUT THAT WITTIG HAS NEVER BEEN CHARGED WITH A CRIME IN CONNECTION 
WITH JACOB CABINAW’S DISAPPEARANCE, NOR HAVE THEY FORMALLY NAMED HIM AS A 
PERSON-OF-INTEREST IN THE CASE.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: I kind of think Gary has to know more than he's saying. You know, 
who’s the last person that Jacob Cabinaw was with when he was in Traverse City, Michigan? 
It was Gary Wittig, and they were together for at least an hour and a half, if not two hours 
Frisbee golfing. So, in a semi wooded area. And next thing you know, Jacob does not go 
home to do homework, like he said. He's in his car driving south and he doesn't stop. So 
how can Gary not know more? 
 
NARRATION: 
IT'S BEEN MORE THAN A DECADE SINCE JACOB DISAPPEARED AND, DESPITE 
INVESTIGATORS’ BEST EFFORTS, THERE’S STILL NO THEORY ABOUT WHERE JACOB COULD BE 
OR WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM.  
 
SANDRA CRANSON: I don't believe he was planning on being gone for an extended period of 
time at all. He had every intention of coming back. That's my belief. It's out of his character 
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to just pick up and go somewhere, to leave without letting anyone know, especially my 
mother cuz, you know, we respect my mom. You live with her, and she cared for him. She 
took care of him. And our father was very absent as we were growing up, so, Jacob didn't 
have that father figure. So that's not the life Jacob wanted for his own sons. He was very 
hands on and present and he would not have abandoned his children. I do think he's dead, 
because if he were alive, he'd be home.  
 
DET. JASON POLZIEN: Without a doubt this one can be solved. Someone out there has 
information. Perhaps it's someone I've already talked to. I think the big thing is just, who 
sent Jacob down to Texas? Where were they going? Who did he meet up with? What was 
he supposed to bring back? How did he get from Mattawan, Michigan to Texas? Why did 
Jacob stop using his credit card? Then, why all of a sudden he start using it in Texas? And 
then obviously, you know, the big question is where is Jacob today? I can't help but take my 
cases personally. I'd like to be able to sit down one of these days with his two sons. I would 
like to look them in the eyes and say, this is what happened to your dad. I can't imagine 
growing up without a dad and wondering, you know, was it something I did or something I 
said or why did dad leave? And so, I guess that's my goal, is one of these days to be able to 
sit down with his two boys and tell them, “Hey look, this is what happened.” 
 
SANDRA CRANSON: It's not a stretch to say that I do think of him every single day. He's 
always there. I think that's something that is always in the back of your mind as time goes 
on. Thirteen years goes on. All these missed opportunities, all these places where Jacob 
should have been and, and he's not there. His parents are getting older, and I just think that 
they're gonna not be around and they'll not know what happened. And it's just that not 
knowing that just is a cancer and eats at you. It’s just the hardest part. We just hold onto 
that hope that we'll hear something. But every day it gets harder.  
 
NARRATION: 
JACOB CABINAW IS A NATIVE AMERICAN MALE, AND WAS 31 YEARS OLD WHEN HE WENT 
MISSING ON MARCH 31, 2010. HE HAS BROWN HAIR AND BROWN EYES, IS 6’2” TALL AND 
WEIGHS ABOUT 145 POUNDS. HE WAS LAST SEEN WEARING HIS WORK UNIFORM, 
CONSISTING OF DARK BLUE PANTS, A WHITE T-SHIRT, A DARK BLUE JACKET WITH "DAVE'S 
GARAGE" PRINTED ON IT, AND BROWN WORK BOOTS. HE WAS DRIVING A SILVER 2002 
CHEVROLET MALIBU WITH MICHIGAN PLATES. IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT 
JACOB’S DISAPPEARANCE, PLEASE CALL THE GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY SHERIFF'S 
DEPARTMENT AT 231-995-5002, SEND AN EMAIL TO INFO@GTSHERIFF.ORG OR CONTACT 
UNSOLVED.COM. 
 
NEXT, ON UNSOLVED MYSTERIES… 
 
MIREYA: There's blood around my mom. But my first reaction was like, she fell, you know? 
She hit her head and I'm like, “What's wrong?” you know, not realizing this had happened 
hours ago. She wasn’t breathing or anything, and I wasn’t understanding, you know, why? 
Like... things were just, they weren’t registering, you know? I was just seeing them but I 
wasn’t understanding what was going on, why my mom was tied up or what happened?  
 
NARRATION: 

mailto:INFO@GTSHERIFF.ORG
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Unsolved Mysteries is a production of Cosgrove Meurer Productions and Cadence 13, an 
Audacy company. 
 
It is executive produced by Terry Dunn Meurer and Chris Corcoran. 
 
Produced by Christine Lenig, Courtney Ennis, and Bill Schultz. 
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Production support by Sean Cherry, Ian Mandt, and Ava Feneberger. 
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Thanks for listening to Episode 78 of Unsolved Mysteries. 


